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Los Banos currently has two fire stations with firefighters
ready to help protect its citizens.
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Welcome to 1.os Banos

Hundreds of children enjoy gathering plastic eggs filled with candy

during the annual city of Los Banos community Easter Egg Hunt at
Oliveria Park in Los Banos.

By Christina Rocha

ocated on the west side of the San Joaquin

Valley in Merced County, Los Banos is a

small yet steadily growing city that offers a
little bit of everything.

Recognized for its agricultural roots, the city has
maintained its rural charm while continuing to ex-
pand in residential and commercial development.

Its location between larger metropolitan regions
and California’s Central Coast also makes it a
convenient place for both residents and travelers
passing through.

Los Banos shares a balance of traditional and
progressive characteristics that have helped shape a
close-knit community.

The city has been built on values such as op-
portunity and accessibility, held by generations of
families.

While the city grows, it maintains a distinctly
local feel shaped by neighborhood connections,
family-owned businesses and active community
involvement.

Whether arriving for work, raising a family or
simply passing through, many residents and visitors
find the city’s atmosphere memorable for its hospi-
table, quaint friendliness.

Families remain central to the character of Los
Banos.

Schools, youth programs, local sports and

wo>'ssa1dx3apIsisamay1@9ai|b /9317 INID A9 OLOHd

community events all contribute to an environment where
residents stay actively involved throughout the year.

Educational opportunities continue to support a growing
population, while extracurricular activities and community
programs provide spaces for students and families to stay
connected beyond the classroom.

Local organizations, churches, volunteer groups and civic
programs also play an important role in strengthening com-
munity ties.

Community involvement is evident across the city
through charitable efforts, cultural celebrations and seasonal
events that bring residents together year-round.

These activities help preserve the close-knit atmosphere
that many residents value, even as the city continues to
evolve.

Downtown Los Banos remains one of the city’s most
familiar gathering places.

Local restaurants, small businesses and community spaces
continue to contribute to the city’s welcoming atmosphere
while supporting the local economy.

The downtown area often offers residents and visitors op-
portunities to experience the city’s personality firsthand.

Recreation and outdoor access are also important parts
of life in Los Banos. City parks, sports facilities and walking
areas provide opportunities for recreation close to home,
while nearby destinations offer additional access to outdoor
activities.

The city’s proximity to San Luis Reservoir State Recreation
Area continues to attract residents and visitors interested in
boating, fishing, hiking, camping and enjoying the sur-
rounding landscape.

Alongside recreation and community life, Los Banos
continues to see growth in housing, healthcare services, local
businesses and infrastructure improvements.

Continued development reflects the city’s efforts to meet
the needs of a changing population while preparing for
future growth.

New businesses and expanding services continue to create
opportunities for residents while contributing to the city’s
long-term stability and development.

As Los Banos continues to grow, its identity remains tied
to a balance of community connection and ongoing develop-
ment.

The city’s ability to balance progress with preservation
continues to shape its direction.

Whether encountered for the first time or through long-
standing ties, the city offers a connected community shaped
by strong local ties and everyday accessibility.

Welcome to Los Banos.
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Discover the rich history ot
I.os Banos at the Milliken Museum

By Javier Powell

ow Los Banos got its name is a
commonly asked question. In
short, a missionary, mountain

pools, a couple of businessmen and a creek.
But there is more to it than that.

The year is 1808. What would become
the modern state of California is known to
the Spanish Crown as Alta California. Far-
flung from power and before the discovery
of gold, Alta California was a backwater
region.

A 28-year-old Franciscan monk arrives
at the then-under-construction Mission
San Juan Bautista. His name is Padre Felipe
Arroyo de la Cuesta. He was born in the
small town of Cubo de Bureba in Burgos,
Spain. His journey to California included
four years at the College of San Fernando,
Mexico City.

Arroyo de la Cuesta was a linguist and
avid scholar. Within four years of arriving,
he had compiled a compendium on the
languages of the Amah Mutsun, Ohlone
(Costanoans) and Yokut peoples.

The Yokuts were the Native Americans
living in the Central Valley from just south
of the Sacramento Delta to the Kern River
in the south.

On his trips to Yokut territory, Arroyo de
la Cuesta would utilize a far lesser-known
route than today’s Pacheco Pass—a route he
discovered on a whim.

Back then, the only route in the area
known to the Spanish was Pacheco Pass,

a route that required San Juan Bautista
priests like Arroyo de la Cuesta to head
northeast and take a long trek to get to the
valley.

A young Arroyo de la Cuesta was mak-
ing a trip into the San Joaquin Valley one

day and hoped to find a shortcut
directly over the Diablo Range.

We don’t know exactly when,
but following the unexplored Los
Banos Creek into the foothills, he
discovered pools—shallow, clean
and perfect to bathe in—cut into the
bedrock.

Going further up the creek, he
crossed over French’s Pass and found
himself coming straight west back to
Mission San Juan Bautista, shaving
days off the journey. Afterward, it
became the main route traveled by
the mission.
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An early photo of the
area near Los Banos.

French’s Pass sits 9 miles south of
Pacheco Pass. The route is steeper
and part of an old Native American
trail network.

Cresting at 2,435 feet above sea
level, once through French’s Pass,
Arroyo de la Cuesta descended, fol-
lowing North Fork Los Banos Creek
when heading east.

Pools cut by the creek would last
year-round in the upper watershed
beyond the modern Los Banos
Creek Reservoir. As some miscon-
ceptions state, the pools were not on
the valley floor.



They made the perfect overnight rest
for Arroyo de la Cuesta and his traveling
companions. He would bathe himself
in their crystal clear waters to clean up
before heading out the next day.

As Arroyo de la Cuesta aged, he was
stricken with rheumatism, which made
his joints ache and movement hard.
Bathing in the pools would have been a
necessity for him.

Being head missionary—and for
some years, Mission San Juan Bautista’s
only missionary—Arroyo de la Cuesta
would become a well-known figure in
the area and within the mission system.
He would leave the mission in 1833. He
later died in 1840 at Mission Santa Inés
at the age of 60.

The future Mexican ranchers would
have learned about the baths through
Arroyo de la Cuesta’s stories of bathing
there. The ranchers named them “Los
Barios del Padre Arroyo” or the Baths of
Padre Arroyo.

When petitioning the Mexican
governors for land in the area during the
1840s, the ranchers marked the creek
on their maps as “El Arroyo de Los
Banos del Padre Arroyo”” It appeared as
a boundary on the “disefios” (maps) for
the Arburua, Santa Rita and San Luis
Gonzaga land grants.

The name would last less than a
decade. With the American annexation
and the 1849 Gold Rush, Americans
came from the East and found the name
didn’t work as well in English. The parts
of the name linking it to Arroyo de la
Cuesta were cut off, and the rest was
anglicized to “Los Banos Crick” (Creek).

From there, the name flowed down
from the mountain pools with the water.
The name Los Banos came to be known
as the general region around the creek’s
meander into the San Joaquin River.
The name then attached itself to old Los
Banos. Gustave Kreyenhagen started the
settlement.

After moving three times, the final
location for his general store was just
a small distance to the northwest of
where Volta Road intersects the Central

California Irrigation District (CCID)
Main Canal.

He was moved to the spot in 1870
by Henry Miller after the latter fenced
his previous spot on
modern-day Turner

intersect today. But the landowners, the
Wood family, refused.
This sparked a race between Henry
Miller, who wanted the town to be
close to Canal
Farm, and some

Island Road.

All three spots were
on the route of the But-
terfield Overland stage-
coaches. The stagecoach
line ran through the area

The story behind
Los Banos’
unique name.

residents in old
Los Banos who
wanted it to be
just north of the
old town in what
would become
Volta.

on roughly the same
alignment as Overland
Avenue in modern-day
Los Banos.

Kreyenhagen sold resources that the
region lacked, like timber and tools.
Quickly, the settlement of old Los Banos
formed around his store, though it was
called Kreyenhagen’s Store or Kreyenha-
gen’s Corner at the time.

Moses Korn and his business partner,
Hirschfeld, bought the store in 1873.
Previously, the mail would have had to
have been picked up from Gilroy.

But Korn wanted a post office in town
and his store, so he successfully peti-
tioned the U.S. Postal Service (USPS)
for a new post office. In
his petition, he uses the
name of the nearby creek,
Los Banos. The post office
granted the petition on
Nov. 10, 1873, and made
Korn the first postmaster.

After Korn’s petition,
the place officially gained
the name Los Banos. In
1880, the first depiction
of old Los Banos was a
sketch with the label “Los
Banos” in the first Merced
County history book.

With the coming of
the railroad in 1889,
residents wanted to move
the post office and the
town to where the creek
itself bisects the railroad
tracks. Nearby, the Badger
Flat Road and H Street
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While resi-
dents petitioned
the post office to

move to Volta, Henry Miller is said to
have “quietly” moved the post office to
the current site of Los Banos.

Residents claimed that he “stole our
post office!” Even so, the Southern
Pacific Railroad giant sided with Henry
Miller and named the new depot at
Henry Miller’s spot, Los Banos. With
that, the new Los Banos became Los
Banos, marking the end of a roughly 80
to 90-year process.

That is how our valley city earned its
name from the mountain pools.

In the early days Henry Miller helped guide the
creation of where Los Banos is located today.
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Get to know the city government,
its officials, commissions,
committees, departments

By Javier Powell

he government of Los Banos

serves its over 48,000 citizens

through many commissions,
departments and its city council.

The city’s current form has evolved
from 1907, 117 years ago, when it was in-
corporated to build a sewer system. It has
become a multifaceted machine to serve
its goal of serving the people.

At the top of the structure is Mayor
Michael Amabile, who presides over a city
council consisting of District 1’s Mitzy
Perez, District 2’s Refugio Llamas, District
3’s Marcus Chavez and District 4’s Debo-
rah Lewis.

These elected officials are voted in for
each of their respective districts. District
1 covers the north side of the city. District
2 covers the east side. District 3 covers the
central and south sides. Finally, District 4
represents the west side of the city. Every-
one elects the mayor.

With meetings held on the first and
third Wednesdays of every month, they
govern the top level of the city. Their
meetings are held at the city hall, located
at 520 J. St., and start at 6 p.m.

The council delegates duties to the fol-
lowing commissions: the planning com-
mission, the airport advisory commission,
the traffic safety commission, the parks
and recreation commission, and the tree
commission.

Additionally, committees oversee the
funding from Measure P and Measure H.
These commissions and committees deal
with their respective namesakes, so the
council may focus on other issues.

Underneath the council is City Manager
Nirorn Than. He acts as the CEO of the
city and has many duties in running its

Mayor Michael
Amabile

Mayor Pro-Tem
Deborah Lewis

Councilmember
Marcus Chavez

Councilmember
Refugio Llamas

Councilmember
Mitzy Perez

City Manager
Nirorn Than
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day-to-day operations and managing the city’s
departments.

He is also the head of the administration
department, which includes City Clerk Lucy
Mallonee, City Attorney Mary Lerner, and City
Treasurer Lucy Lawrence.

Non-emergency departments within the city
are the finance department, headed by Finance
Director Minerva “Minnie” Moreno; the build-
ing department; the community and economic
development department, run by Director
Stacy Elms; the human resources department,
run by Director Isabel Carlos; the parks and
recreation department, run by Director Joe
Heim; and the public works department, led by
Director William Via.

Interim Fire Chief Brandon Dorenbush runs

A city
government
built to serve

residents.

the fire department. Dorenbush commands
two fire stations within the city. Fire Station 1,
and the headquarters of the fire department, is
at 333 Seventh St. It has an unmissable com-
munications tower and training building. Fire
Station 2 is located at 1150 West I St.

The police department, the last of the city
government’s departments, is run by Police
Chief Ray Reyna. Along with a new chief, they
have recently built a state-of-the-art building at
1111 G St.

Reyna oversees a force of 48 officers, some
of whom make up code enforcement, which
enforces the municipal code adopted by the
city council.
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LLos Banos prioritizes public
satety for residents, wildlife,
environment, more

By Shawn Pintor-Day

ublic safety is one of—if not the most—
P important aspects of city life. Los Banos

is filled with spaces that are themselves
filled with people, wildlife, complex infrastruc-
ture and many other objects of unpredictabil-
ity, both for recreation and public use.

The people and systems behind everything
public life has to offer, though, operate with
the safety of city residents as their guiding
force.

From the most bustling emergency room
clinics to the underground water treatment
facilities few will ever see, Los Banos is a place
built for residential security.

Hospitals and health clinics are the back-
bone of a healthy and capable society, and Los
Banos has recently used newly established
financial programs and grants to reinforce its
public health buildings.

With many new ways to secure financial
support for facelifts and extensions, the valley’s
healthcare system is currently seeing a rejuve-
nation of its older facilities as it witnesses the
birth of many new, specialized clinics.

Having just celebrated its first year of opera-
tion, the new Sutter Health clinic has been
strengthening Los Banos residents’ access to
healthcare since May 2025.

As one of the first clinics in the city to offer
dedicated rooms and resources for mental
health, the Sutter Health clinic is just one of
the latest innovations made possible because
of public funding grants that started circulat-
ing just a few years ago.

The umbrella of public safety extends to
more than the human residents of the valley.
While Los Banos hospitals secured funding for
more space, programs and procedures, the Los
Banos Animal Shelter (LBAS) was doing much
of the same.

It unveiled the fruits of its labor last Septem-

PHOTO BY GENE LIEB/ glieb@TheWestsideExpress.com

A new Los Banos Police Station was built and opened in November of 2023.

ber. Boasting a new office space,
surgery rooms and an extended
area for kennel storage, the folks
at LBAS have never been more
prepared to keep the town’s
population of furry friends safe
and healthy.

The local shelter staft is mostly
made up of remote veterinar-
ians offering their services to the
facility and volunteers. It stands as
just one institution upheld mainly
by people wanting to do good in
their community.

A significant portion of the
social infrastructure in Los Banos
is either run or made up of com-
munity members who reach out
and band together to address
issues at every level.

From volunteer-led fundraisers
to annual holiday help-outs, there
are seemingly endless helping
hands uplifting the community
from every angle.

Economic hardships affect
communities as a whole, and if
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one family is struggling, there’s a
good chance that their neighbors
could use a bit of help as well.

The American Hero Initiative
(AHI) was founded by two Los
Banos residents who took the
pains of financial struggle to heart
and set out to help Los Banos
veterans struggling with the costs
of everyday life.

Maria and Larry Phillips—
the founders of the AHI—have
worked with various organizations
around the community to provide
financial support for struggling
veterans of all ages.

They have been slowly spread-
ing their safety net northward
and southward, and they hope
to become a statewide initiative
someday.

Even local institutions, such
as the Los Banos fire depart-
ment, do their best to contribute
to the community’s health. Just
like the Phillips, the Los Banos
fire station (and some members



from surrounding fire stations) united to get a boot-full of
donations.

In early spring, local firefighters take to the city’s freeways
and inlets with plastic boots, collecting as many donations
as they can for the Burn Institute, a specialized medical
center dedicated to helping victims of fire catastrophes.

While the firehouse folks busy themselves with the char-
ity boots each spring, other local institutions open their
doors to help with other ongoing social
issues.

It takes real effort to keep the Golden State shiny and
clean, and plenty of people and organizations keep the
natural landscape pristine.

Pacheco Pass—aside from being the most prominent
mountain pass and state park nearest to the land we call
home—has a fascinating history of family business deals,
land disputes and, most importantly, land preservation.

Paula Fatjo, an eventual owner of the land her rela-
tive, Francisco Pacheco, passed down
to her, was granted to California for

This year, Mercey Springs Church of the
Nazarene has started hosting agents from
the Central Valley Immigrant Integration
Collective (CVIIC) to help those who need
support with immigration services figure out
the world of citizenship.

We're all
about that
local dough!

the express purpose of being a nature
preserve.

Thanks to litigation set forth by Fatjo
and generations of caretakers who have
nurtured the land after her, Los Banos
residents have ensured that Fatjo’s land

Rev. Raul Granillo, a longtime pastor of
Mercey Springs, has helped lead the charge
for this bold, new public service, which the
church and CVIIC staff alike intend to sustain.
In addition to its rich culture, California is known to
have some of the most stunning landscapes in the country,

and the wildlife of the Central Valley is as diverse as it is
beautiful.
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Los Banos, CA 93635
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& Each office is independently owned and operated.
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Fireworks

America’s Fundraiser

Los Banos non-profit organizations contact
Harlan Horvath 559-906-3519 or
Nicole Rodriguez 209-596-6170

has stayed healthy, clean and safe for
any traveler hoping to see the majesty of
the Central Valley.

The forward-thinkers of the valley have done much
more than preserve land for aesthetic and conservation
purposes. They have also been actively working toward
preserving the community’s health while maintaining the
environment’s.

CALL TODAY
for more information!

SUSAN V FAUSTINO
BRANCH MANAGER/LOAN ORIGINATOR

NMLS #269245
CELL: 209-678-2838
OFFICE: 209-862-1717
FAX: 925-488-4624

Susanv.Faustino@prmg.net
1300 Main Street, Newman, CA 95360

2025 Paramount Residential Mortgage Group, Inc. (“PRMG”) is a mortgage lender.
NMLS ID# 75243 (www.nmisconsumeraccess.org). 1265 Corona Pointe Court, Suite 301,
Corona, CA 92879. 866-776-4937. Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection and
Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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The Los Banos Club is always looking for people to join us who want to
make a difference in our community, our country and our world!
Rotary is international!

Check it out at www.Rotary.org.
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To learn more about Rotary or if you're interested in joining,

call Rotary President/Youth Director, Tanya Price
209-509-9187 - tpricerotary209@gmail.com

See what we’re doing at www.LBRotary.com



[.B offers citizens charcuterie
board of healthcare services

By Christina Rocha

ccess to healthcare plays an important role

in the quality of life of any community,

and Los Banos offers residents a broad
range of local medical services.

As the city continues to grow, its healthcare net-
work has expanded to provide care that supports
residents at every stage of life.

Healthcare in the community ranges from pre-
ventive medicine and routine checkups to specialty
treatment and recovery services, creating a system
of care that provides residents with easy access to
the care they need.

Memorial Hospital in Los Banos serves as a ma-
jor healthcare resource in the community, provid-
ing hospital-based treatment and medical services.

Residents also have access to a variety of family
medicine providers and clinics, including Family
Health Medical Center, Golden Valley Health Cen-
ter, Camarena Health, Los Banos Primary Care,
Apex Medical Group, Apex Annex Health Center,
Access Family Medical Center, Trinity Medical
Clinic, Sutter Gould Medical Foundation, and
Rural Health Clinic.

Los Banos also offers services that address
more immediate and specialized healthcare needs.
Premium Urgent Care and Agile Occupational
Medicine provide additional options for urgent and
occupational healthcare.

Specialty care is also available through provid-
ers such as Surgical Affiliates and Foot and Ankle

Apex Medical Group stands as a premier medical clinic,

offering a comprehensive spectrum of healthcare services
tailored to patients of all ages.

Everyone claps after the official ribbon was cut February 20, 2026 at the
new Memorial Hospital Los Banos Rural Health Clinic East located at 801
West L St.

Podiatric & Orthopedic Care,
while Infinite Women’s Care offers
women’s health services.

Diagnostic and support services,
including El Portal Imaging Center,
Labcorp, and Quest Diagnostics,
help connect patients to imaging,
laboratory testing and clinical
information that assist treatment
decisions.

Mental and behavioral health
resources are also available
throughout Los Banos, including
behavioral health support through
the Sutter Health Rural Health
Clinic East, which opened earlier
this year, and addiction rehabilita-
tion services through the Aegis
Treatment Centers.

More specialized assistance for
children with autism and attention-
deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD) is available through
CARES Consulting and Genesis
Behavior Center.

Residents also have access to

LIFE IN LOS BANOS [ 16 ] JUNE 2026

physical rehabilitation and recovery
services through Sport & Rehab
Physical Therapy and Golden Bear
Physical Therapy Rehabilitation &
Wellness.

Additional specialized treatment
is available at DaVita Los Banos
Dialysis for individuals requir-
ing dialysis care, and long-term
recovery support is available at Los
Banos Nursing Rehab LLC.

Vision care providers in Los Ba-
nos include Comprehensive Eyec-
are, Advanced Eyecare Associates,
and Sharma Nazhat Eye Clinic.

Dental and oral health services
are available through South Valley
Oral and Facial Surgery, Artistry in
Smiles, Shine Brite Dental, Suave
Dental, iDental Family Dentistry,
Mainstreet Dental, Sierra Dental
Group, and Western Dental.

Access to healthcare is also
strengthened through mobile and
outreach programs that bring ser-
vices directly into the community.



HOTEL
MISSION DE ORO

¢

Hotel Mission de Oro is a
premier corporate meeting and
special event venue in

Santa N?%/, CA

Ideal oasis for executive
retreats, conferences, and
team-building workshops.

Executive Retreats Conferences Team-Building Workshops Special Events

209-826-4444 | hotelmissiondeoro.com

Where productivity meets California hospitality.




Church Life In I.os Banos

By Rev. Stephen Hammond
SENIOR PASTOR OF BETHEL COMMUNITY CHURCH

rom its inception, Los Banos has had a rich

history of faith that is an important part of our

city’s foundation and life. The many churches
in Los Banos have played a vital role in the makeup,
the character and the community aspect that we
value so deeply.

From historic congregations to new church plants,
Los Banos has a wide variety of houses of worship to
choose from.

The most historic congregation in our city is the
United Methodist church, which can trace its roots
back 154 years. Then there is the St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church, which is just over 100 years old. Followed
by Calvary Baptist Church, First Baptist Church,
and then the Church of Christ, Bethel Community
Church, Westside Community Church and El Buen
Pastor Church. These are the historic foundations of
faith in Los Banos, with many other churches that
have followed.

There are now approximately 42 churches in
Los Banos, 31 English-speaking churches and 11
Spanish-speaking churches.

There is a wide variety of types of worship so that
anyone can find the specific flavor of their personal
worship experience. From ecumenical churches to
mainstream evangelical churches. From Pentecostal
churches to charismatic churches. There is something
for everyone.

There are several smaller congregations for a
more intimate worship experience, and some larger
congregations if someone would prefer a growing
church.

For many years, several of the churches of Los
Banos have worked and worshipped together to build
the faith community in our city. Every Easter, St.
John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church hosts an Easter
Sonrise service out at the Forebay. Usually several
churches participate together for this great commu-
nity event to honor the resurrection of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

Another great annual event is the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. march and service organized by a
group of pastors in Los Banos and hosted at Bethel
Community Church. In the past there was another
annual event called the Harvest of Fun, where 8-10
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Community members march from Los Banos City Hall to Bethel

Community Church during the annual Martin Luther King Jr. March in
PELETS'A

churches joined together for a
community harvest event on Hal-
loween night.

During two different time
periods, 5-8 churches have joined
together for joint services where we
worshipped together, and the pas-
tors rotated preaching.

Several pastors participate in
offering the invocation at our local
city council meetings. Our local
officials have always been very sup-
portive of our faith community and
recognize the importance of faith in
Los Banos.

The first Thursday of May is the
National Day of Prayer. The faith
community in Los Banos is blessed
to be able to celebrate this day in
our City Council Chambers, where
several pastors join together to
pray for our nation, state and local
governments, plus the churches and
families of Los Banos, as well as our
schools and children. Pastors take
turns praying over different topics,
and we rotate speaking each year.

It always amazes me that will all
of our differences in worship styles,
when we come together at events
like this, there is a beauty that
pleases Almighty God. He tells us
this in Psalm 133:1, “How good and
pleasant it is when God’s people live
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together in unity”

During Covid we saw a few
churches close down, and some
have struggled to recover from
that difficult season. Since then
we have seen a few churches being
planted in our city, and the faith
community seems to be growing
once again. We are seeing more
youth groups starting as well as
young adult groups. This summer,
there will be a few Vacation Bible
School programs available for
children during the summer break
from school.

Our churches are very compas-
sionate and giving whenever there
is a need in Los Banos. Many serve
meals to the homeless encamp-
ment, and a few have food pantries
and do weekly food distributions.

Churches remain an integral
part of life in Los Banos as they
have from the beginning of our
city. We all work very hard to re-
main relevant and involved in our
community.

Our purpose will remain to share
the love of God and the salvation
that is found in Jesus to all who will
believe. I encourage everyone to try
out one of the many churches in the
city of Los Banos and experience
God for yourself.



Looking for a location to Host an Event?
Consider the Merced County Spring Fairgrounds *
for your Wedding, Birthday, or Anniversary Party.

Consider the Los Banos Fairgrounds. Buildings of various sizes to choose from with
immunities such as catering kitchens, wood flooring, floor to ceiling windows,
outside lawn area with ample shade trees, stage, etc.

*
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Make plans to attend the 2027 Merced County Spring Fair!
April 28, - May 2, 2027

: * For more information check out:
www.mcspringfair.com
Call us at: 209-826-5166
Email: SpringFair@CountyOfMerced.com
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Welcome to the 1.os Banos

Unified School District

Los Banos Unified School District Facilities Director Sherry Munday, center right, and the Transitional Kindergarten Center
Principal Laura Brady, center left, together cut the ribbon on May 21 officially opening the school.

By Lena Magee

he Los Banos Uni-

fied School District

(LBUSD) is made up
of 16 public schools, includ-
ing nine elementary schools,
two junior high schools
and two high schools. In
addition to these are an
independent study campus,
an opportunity school, a
continuation high school,
several preschools and a
transitional kindergarten
(TK) center.

The Early Education
Center, located at 1851 East
B St., houses the TK Center
and several preschool
classrooms. The center
recently updated its existing
facility with a brand-new
transitional kindergarten
classroom and four new
preschool classrooms. There
are also preschools located
at Westside Union, Henry
Miller, RM Miano and
Mercy Springs Elementary.

Ranging from the historic
Volta Elementary, located
outside of Los Banos to the
northwest, to R.M. Miano at

the heart of the city, parents
have their choice of nine el-
ementary schools within the
district. Other elementary
schools include Charleston,
Grasslands, Henry Miller,
Lorena Falasco, Los Banos,
Mercey Springs and West-
side Union Elementary.

Volta Elementary has
existed since 1959, sur-
rounded by agricultural
land and a short hop from
the Volta Wildlife Area. The
school recently underwent
renovations and moderniza-
tion efforts and is now home
to an entirely new admin-
istrative building, updated
facilities and a newly paved
parking lot.

Grasslands Elementary is
one of the newest schools in
Los Banos, opened in 2020.
In 2025, State Superinten-
dent Tony Thurmond hon-
ored Grasslands Elementary
as a 2025-26 Distinguished
School, which awarded the
school’s growth in academ-
ics, academic excellence and
positive school climate.

For students in TK to
eighth grade, the district’s

Learning Educational Activi-
ties Program (LEAP) includes
before-school, after-school,
summer and intersession pro-
grams. Before and after school
programs offer nutritional
breakfasts and snacks, respec-
tively, homework assistance
and tutoring, and a variety of
enrichment activities. Summer
and intersession programs
include educational field trips,
arts and crafts and interactive
games.

LEAP is not available at
every school. Check the school
district’s website to see which
programs are available.

Los Banos has four second-
ary schools: Los Banos Junior
High, Creekside Junior High,
Los Banos High, and Pacheco
High School. Los Banos High
School has been open since
1964, with a campus of 110
classrooms and a comprehen-
sive administrative team. Pa-
checo High School opened in
2010, and in 2025 was ranked
first among high schools in
Merced County by U.S. News
& World Report.

In addition to these schools,
the district also has an op-
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portunity school with San Luis
High, an independent study
campus in Crossroads, and a
continuation high school with
Los Banos Valley Community
School.

Crossroads offers classes
for students from seventh to
12th grade, both in person and
virtual. The school provides an
alternative route for students
to complete requirements for
junior high and a high school
diploma.

San Luis High and Valley
Community School provide
an environment for students
to complete credits necessary
for high school graduation
and opportunities outside the
classroom to explore different
colleges and career paths.

For more information about
a school within the district,
you can visit the LBUSD
website at losbanosusd.org, or
to contact the district directly,
you can call 209-826-3801 or
visit their office. The office is
located at 1717 S. Eleventh St.,
and open seven days a week
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
closed for lunch between 11:30
a.m. and 12:30 p.m.



Senior Brown Bag Program

Helping seniors stretch their grocery budgets with supplemental groceries
twice a month.

More Than Groceries—A Sense of Security

For many older adults, Brown Bag days mean peace of mind. Reliable food support
allows them to stretch their limited income—covering medications, rent, and other
essentials without sacrificing their health.

W Who It's For:

Merced and Mariposa County residents 55+
Income at or under $2,100/month
Bring ID, proof of income, and proof of residency to register at your pickup site.

? Distribution Times & Locations

2nd & 4th Thursdays * 9:00-11:00 AM
Los Banos — New Beginnings Church, 821 W L St
Dos Palos — Carver Center, 21475 Reynolds Ave
Dos Palos - Living Well Café, 931 Center St

¢ Why It Matters:

27,500+ seniors in Merced County live near or below the poverty line

Many live on less than $1,756/month

This year, government cutbacks mean more seniors in need - and less funding to
support them.

How You Can Help:
It takes just $100 to sponsor one senior for a year.
Each bag is a reminder that someone cares—and that they are not alone.

Make a difference today.
Support the Senior Brown Bag Program at www.mmcfb.org.



Look no turther than your own
backyard for a wildlife experience

By Daniela Macias

ou don’t have to travel far for an exciting wildlife
experience. In Los Banos, you can catch a glimpse of
critters in their natural habitat.

The San Luis National Wildlife Refuge has been protecting
the nature of Los Banos since 1967. It was established under
the Migratory Bird Conservation Act and has over 26,800
acres for visitors to explore.

The refuge comprises six intertwining sections: San Luis,
East Bear Creek, West Bear Creek, Freitas, Blue Goose and
Kesterson.

The eastern portion of the refuge is split into two sections
due to the San Joaquin River flowing through the land.

The refuge is home to an assortment of unique species, such
as the San Joaquin kit fox, longhorned fairy shrimp, and the
California tiger salamander. Along with these creatures, you
can spot different species of birds, mammals, fish, insects and
amphibians.

If you're lucky, you may have a tule elk sighting. Tule elk are
a subspecies of elk that is native to California. This subspecies
of elk was on the brink of extinction in the 1800s due to hunt-
ing and displacement by cattle.

“The refuge has played a key role in the recovery of tule
elk, a non-migratory elk subspecies found only in California.
Prior to the mid-1800s, an estimated 500,000 tule elk lived in
California.

“Due to over-hunting and loss of natural habitat, they were
nearly driven to extinction by the turn of the 20th century—by
some accounts, the population was reduced to as few as 20 to
30 individuals,” said Wildlife Refuge Manager Jack Sparks.

The species was thought to be extinct, but they were pre-
served by multiple conservation groups, including Los Banos’
own Henry Miller.

According to the National Park Service, Henry Miller made
an effort to save a group of tule elk discovered on his ranch
in 1874. The tule elk can be spotted on the tule elk auto tour
route.

The route spans 5 miles and is open year-round. During
the tour, visitors are guided around an 800-acre enclosure. A
wildlife viewing platform allows people to observe this species
in their native grassland habitat.

The refuge is home to many species of birds and waterfowl.
“The refuge is a major wintering ground and migratory stop-
over point for large concentrations of waterfowl, shorebirds
and other waterbirds. More than 25 species of shorebirds have

Many types of wildlife can be seen in and around Los Banos.

been documented at the
refuge,” Sparks said.

You can spot many dif-
ferent species of ducks and
geese roaming around, in-
cluding green-winged teal,
mallard, gadwall, northern
shoveler, cinnamon teal,
northern pintail, greater
white-fronted geese, snow
geese, Ross’s geese, and
Aleutian cackling geese.

If you're interested in taking
a leisurely stroll throughout
the refuge, they offer eight na-
ture trails open to foot traffic
only. The trails vary in mileage
and difficulty, but most of
the trails are leashed dog and
child-friendly.

The Keterson trail is the
only trail not marked as
child-friendly because it is
labeled as moderately dif-
ficult and 25.07 miles long.

The refuge offers hunting
opportunities for sportspeo-
ple throughout the water-
fowl hunting season. Res-
ervations are not required,
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but booking a reservation
in advance can guarantee a
spot during the busiest days
of the season.

Each hunter will need to
obtain a current California
hunting license, California
duck stamp validation,
federal duck stamp, harvest
information program
validation and a type A pass
for hunting at a California
state-operated hunting area.

If you plan to hunt pheas-
ant or snipe, you will need
upland game bird valida-
tion. “Waterfowl generally
remain until late March
before beginning their jour-
ney back north to breeding
areas; however, some mal-
lard, gadwall and cinnamon
teal remain in the area to
nest and raise young.

“Shorebirds, including
species of sandpipers and
plovers, can be found in
the tens of thousands from
autumn through spring,”
Sparks said.
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SOARES LUMBER &
PS.G. FENCING

* Patio Covers * Concrete
 Redwood & Cedar Fencing e Metal Buildings
* Tree Removal * |Installation

Custom Decks

A Family Owned

. . Business For
I Mill Work Available 37 Years

Call for a free estimate 1218 D St., Los Banos, CA 93635
of your project! (Located one street over from

209-829-0700 © Lic.#606051 Premiere Cinemas)




Longtime volunteer highlights wide
range of service opportunities in 1.B

By Kristina Solomita

rom churches and schools to service clubs, youth

programs and city events, Los Banos relies heavily

on volunteers to keep essential community services
running.

Few people understand that better than Sandy Lemas, who
has spent more than four decades involved in local volunteer
work and community organizations.

Lemas moved to Los Banos in 1983 and immediately
became immersed in the city’s civic life through her work with
Merced County’s Worknet program.

“My employment at Worknet involved getting involved
with the Los Banos Chamber of Commerce since I was in the
employment and training fields. I got acquainted with all of
the local businesses and community-based organizations,”
she said.

That early exposure led her to a lifetime of service. “Before
long, I was recruited . . . to join Soroptimist International in
1986 and am still an active member””

Her volunteer work expanded quickly. She served on the
chamber board, joined Relay for Life, became involved with
Habitat for Humanity, and helped launch the Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance (VITA) program locally.

“The staff would see a need and work on finding solu-
tions,” she said. “Since so many of our Worknet customers
were low-income or on unemployment, staff started doing
the VITA program after hours to help them get their taxes
done at no cost”

After retiring in 2011, Lemas only increased her involve-
ment. “I continued doing even more volunteer services in the
community since I was now a woman of leisure, ha ha,” she
said.

She continued VITA through the Salvation Army, where the
program now assists 350 to 400 residents annually.

Her work there also connected her to additional programs,
including homeless services, a Dress for Success clothing
closet, a HOPE referral center and youth programs.

According to Lemas, nearly every corner of Los Banos has
opportunities for volunteers. “All schools and churches are in
need of volunteers. Animal Shelter.

“Parks and Recreation always are in need of volunteers in
their sports programs as coaches, etc., and helping out with
community events during special holidays,” she said.

She also listed the Police Activities League (PAL), VITA,
and numerous service clubs, including Soroptimist, Rotary,

Each year many community members volunteer to prepare
the rigatoni dinner at the Los Banos D.E.S. Hall as part of a
fundraiser for the Central Valley Honor Flight whereby local
veterans are flown to Washington D.C.

Kiwanis, Lions, Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) and
the American Legion. Local
government offices also rely
on volunteers, including the
Merced County Fairgrounds.

Churches, in particular,
play a major role in meet-
ing immediate needs. “Local
churches provide so many
immediate need type services
... There is unlimited need
and limited resources,’
Lemas said.

Volunteer needs shift
throughout the year. “Relay
for Life was just held ... I do
Kids Camp, which is fun for
the kids, and rely on volun-
teers to help,” she said.

The VITA program runs
from January through April,
and many organizations host
annual events that require
significant volunteer support.

Some roles require train-
ing or background checks,
especially those involv-
ing youth. “Most churches
require a background check
if you are working with
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children . .. All schools
require background checks,
depending on what you are
doing as well”

VITA volunteers must
complete an IRS-based certi-
fication. But Lemas empha-
sized that there are oppor-
tunities for everyone. “Any
group I have worked with
can find suitable volunteer
opportunities for everyone.”

Lemas said volunteers are
essential to the function-
ing of many local programs.
“Many organizations and
clubs would not be able to
provide all of the services and
opportunities without vol-
unteers. Volunteers save the
taxpayers so much money
by helping out with services,
especially for the youth”

Churches, she added, often
help residents bridge the gap
before government services
can be processed. “So many
churches help residents with
their immediate needs and
help them get through a dif-
ficult time,” Lemas said.
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CHRISTINE KINSLEY
Realtor®since 2001
Trust and Probate Specialist

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

Drysdale Properties

1209 Sixth St., Unit B

Los Banos, CA 93635

C: 209.631.4049

christine.kinsley@yahoo.com
CAL BRE# 01306231

=) A member of the franchise
system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

=

Authentic Chinese Cuisine ® Specializing in Mandarin & Cantonese
Dining ¢ Banquets

* Beer & Wine ¢ Special Requests Welcome
¢ Food to go...

Business Hours: 11 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Closed Tuesday

Call 827-3789

'E‘| 829 W. Pacheco Blvd. Los Banos rE'

Locally owned and operated

- UPS® Shipping - Moving Supplies
- Mailbox Services - Packaging Materials
- Printing Services - Live Scan

- Office Supplies Fingerprinting

: i i~ac - Large Format
Packing Serylces Printing, Shredding,
+Notary Services  and Copying

LIFE
IN LoS Banos

2026 Sponsor

DISTRICT WASHINGTON
OFFICE OFFICE
90 S. First Street 1230 Longworth

Turlock, CA 95380
(209) 226-6880

Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-1947
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We Specialize In “Problem Water”
* Nitrate Removal ® Bacteria Removal

\  Calcium, Iron & Sulphur Removal
cr . Bonded e Insured

‘,

?
% * Residential ® Commercial Licensed
\ ® Industrial ® Softening
epe e cp #769544
® Conditioning ® Purifying
\ 100%

Service On Most Makes Financing

Free Consultations
Sales ¢ Rentals

N\

30 Years
Experience

-- Serving The Valley Locally ---
‘ 209-826-7310 » 1-800-668-3016
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CHRISTINE KINSLEY NANCY BALATTI SOARES SUZANNE COLE ELIZABETH MORENO NYOMI CHAVEZ BLANCA DURAN SEAN KINSLEY
DRE#01705386 DRE#01306231 DRE#01460213 DRE#01959620 DRE#01897266 DRE#01815193 DRE# 02031934 DRE#02048754
PH. 805.512.3787 PH. 209.631.4049 PH. 209.704.0234 PH. 209.704.4605 PH. 209.628.7471 PH. 209.261.4396 PH. 209.675.0649 PH. 209.704.2415
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OFFICE MANAGER

JORGE HERNANDEZ

ANGIE MENDOZA
DRE#02081926
PH. 209.752.0998

SHUYUE MARTINEZ
DRE#02118048
PH. 209.509.8043

PATRICIA TAYLOR
DRE#01436773
PH. 650.335.5655

CECELIA HERNANDEZ
DRE#02179140
PH. 408.838.0923

ADA SANDOVAL
DRE#02153129
PH. 559.417.1445

PREET GILLION
DRE#02164421
PH. 408.499.4952

LORENA ARAUJO
DRE# 02232407
PH. 209.430.0789

Bl

PH. 209.826.8271

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

1209 6th Street Ste, B. Los Banos, CA 93635
Office 209-826-4278 | www.bhhsdrysdale.com
Se Habla Espafiol

DRYSDALE
PROPERTIES

LLC. BRE# 01499008 ©2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. Real Estate Brokerage Services are offered through the network member franchisees of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Most franchisees are

independently owned and operated. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America,

TRAZARRA GRACE JANETH MIRANDA CINDY GRIFALL VICTOR MORENO ADRIANNA DISCUA KENDRA CAVANAH ANGELICA CABRERA AMY FANNON
Growth & Operations DRE#02096234 DRE# 02233351 DRE#02242417 DRE#02246622 DRE# 02151254 DRE# 02261927
Specialist PH. 209.628.4935 PH. 408.612.7255 PH. 510.566.9365 PH. 510.461.9044 PH. 209.509.8344 PH. 209.704.0798
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Inc.® Information not verified or guaranteed. If your property is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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900 channels, and nothing on TV?

PHOENIA BOOKS

Visit us on line:
https://www.facebook.com/PhoenixBooksLosBanos
https://www.ebay.com/str/joannesusedbooks
Email: nco4242@shcglobal.net « Joanne Hoefer

936 6th Street, Los Banos * 209-826-3797
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4 N\

Joe G. Gutierrez, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0758271

964 J Street,

Los Banos, CA 93635

Bus: 209-826-4963

Cell: 209-769-7953
joe@joegutierrezinsurance.com

ADVANCED AUTO GLASS OF LOS BANOS

ADAS Calibrations
Lifetime Leakage Warranty
Window Motors and Regulators

We Provide Free Mobile Service

and 100% Satisfaction Rating with
All Insurance Companies!

Autos * AG Equipment ¢ Classic
Custom ¢ RVs or Sunroofs

MARLENE M. FREITAS
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

815 4™ STREET, LOS BANOS, CA 93635

MARLENE M. FREITAS, OWNER
Phone (209) 826-0353 | Fax (209) 826-6031
Email: m-freitas@att.net

MONTHLY, QUARTERLY,
ANNUAL BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

COMPLETE

PAYROLL SERVICES
For the best accounting
and tax services in your

Customer satisfaction is high
on the list of goals we set for
ourselves.

Bookkeeping...
General Ledger
Balance Sheet
Income Statements
Bank Reconciliations
Cash Flow Statements

Providing fast, friendly, efficient
bookkeeping and tax services
in Los Banos and the
surrounding areas since 1985.

“Our clients are our
most valuable asset” Payroll...

We offer weekly,

bi-weekly, semi-monthly, and

monthly payroll service

We have set the standard for
accurate, dependable,
accounting and tax services at
reasonable rates.

Taxes...
We have been serving Payroll Taxes
Los Banos and surrounding Sales Taxes

communities since 1985. Other Business Taxes
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il Professional Law Corporation
Areas of Practice

Estate Planning e Probate ® Trust Administration
Family Law e Civil Litigation ® Criminal Defense
Business Law ® Landlord/Tenant & Immigration Law

Attorneys
Edward M. Amaral, Scott Jordan & Lisete M. Silva
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More than a fair:
A celebration of 1.os Banos

By Daniela Macias

he May Day Spring Fair is woven into Los

Banos history, with generations of Merced

County residents growing up attending
the fair as a family tradition.

The annual event’s origins go back more than
135 years and began as a simple community
barbecue hosted by Henry Miller, widely known
as the “Cattle King of California” Throughout the
135-year evolution of the beloved tradition, it has
remained true to its roots.

The barbecue has expanded into a large-scale
event with a Queen and Little Princess competi-
tion, craft and history exhibits, carnival rides,
food vendors and plenty of entertainment. An
event that centers around the roots of this agri-
cultural community is the livestock auction. Even
if youre not showing or bidding on livestock, the
presence of the auction affects the entire com-
munity.

The hands-on support and experience 4-H and
FFA youth receive through the Little Hands ex-
hibit and The Heritage Foundation prepares them
for a future of feeding the Los Banos community.

The Heritage Foundation was founded in 2011
by Pat Gallicho, Fair Director of 20 years. Since its
founding, the foundation has raised 2.6 million
for youth scholarship awards and raised money
to improve the youth livestock portion of the
fairgrounds.

The support from local

The Morning Star Company representative and The Merced County
Spring Fair 2026 Grand Marshal, Hans Younce, standing center, successful
bids on the original fair painting during the livestock auction.

A Grand Marshal is chosen to lead the parade every year. This is an
honor, as each grand marshal has made a significant impact on the Los
Banos community. Hans Younce was the latest grand marshal appointed
and has been a longtime supporter of the fair.

His biggest role during the fair as a Morning Star Representative
is supporting the work of 4-H and FFA youth. In preparation for the
fair, kids send him letters, encouraging him to watch them show their
animals on auction day.

The most recent fair week came with a special collaboration between
Merced County and Valley Children’s Madera. The sponsorship from
Valley Children’s granted free admission to children
12 years and younger, which allowed more partici-

businesses and community
members plays a vital role
in the auction, with many
buyers returning each year
to support the next gen-
eration of agriculture in the

A tradition
at the core of
festivities

pation from families.

Lynee Ashbeck, Valley Children’s chief com-
munity impact officer, on the partnership stated:
“Valley Children’s is honored to collaborate with
Merced County to expand access to the fair, giving
local families more opportunities to come together,

community. “The total for all
auctions and bump-ups was
over 1.2 million,” said Cinnamon Howell, Spring
Fair Manager.

The parade is a tradition at the core of the fes-
tivities. The highly anticipated event drew crowds
of up to 60,000 in the 50s and 60s. Today, the fair
continues to draw large crowds and community
participation in the parade.

celebrate Merced County and enjoy healthy out-
door activities”

More than a century after Henry Miller brought Los Banosans to-
gether, the May Day Spring Fair continues to evolve to meet the needs of
the current community.

Throughout all the changes, the fairgrounds remain a place that holds
many memories of the past. As families and friends gather each year
to create new memories, the fair stands as a demonstration of the hard
work that was put into building this community.
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From an Ag point of view

By Kirsten Areias

don’t imagine most of you go in depth to delve into
Iagricultural information and statistics. You might

not have even noticed that the U.S. has a new Food
Pyramid; as long as that food is in the fridge and ends
up on your table all is good, right? Maybe not, the food
universe is changing.

We have a new Food Pyramid, and a close look at it
tells you that agriculture and what it produces are the
right stuff.

Even though those boxes in our pantry and processed
food and drinks in our fridge don't resemble what the
original farm commodity looked like, they have become
part of our eating habits. The Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Robert Kennedy and USDA Secretary
Brooke Rollins would like us to increase our consump-
tion of food that looks like the original...fruit - not
fruit roll-ups, meat — not impossible burgers, cow’s milk
- not the substitutes, etc.

“These Guidelines return us to the basics,” Secretary
Kennedy said. “American households must prioritize
whole, nutrient-dense foods — protein, dairy, veg-
etables, fruits, healthy fats and whole grains — and
dramatically reduce highly processed foods. This is how
we Make America Healthy Again”

If you look at the image from the USDA, you will
find much of what we should be eating can be found in
Merced County... and lots of it!

I would like to thank Merced County Farm Bureau
for compiling the Agriculture Statistics used in my
article.

The following information is from the Merced
County Farm Bureau Report on Agriculture for 2024:
Agriculture commodities in our county grossed
$4,223,547,000 in 2024! Here is the rundown of the
Agricultural commodities in Merced County that are
important to the new Food Pyramid and a few inter-
esting facts:

#1 Commodity: Dairy

Dairy had another big year, with an overall gross
value of $1,250,286,000. What is surprising about this
value is that the state experienced a surge in HPAI
(Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza) commonly known
as Bird Flu, but it affects more than birds.

It began in the latter part of the year in the herds,
greatly affecting milk production, yet Merced County
only experienced a 2% decrease in milk. HPAI con-

Employees at Ingomar Packing Company work on the line that

washes the tomatoes.

tinued to spread in California
dairy herds through the rest of
2025.

California is the #1 Dairy
State, and Merced County is the
#2 dairy-producing county in
the U.S. Cows produce, on aver-
age, about nine gallons of milk
per day, or about 3,000 gallons
per year.

They are great recyclers,
eating food waste that would
otherwise end up in landfills.
This includes almond hulls, cot-
tonseed, bakery waste, orange
peels, vegetable waste, etc.

We hear a lot about the
methane that cows produce,
but fear not, California dairy
families are handling that too,
with the use of methane digest-
ers to capture that gas and turn
it into biogas.

If you look at the Pyramid,
you will see prominently posi-
tioned at the top, (whole) milk,
butter, yogurt and cheese. Dairy
plays a big role in health, and
Merced County plays a big role
in the production of all of those.
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Cattle & Calves

This category brought in
an impressive $423,895,000 in
2024. 1 don’t have the stats for
2025, but I'm sure it is signifi-
cantly higher!

The Pyramid emphasizes real
meat, and again features that
prominently in both the form
of steak and hamburger. Yes,
it is expensive, especially right
now! So you ask, why is it so
expensive? Supply and demand
is the answer, and NWS (New
World Screwworm) has affected
the supply.

NWS has stopped the im-
portation of cattle from Mexico
as of May, 2025. We annually
import more than a million
head of cattle from Mexico, but
that has stopped.

New World Screwworms
are fly larvae that burrow into
a wound. The maggots hatch
and eat the flesh and blood of
their cattle host with their tiny
mouth hooks. The infection
from the NWS can kill an adult
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cow within 1-2 weeks, so you can see
why that border is closed.

Sweet Potatoes

Sweet potatoes are not on the New
Pyramid, but they should be! Merced
County’s production value of Sweet
Potatoes is $295,881,000, a 12% increase
from 2023.

California sweet potatoes contain
manganese, which is a mineral that
helps support healthy blood sugar lev-
els, which can help stabilize the appetite
for hours.

Approximately 22,000 acres of Cali-
fornia farmland are planted to sweet
potatoes, and around 80% of that acre-
age is in Merced, Fresno and Stanislaus
Counties. The secret is in the soil; it
needs to be sandy.

Chickens

The United States consumes 8 billion
chickens a year and around 250 eggs per
person. Chicken manure is also used
as soil fertilizer and contains nutrients
such as Calcium, Magnesium, Sulfur,
Copper, Zinc, Chlorine, Boron, Iron

and Molybdenum. You can’t miss that

big chicken on the top of the New Food

Pyramid, or the egg!

Tomatoes

Anyone who lives in Los Banos, and

Merced County for that matter, knows

that we grow A LOT of tomatoes. They

are everywhere, in fields, in trucks, in
processing plants, on trains going to
destinations all over the country and
world! We even have an annual Los
Banos Tomato Festival to bring the

community together to celebrate every-

thing tomato. Their value in 2024 was
$157,505,000.

Eggs
In Merced County, eggs brought in
$113,832,000 in 2024. That’s a lot of

eggs! Eggs are so healthy they are called

“nature’s multivitamin” containing
B12, B2, Vitamin A, Vitamin B5 and
Selenium. They also contain special
antioxidants and brain nutrients that
many are deficient in, and we can all

agree that anything that helps our brain

is a good thing!

These are just the highlights. Merced
County grows so much more: almonds,
corn, cotton, hay, silage, wheat, fruits,
etc. California is called the Breadbasket
of the World, (though that ‘breadbasket’
would contain a lot more than bread!)
There is no other agricultural place like
Merced County, and Los Banos is a big
part of that.

I invite you to take a drive down any
of our country roads and you will see
many of God’s wonders growing in that
rich Los Banos soil, with a historical wa-
ter delivery system that is a part of our
agricultural history and growth.

Along that drive you will find the
work of devoted farm families that have,
for generation after generation, dedi-
cated their lives to feeding the world.

Even though the U.S. has only 4% of
the earth’s population, the other 96%
depend heavily on the U.S. to feed and
fuel much of the world. U.S. farmers
face a plethora of ups and downs, but
they ‘plow’ through them all, the good,
the bad and the ugly; the profit and the
loss to do what they do, farm and feed
all of us.
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Home

Careful diagnostic
testing is the key to
cost-effective energy
upgrades

Performance Contracting

ince 1984, when Richard L. Young founded Young'’s

Air Conditioning, and continuing in 2003 when son’s

Richard and Charles took over the family business,

Young’s Air Conditioning earned a reputation as the
area’s leading provider of energy efficient heating and cooling
services. For over a century, the Young family has actively
participated in and contributed to numerous community
organizations and charities. Their dedication to the community
extends to the services they perform, which are carried out
with a high standard of work ethics, professional performance,
cost effectiveness and exceptional customer service.

Young’'s Air Conditioning, a “Bryant” factory authorized
dealer for heating and cooling systems, knows how important
your comfort, health and safety are. They also know that the
health of our planet should also be a priority. According to the
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 19 percent of all
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States are caused by
the energy used in homes. Your home may produce more than
your car! Skyrocketing energy prices have caused utility bills
to raise higher and higher, requiring you to choose between
your family’s comfort and keeping costs under control.

Home performance contracting has become a household
term and Young’s has the systems, procedures, training, and
certifications to perform this service. Young’s Air Conditioning
uses a comprehensive “house as a system” approach to
upgrading the energy systems in existing homes. A complete
battery of diagnostic tests and careful analysis are performed
by Certified Building Performance Industry (BPI) Advisors.
Young’s Air Conditioning currently has four Certified BPI

Advisors on staff. Certified BPI Advisors use the most advanced
tools and techniques available to perform comprehensive
home energy audits. This holistic approach, and attention to
detail, allows Young’s to accurately diagnose the root source
of your home’s problems, recommend a solution, and provide
dramatic and immediate results including

e A safe, comfortable, and less drafty home

e Enhanced indoor air
family’s health

quality to protect your

Guaranteed energy savings

Increased energy efficiency and environmental
protection

Improved  home and  reduced

maintenance costs

durability

e |ncreased resale value

After fully assessing your home, a Young's Advisor will assist
you in selecting the energy improvements that will be the best
investments for your home and family. Solutions are affordable
for homeowners of all income levels. Young's offers flexible
and low-interest financing options, as well as help facilitating
rebates and tax credits that may be available from local utilities
or government agencies.

Beyond the tangible benefits, like saving money and doing
your part for the environment, you will have the peace of mind
knowing your house is safe, comfortable, clean and healthy!
Young’s Air Conditioning and Bryant doing WHATEVER IT
TAKES® to meet your home performance needs.

25 West G Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
209-826-4807
www.youngsair.com
License #461520

Satisfaction Guaranteed!




Your house
IS a system

The Young’s Air Conditioning solution does not focus on a single home component, but considers
how all systems work together efficiently to provide fewer drafts, consistent temperature distribution
across all rooms, better humidity control proper ventilation, and lower utility bills. Call Young’s Air
Conditioning today to schedule your home energy assessment.
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Los Banos Library offers
a welcoming place to learn,
connect and explore

By Amal Marouf

he Los Banos
Library is one of the
city’s most valuable

community spaces, offering
residents much more than
books. From storytimes
and student resources to
public computers, Wi-Fi,
digital materials and family
programs, the library helps
connect people to informa-

tion, education and each other.
The library has been part of the Los Ba-
nos community for more than a century. It

More than

books, the
library brings

the community

together.

branch library in Merced County. In its early
years, the library operated out of the Miller
and Lux building with a collection of only 278
books.

The first dedicated library building was con-
structed in 1912, and in 1965, the library moved
into its current building. More than 100 years
later, the library continues to serve residents of
all ages and backgrounds.

According to County Librarian Amy Taylor
and librarian Jessica Lugo, the library remains
an important community resource because it
gives residents free access to books, eBooks,

audiobooks, public computers, Wi-Fi, printing and online resources. The

older adults.

was established in 1910, making it the first

library also offers programs and events for children, teens, adults and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 [>{>

LIFE IN LOS BANOS [ 34 ] JUNE 2026



SUPPORTING
COMMUNITY

Proudly supporting local organizations that

strengthen literacy, youth leadership, and public safety in Los Banos.
4 V4 N N
RICHARD MARTORELLY || meee | e | s,
TAXES AND BO THE LIBRARY LEAGUE el
1321 PARADISE LANE LOS BANOS, CALIFORNIA 93635 . T Serving and
martorellobookkeeping@mail.com Support;rrl]% Heracy BUI::]I(;‘ ?:r(:ag?irr?; ter prote(?ting

(209) 826 4991 \__ lifelong learning. )\  opportunities. ) { _ our community. )

vou can cuance A Child’s StOTY

A CASA volunteer advocates for children who, through no fault of their own, are in foster care. The foster care system and dependency court
can be difficult to navigate, especially for children whose lives have been turned upside down. Many have experienced abuse, neglect, or
abandonment, and the people who should love and care for them are unable to do so.

Children in foster care often move between homes and schools, and the professionals in their lives may
change over time. In the midst of this uncertainty, a CASA Advocate is often the one consistent adult in their life.

CASA volunteers are trained community members who speak up for a child’s best interests and help

ensure their voice is heard in court. While many things in a foster child’s life may change, their CASA Advocate remains a steady, supportive
presence—and that Advocate is a volunteer.

What is a CASA? How to donate

For more information on how you can help, call

Cynthia, Advocate Helena, Advocate Tedi, Advocate 2 0 9 - 7 2 2 - 2 2 7 2

I do it for Iwould highly encourage ! became the person I . .
the kids! people to become a  needed as a child. You visit our website www.mercedcasa.org
CASA volunteer. can be that person too.

or scan the QR codes below
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Taylor and Lugo described it as “a
place to learn, access technology and
connect with community resources”

One thing that makes the Los Banos
Library special is the community it
serves. Los Banos is a diverse city with
a large bilingual population, and the
library works to make everyone feel
welcome.

“It’s a place where people of all
ages and backgrounds can learn and
connect with each other,” Taylor and
Lugo said. Bilingual staff is available
to help Spanish-speaking patrons, and
the library also offers Spanish Bilingual
Storytime every Friday at 10:30 a.m.

The library also receives strong sup-
port from the Friends of the Los Banos
Library. The group raises funding for
library programs and improvements,
including puppet and magic shows for
families, carpeting, shelving, furniture,
and the garden and benches near the
entrance. These additions help make
the library not only useful but also
inviting for residents and visitors.

For families with young children, the
library offers several weekly programs.
Sensory play for children ages 0 to

2 is held on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.

Tiny Tales Storytime is offered on
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. and includes
picture books, fingerplays and music
for children ages 3 to 6 and their
caregivers.

These programs give children a fun
introduction to reading while also
giving parents and caregivers a place to
meet others in the community.

Teens also have programs designed
for them. Tuesday afternoons are
dedicated to Teen Tuesdays, which
include different crafts and activi-
ties. Adults can enjoy adult coloring
every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m., while
older adults can participate in crafts,
puzzles, workshops and technology
assistance. These programs show that
the library is not only for one age
group. It is a place for everyone.

One of the most popular programs
at the Los Banos Library is Summer

Reading. This year’s theme is “Plant

a Seed, Read,” and the program runs
from June 6 through Aug. 5. Children,
teens and adults can participate by
tracking their reading and earning
prizes. Taylor and Lugo said Summer
Reading is popular because “it gives
children, teens and adults a fun reason
to read throughout the summer”

The library is also an important
resource for students. Students can
use books, computers, Wi-Fi, printing
services and research materials.

State Library Parks Passes, which pro-
vide free vehicle entry to participating
California State Parks. These services
make the library helpful for learning,
entertainment and family outings.

For people moving to Los Banos,
the library can be a helpful first
stop. New residents can sign up for a
library card, use computers and Wi-
Fi, attend programs and learn more
about community resources. It is a
place where people can ask questions,
get help and begin feeling connected

The library offers to the city.
Homework Help The library
Online, which is also con-
provides on-de- tinuing to

mand tutoring and
homework support
for kindergarten
through 12th grade
from 1 to 10 p.m. in
English and Spanish.

The library helps
residents learn,
connecl, and feel
welcome.

grow with the
community.
Recently, it
added a new
television and
a Nintendo

Students can also

use online databases

that provide access to peer-reviewed
journals, magazines, books and news-
paper publications.

Another helpful resource is the Driv-
er Education Program, which offers
practice tests for the California driver
examination. These resources are free
with a library card.

Technology access is another im-
portant service. The library provides
public computers, Wi-Fi and printing.
Printing from a public computer or
Wi-Fi costs 20 cents per page, and the
self-service photocopier costs 15 cents
per copy.

Staff members are available to help
patrons with basic technology ques-
tions, online resources and digital
library services.

Some residents may not know that
the library offers many services beyond
physical books. Patrons can borrow
eBooks, eAudiobooks and eMagazines
through the Libby app. They can also
stream movies and documentaries
through Kanopy.

The library also offers California
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Switch, allow-

ing the library
to host movie nights and gaming
programs. These new activities give
families, teens and community mem-
bers more ways to gather and enjoy
the library.

Taylor and Lugo said they wish more
residents knew that “the library is for
everyone.” They said they often hear
from patrons who appreciate being
able to borrow books they might not
otherwise be able to afford.

New books can be expensive, but the
library gives people access to them at
no cost. “It’s always rewarding to see
someone leave with a book they were
excited to read and did not think they
would be able to get,” they said.

For anyone new to Los Banos, the
message from the library is simple:
everyone is welcome. “The library is
a place to learn and explore,” Taylor
and Lugo said. With books, internet
access, educational programs, technol-
ogy help and friendly staff, the Los Ba-
nos Library remains a valuable part of
community life. It is a place to learn,
explore, connect and feel at home.



SECURITY SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL SECURITY

When it comes to your private events, safety and peace of mind matter.
DPS Security Services delivers reliable, professional, and
discreet protection so you can focus on what matters most—your guests.

OUR PRIVATE EVENT SERVICGES SECURITY YOU CAN TRUST.

Uniformed, Licensed Event Monitoring &
Security Officers Surveillance

. Crowd Management & . Customized Security
Guest Screening P e e Ay Deezeler WEDDINGS CORPORATE EVENTS  BIRTHDAY PARTIES FUNDRAISERS PRIVATE PARTIES G MORE
o DPS.ONE

@ SAL@DIVERSIFIEDPS.COM LICENSED < INSURED « PROFESSIONAL

FIES

LUYC INEULRAKCLE

LOW COST
TAGS TAGS TAXES TAXES

CA DOI #0F69740
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Milliken Museum represents

L.os Banos’ rich history

rom the outskirts of new suburbs, indi-

viduals might be tempted to believe that

Los Banos has a shallow history. Located
just at the southeast corner of Pacheco Park is
the rebuttal to that Idea.

Ralph M. Milliken, the historian after whom
the structure is named, chronicled the history
of Los Banos as it happened. Even after his
death on Oct. 27, 1971, the Milliken Museum of
Los Banos has carried on his tradition.

The Milliken Museum is an entirely commu-
nity-funded 501(c) non-profit organization.

The museum, with an area of 3,500 square
feet, is a single-story, C-shaped building with its
opening to the west. The north end of the build-
ing has a mural, painted by local artist Anne
Whitehurst, that faces Pacheco Boulevard and
depicts many scenes from Los Banos’ past.

The museum has two entrances within the
C-shape—east and north—with an opening to
the adjoined Scout Building to the south.

From the second people enter the museum,
they’ll see artifacts, photos and even fossils lin-
ing the walls and in the middle of the rooms.

Visitors are likely to meet Daniel Cervantes,
Sally Arambel, Tim McNally, Mike Keys, Javier
Powell or even Museum Director Dan Nelson,
who will guide them to whatever they’re curi-
ous about and even give them a tour.

Starting from the north entrance, there are
fossils and a wide selection of Yokut artifacts.
They were the Native American group that
inhabited this part of the valley before the
Spaniards came in.

As visitors continue east and then southeast,
visitors will be thrust into the first stages of set-
tlers in the land.

In just a few short steps, they’re into the
storied Henry Miller era. On display, they’ll
see many artifacts, some related to Miller, his
buggy, his cattle, a map of all his land and even
the book he sat on to be taller when sitting.

The “Cattle King,” as his nickname suggests,
ruled a vast domain of cattle to feed the cities
on the coast, with the headquarters of his valley
operation right here in Los Banos.

Undoubtedly, as evidenced by the artifacts

The Los Banos’ Milliken Museum curator, Dan Nelson, oversees all of the

historical information at the museum.

related to him, Miller played a
pivotal role in the creation of Los
Banos as a proper city. From him
stem some of our oldest traditions,
the May Day Spring Fair being one
of them.

Continuing past Miller,
people will see how the city—then
a town—evolved. They’ll also see
how the local chamber of com-
merce, led by James McClelland,
created State Route 152 and how
Andrew Firebaugh built the first
Pacheco Pass road.

The construction of the San Luis
Dam boomed the town in the "60s.
Photos of its construction and com-
memoration by former President
John E. Kennedy can be found on
the walls. A wooden pallet holds
empty bottles from the Los Banos
Soda Works.

A stand holds the original Los
Banos Marching Band uniforms.
Uniforms and medals of the Los
Banos servicepeople decorate one
corner. With the docents’ great sto-
rytelling, even small artifacts have
their share of the limelight.

By the time they reach the end of
the current displays, visitors can’t
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help but feel like there is so much
more to discover—and there is.

Down the southeast hallway and
past the old typewriters and boat
models, they’ll find the archive
room. This room is the answer to
every question visitors may have.

With curator supervision, they’ll
have access to boxes of information,
posters, newspapers, maps and
artifacts to search through carefully.

The room contains the museum’s
gem, Milliken’s vast writings and
photo collections. They have been
digitized for viewing on a com-
puter, too. With just a keystroke,
visitors can read the oral interviews
of the first pioneers.

For those interested in books,
the museum has helped create
multiple books about local history.
They can be bought from the north
entrance counter and cover Henry
Miller, the Pacheco Pass and even
the vibrant bird-hunting tradition
of Los Banos.

The museum is open from 1 to 4
p.m. every day except Mondays. To
contact the museum, call 209-826-
5505 or email: millikenmuseum@
att.net.
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Ingomar Packing Company strives to be globally recognized
as the premium supplier of industrial tomato products while
consistently demonstrating our commitment to our
employees, our customers and community.

Come grow with us:
Accepting Seasonal applications
9950 Ingomar Grade Road Los Banos, 93635
www.Ingomarpacking.com

OUR PURPOSE

FRIENDS OF THE e ENHANCE THE LIBRARY'S PROGRAMS,
SERVICES, AND RESOURCES
LOS BANOS e ENCOURAGE DONATIONS AND
LIBRARY FUNDRAISING EFFORTS THAT DIRECTLY
BENEFIT THE LOS BANOS LIBRARY
VISIT THE
LOS BANOS LIBRARY! GET INVOLVED.
1312 S. 7TH ST BECOME A MEMBER.
DONATE.
(NEAR PACHECO PARK) VOLUNTEER.
LOS BANOS, CA 93635
THE FRIENDS

LOVE SHARING MORE TO SHARE
THE ACTIVITIES AT THE LIBRARY IS A COOLING CENTER

THE LIBRARY DURING THE HOT MONTHS
WEDNESDAYS YOU CAN ALSO CHECK OUT
10:30AM- CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS PASSES

SENSORY PLAY GROUP

THURSDAYS
10:30AM- [=]

TINY TALES STORY TIME friendsofthelblibrary ;"
FRIDAYS friendsofthelblibrary [ r'
10:30AM- (=] e

SPANISH BILINGUAL . .
STORY TIME friendsofthelosbanoslibrary.org
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Play, explore, connect:
New projects bring fresh energy

to

By Braulio Gonzalez

s the school year
ends and summer
comes right around

the corner, many kids and
families will have plenty

of vacation time to spend.
In the City of Los Banos, a
great option for the com-
munity is the city’s parks
and Los Banos’ very own Ag
Sports Complex.

Around the city’s parks,
several events will be held
for everyone to enjoy. In
June, families can enjoy
Movies in the Park on Jun.
13 at the Noah Jones Ball-
park. On the Fourth of July,
the Downtown Associa-
tion will host a Fourth of
July Event at Henry Miller
Plaza. On Aug. 4, the Los
Banos Police will host their
National Night Out event at
Henry Miller Plaza.

Aside from all the excit-
ing events happening this
summer, the community of
Los Banos can look forward
to park developments,
namely at the Ag Sports
Complex.

Throughout the past year,
Los Banos’ Parks and Rec-
reation have been working
on bringing pickleball to the
sports complex. It started
in February of 2025 when
Parks and Recreation hosted
a groundbreaking ceremony
to jump-start construction.

Parks and Recreation
has worked on adding nine
pickleball courts to the
sports complex. Along-
side the pickleball courts,
renovations have been
made to the ballfields, and
a playground replacement
is underway. The pickleball
courts will soon be ready for
play, aiming for a spring or
summer opening.

In addition to the im-
provements coming to the
Ag Sports Complex, the Los
Banos Parks and Recreation
team - in collaboration
with the Los Banos Public
Works Streets Division and
San Joaquin River Exchange
Water Authority - has com-
pleted work on the Canal
Trail Overlay Project.

This project brings a
refreshing look to the Canal
Trail with fresh pavement
laid all throughout the trail.
The Parks and Recreation
team hopes that with this
renovation, everyone can
enjoy runs, walks or rides
through this trail. Along-
side fresh pavement, Parks
and Recreation is working
to add solar lighting to the
Canal Trail.

That is not all the Los
Banos community can look
forward to this summer.
This past May, community
members came together for
a volunteer day that took
place at College Greens

os Banos Parks
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Members of the of the community spent a Saturday morning in
May volunteering to paint the basketball courts at College Greens

Park in Los Banos

Park. Volunteers focused the map of the city and see
on painting the basketball exactly where past, present and
court, giving it a bright, new future projects will take place.
look just in time for summer. Los Banos’ Parks and
This follows after Parks and

Recreation staff teamed up

Recreation team has been hard
at work to bring recreational
with Sutter Health to repaint opportunities to the com-
the basketball court at Verona
Park on Apr. 17.

To view more upcoming

munity. Whether playing at
a park, enjoying the trail or
playing sports, many of these
projects, Parks and Recreation  recreational projects can be
has set up a MapMe page enjoyed by the community this

where users can look around summer.

LOS BANOS ELKS LODGE NO. 2510
¥ (Celebraling <
54 Years of Service

to the community in the areas of

Americanism = Drug Awareness

Scholarships = Veterans' Services
Children’s Therapy Services

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Join us at: www.elks.org
565 E Street, Los Banos, CA 93635
Lodge Office — 209-826-2282
Lodge email: bpoe2510@gmail.com

&lks Care, &lks Share
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Discover Downtown Los Banos

Brought to you by the Los Banos Downtown Association (LBA)

jeleartorourcityjoeatsinid oWntownilios B anos e
WS cannunity, cultur, aned cammares coms Wy,

WhatWeDo:J

Support lucal U3inNas333 AN PIYrNYLS SSUNUrnie Srowwin
Oregjuniia gopular surnrmnunity ayants and igstivals
Saautiiy ane rnainiadin gur nistorle downiown distrie:
Advgcaty lur g saig, viorane, and walsarning anviranenans

Join Us! |
Wnathar you'ra o busingss gwnar, rasldans, or visitar,
N3 LIDA Invitas you 1 asparianes dll e
downiown Ly danys nas o gilar,

Stay Connected:
Visit us at www.downtownlosbanos.com
Follow us on social media f ©

Los Banos Downtown Association
Building community, one event at a time.

PROPERTY TEAM

Karina Nunez
#02162620
650-678-5542

Naomi Townsend
#01828933
408-623-1414

Laurie Rouch”
#01898832
209-704-3363

Monica Escamilla
Soeller
#01972758
559-380-6318

Toni Marques
#01733785
209-489-0650

Bonny Howell
#01440253
408-605-9557

Mercedes Filippini
#02081907
209-585-5975

Stephanie Antonia Martin

Kim Lasher

Sally Carlucci

Michelle Alcala

Leticia Moreno

#02029549
209-850-5663

#02217356
209-597-1689

#01431806
209-704-0400

#01758040
(831) 801-3352

#02144775
(209) 519-7792

Madueno
#02197575
209-675-1401

245 H Street Suite 2
Los Banos, CA 93635
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Yesenia Bucio
Transaction
Coordinator

209-232-7988

209-232-7988 Habla Espanol pre#02119084

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated




Connecting community,
supporting business:

The Chamber’s lasting impact

By Michelle Sandoval
LOS BANOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

he Los Banos Chamber of

Commerce has been serving

the community for over 100
years. Founded in 1923, the Chamber
has supported local businesses and the
community for over a century. It was
officially incorporated in California in
1981.

The Los Banos Chamber of Com-
merce has since been dedicated to
strengthening local businesses while
building a stronger, more connected
community. With the motto “Work-
ing for Business — Believing in Los
Banos,” the Chamber proudly supports
economic growth, community involve-
ment and local partnerships through-
out the city.

Throughout the year, the Cham-
ber organizes and hosts most of the
Los Banos’ most recognized free to
the community events, including the
Spring and Fall Street Fairs, the Tomato
Festival, Annual Christmas Parade,
community mixers, ribbon cuttings,
Father’s Day Car Shows and other
family-friendly celebrations that bring
thousands of residents and visitors to
Los Banos.

These events help showcase local
businesses, encourage shopping local
and create opportunities for commu-
nity connection and tourism.

Chamber events help build relation-
ships within the community. Families
gather, organizations collaborate and
residents become more connected to
the place they live.

City Officials, Police and Fire person-
nel, school staff, large business leaders,

local mom-and-pop owners,
lifelong residents and newcomers
all join Chamber events, creating
relationships so that everyone in
Los Banos, regardless of position,
status or length of residency,
treats each other like lifelong
friends when seen around town.
Knowing the Chamber brings
together so many diverse people
gives the Chamber a sense of
pride and fuels the desire to
continue these efforts.
Community events create
traditions, celebrate local culture
and encourage volunteerism and
civic involvement.
Chamber-hosted events also
help attract tourism and outside
visitors, which generates ad-
ditional revenue for local hotels,
restaurants, shops and service
businesses. A strong event cal-
endar can increase visibility for
a city and showcase what makes
the community unique.
Most importantly, Chamber
events demonstrate that the
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community is active, welcoming and invested
in its future. They create positive experiences
that help businesses grow while making the
city a better place to live, work and visit.

In addition to community events, the
Chamber works closely with local businesses
by providing networking opportunities, busi-
ness referrals, marketing support, workshops,
promotions and advocacy for the local busi-
ness community. The Chamber also partners
with city departments, organizations and com-
munity leaders to help support the continued
growth and success of Los Banos.

The Los Banos Chamber of Commerce
remains committed to creating a vibrant com-
munity where businesses can thrive, families
can enjoy local events and residents can take
pride in supporting their hometown.

The Los Banos Chamber of Commerce
offers a variety of services. For our members,
we offer an assortment of workforce help,
such as labor law updates, networking and
resources for businesses needing help in areas
like human resources, payroll, bookkeeping
and advertising.

We also offer various options for business
networking and promotional advertising. We
refer our business members to anyone inquir-
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ing about a business they are interested in.

Additionally, our events contribute to
our members by allowing them to help
promote their business by sponsoring
an event or setting up a vendor booth to
meet the community one-on-one. Every
service the chamber offers is for the
community’s betterment.

Business owners who join the cham-
ber pay a nominal membership fee.
Primarily, this is the chamber’s source
of revenue to maintain operations and
maintenance.

Anyone who desires to join the cham-
ber as a member must pay the neces-
sary fees. We have various membership
packages, including employee count,
nonprofit status and non-business resi-
dential associate.

The Los Banos Chamber of Com-
merce offers members an in-person
network of talent and resources in your
area. It gives business members the
power of a united voice for the small
business community. Most of all, it

brings you opportunities to learn, grow
and connect as a business owner and
community member.

The Los Banos Chamber of Com-
merce is responsible for improving
the local business environment and
strengthening communities through
advocacy, networking and campaigning.

In doing so, we create an easy line of
communication for business owners to
connect with governing bodies.

Currently, the Los Banos Chamber
of Commerce hosts at least six main
events throughout the year, and we are
constantly gathering committees to add
more events to our lineup.

Most importantly, joining a Chamber
of Commerce means becoming part of
something bigger than your own busi-
ness. It is an investment in the success,
growth and future of the local commu-
nity while building lasting relationships
and opportunities along the way.

Another way to join a Chamber is to
become a Director. Becoming a Director
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also provides valuable networking and
leadership opportunities.

Directors work closely with business
owners, city officials, community organi-
zations and local leaders, building strong
professional relationships and increasing
their visibility within the community. It
allows individuals to be part of impor-
tant conversations and decisions that
affect local business development and
community success.

Serving on a Chamber board also
demonstrates a commitment to giving
back to the community. Directors help
support events, business advocacy, edu-
cational opportunities and programs that
benefit residents, nonprofits and local
entrepreneurs.

Anyone interested in more informa-
tion about becoming a chamber member,
volunteering or sponsoring an event may
contact the chamber office by emailing
LBCOFC@comcast.net, calling the office
at 209-826-2495 or coming downtown to
the office at 932 Sixth St. in Los Banos.




Clubs, Activities, and Events

By Shawn Pinfor-Day

hanks to its location at the agricultural heart of
I California, Los Banos’ yearly calendar is full of
festivals celebrating the bounty of the Golden
State.

From the Tomato Festival to the Spring County
Fair, LB residents never miss the chance to celebrate
the food and culture that only the Central Valley can
produce.

With a community filled with the clubs and
organizations that make the multitude of LB’s an-
nual events possible, residents and visitors alike will
always have activities to look forward to and friends
to celebrate with.

The theme and content of the various local celebra-
tions the Valley is known for depend largely on the
season: the fine weather of Spring heralds the return of
the beloved County fair and community-wide fundrais-
ers like the Relay for Life, and the blooming orchards
mean plenty of almonds. The annual Tomato Festival
celebrates all things tomato, leaving attendees in awe
over the impressive variety of ketchup flavors.

Once the spring breeze gives way to waves of sum-
mer heat, the community organizations of Los Banos
set to work on the firework stands that announce the
arrival of the Fourth of July.

Each Summer, local organizations like the Knights of
Columbus, the LB Touchdown club, the Elk Lodge and
many more high school clubs and local vets, vendors
and volunteers set up their wooden firework stands,
ready to keep the summer tradition alive.

When the Autumn chill creeps over the Sierras and
Winter freezes the fields over, Los Banos keeps its
hearth warm with the community of winter-themed
events.

The bi-annual Maker’s Market embraces the Holiday
season with its themed “Winter Boutique,” and unique
cultural events like the Mariachi and Dia de los Muer-
tos Festivals keep the Valley tethered to its Hispanic
roots.

Community involvement is a key part of the success
and number of events in and around the Valley, and
the numerous clubs across the city excel at providing
fun and educational experiences for Los Banosans of
all ages.

The O’'Neill Forebay is one of Central California’s
most important wildlife ranges and offers visitors the
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Cancer survivors and friends walk the courtyard at Creekside Junior
High School in Los Banos on May 23 and 24 as part of the Relay for Life

Los Banos Event.

chance to connect with the wild
side of their community with
various fishing and zoological
events.

The Catch A Special Thrill, or
C.A.S.T, foundation has used the
Forebay and its dense population
of Striped Bass for multiple fish-
ing events that offer special needs
children the chance to learn how
to cast their line while keeping
the environment clean.

With support from regional ir-
rigation officials like the San Luis
Water Authority, the nonprofit
has held multiple events across
California, yet always returns to
the environmentally rich O’Neill
Forebay.

The C.A.S.T. foundation is far
from the only organization that
offers young people the chance to
get up close and personal with the
flora and fauna of the Valley, and
is certainly not the oldest: having
celebrated 100 years of being
in Central California, the Cub
Scouts of Los Banos have been
teaching generations of young ex-
plorers how to interact with and
experience the beauty of nature.

Hiking and survivalism aren’t
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the only things that Scouts devote
their time to, and the youngsters
of the LB chapter can often be
found working with the Ameri-
can Legion or the Rotary Club

to both sponsor and volunteer to
help with events like the Veteran’s
Day Parade, fundraisers for the
Scouts and their supporters and
the annual Christmas Parade.

The last decade has brought a
great deal of development to Los
Banos and the surrounding areas,
and the steady growth in city
planning and building construc-
tion can be seen in the new or
improved public spaces through-
out the County.

The Community of Santa Nella
to the end and add the follow-
ing: From the great outdoors
to brand new and refurbished
facilities, Los Banos has plenty
of destinations for learning and
fun, and even more organizations
that make these spaces special.
Whether it’s the local Boys and
Girls Club, the Animal Rescue
Shelter, or a local nonprofit, the
people of the Valley will welcome
anyone and everyone to the heart
of the Golden State.



SORENSEN’S

ACE

Hardware

STIHL

We are all committed to being “the Helpful Place” by offering our customers personal service,
quality products and a convenient shopping experience from the local experts who know you
best. As the helpful hardware folks in your neighborhood, we promise that helping you is the most
important thing we have to do today.

Sorensens Ace Hardware

402 Washington Ave., Los Banos ¢ (209) 826-2001¢ www.acehardware.com
Open Monday through Friday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. e Sat. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. ® Sun. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Downtown lL.os Banos:
Bringing our community together

By Maribel Garcia
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,

LOS BANOS DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION/PBID

he Los Banos Downtown

Association is proud to serve

our community by creating
events, programs and improvements
that bring people together while
supporting local businesses and
preserving the unique character of
our downtown district.

Throughout the year, our organi-
zation works to enhance the quality
of life for residents and visitors
through community events, beau-
tification efforts, business support,
marketing initiatives and public-
private partnerships.

As a nonprofit organization and
the management entity for the
Downtown Property and Business
Improvement District (PBID), our
mission is to promote a vibrant,
welcoming, and economically thriv-
ing downtown.

One of our most popular
programs is the Certified Farm-

Melon farmer, Joe Del Bosque, left, explains the various varieties of melons during a Farmers
Market at the Henry Miller Plaza in Downtown Los Banos.
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ers Market, where residents can munity tradition has grown into one of the projects, including decorative light-

purchase fresh produce, enjoy live largest events of the year, bringing families to-  ing, banners, landscaping, wayfind-

entertainment and support local gether to celebrate our nations independence ing signage, public art initiatives and

vendors while gathering with family ~ with entertainment, community activitiesand =~ community enhancements that help

and friends. a spectacular fireworks show. create a welcoming environment

Our annual Farm to Table Dinner
celebrates the agricultural heritage
that has shaped Los Banos for

Through sponsorships,
fundraising efforts and
community partnerships,

Together,

for businesses,
residents and
visitors alike.

generations while recognizing the this event continues to One of the
hardworking farmers and agricul- unite residents while we b u l' l d a most excit-
tural leaders who contribute to our creating lasting memories ing projects
community’s success. for families throughout d()wnt() wn currently

The Los Banos Downtown As- the region. . underway is

he Los son: that reflect: y

sociation is also proud to oversee In addition to events, : . the Downtown
the community’s annual 4th of July we continue to invest in COmmunlt)/' prlde, Monument Sign

Celebration. What began as a com-

downtown beautification
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attractive business direc-
tory signs will help visitors
navigate the downtown dis-
trict while showcasing the
many businesses that make
our community unique.

The signs are designed
to enhance visibility,
encourage exploration,
and strengthen the identity
of the Downtown PBID
District. This investment
reflects our commitment
to supporting local busi-
nesses and creating a more
visitor-friendly downtown
experience.

We also host seasonal
events such as the Wine
Stroll, Champagne Stroll,
Fall Beer Walk, holiday
celebrations, the Veter-
ans Banner Program,

Christmas activities and
family-friendly community
gatherings that encourage
residents to shop local and
experience all that down-
town has to offer.

None of this would
be possible without the
support of our volunteers,
sponsors, board members,
local businesses, farm-
ers, community partners
and residents. Together,
we continue to build a
downtown that reflects the
pride, history and spirit of
Los Banos.

As we look ahead, the
Los Banos Downtown As-
sociation remains commit-
ted to creating opportuni-
ties that strengthen our
local economy, celebrate

our community and make
downtown Los Banos a place
where people gather, connect
and create lasting memories.
From agriculture and fam-
ily traditions to community
celebrations and downtown
improvements, the future

of Los Banos is bright. We
invite everyone to join us at

upcoming events, support lo-

cal businesses and experience

the energy and excitement

that continues to make

downtown Los Banos the

heart of our community.

* Faucets

e Water Heaters
e Water Lines

e Water Softeners

* Sinks o Toilets

e Sewer Lines
 Drain Lines
® Gas Lines
e Disposals

Complete Plumbing Service
Residential & Commercial, Drain
Cleaning, Video Line Inspection,
Septic Pumping installation and

maintenance is available.

Installation & Repair 24 Hour Service

Friendly, Respectful Polite Service
Licensed (#955459)
Bonded & Insured

Locally Owned & Operated |
Phone: 209-854-1800
Cell: 209-737-3042 ¢ email: info@aPlusPlumbinglic.net

T

EDE

A |

AUTOMOTIVE

CELEBRATING 59 YEARS!

Complete Service & Repair
Licensed: A/C, Smog,
Computer Diagnosis & Repair

447 Mercy Springs Road,

Los Banos, CA 93635
Locally Owned & Operated

“Maintenance Pays”

(209) 826-3622

-

\

~
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From humble
beginnings...

Celebrating first century of
LOS BANOS - DOSPALOS - FIREBAUGH

FD#313 FD#749 FD#874 service in Los Banos,
Intersection of Pacheco Blvd. whitehurstchapels.com Dos Palos and Firebaugh
and Sixth Street 1840 S. Center St., Los Banos

Los Banos, CA Circa 1921
(209) 826-4242

Joel Albert Whitehurst  Anna M. Whitehurst
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There’s a sport for everyone

By Delton Lowery

wide array of sports is avail-

able in Los Banos, from

typical youth sports such as
baseball, softball and soccer to swim-
ming and trap shooting. Or, people
can get their kids into one of the
fastest-growing sports around with
the upcoming Police Activities League
(PAL) Flag Football season.

It may be a little too late to get on
board this year for some sports, such
as swimming—the Los Banos Tiger
Sharks have already started their
season, as tryouts were held in April,
but there is still just enough time to
get on the gridiron with the Tigers or
Wildcats youth football teams.

For the Tigers, registration ends
July 27. Those interested can call Jared
Rasberry at 209-230-4338 or email Iby-
outhfootballtigers@gmail.com. Squads
in football and cheer go from Mighty
Mites, ages 6 to 8, through seniors, ages
13 to 14.

For the Wildcats, registration ends
Aug. 1. Please email Ibwildcatsfoot-
ball@gmail.com to register for Rookies
ages 6 to 7 and up through the Varsity
team for ages 12 to 14. There will also
be a one-day mini-camp mandatory
for those on the waitlist on July 14 at
Pacheco High School.

Both the Tigers and Wildcats have
completed registration for their cheer
squads, but there are still plenty of
other options for young girls.

Recently sanctioned by the CIF as
a sport for high school girls, the PAL
is getting in on the action with its Los
Banos PAL Flag Football season, with
registration typically beginning in
August and the season running from
August through November.

Boys and girls ages 8 to 13 can
register at the PAL office at the Los

11

Jedidiah Siemiller swims for
the Tigers Sharks in Los Banos.

Banos Police Department station on
1111 G St.

The Los Banos parks and recreation
department offers numerous things
to do, from basketball and volleyball
to even adult softball at the Ag Sports
Complex. Email JoseNorCalSoftball@

gmail.com or call Jose at 408-665-2888.

Speaking of the venue on the north
end of town at 700 Mercey Springs
Road, the parks and recreation depart-
ment plans to hold its grand opening
for nine new pickleball courts in the
coming months. The rejuvenated Ag
Sports Complex also has two horse-
shoe pits, a playground and a dog park
available.

The city has already been offering
pickleball on most Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. during open gym at
the Los Banos Community Center at
645 Seventh St.

Please refer to losbanos.org for an
up-to-date recreation calendar, which
also includes basketball open gym
sessions for ages 16 and up. Or, people
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can call 209-827-7034 to find out what
other activities are offered, such as
Zumba and high-intensity interval
training (HIIT) dance.

Turn Up with Sara offers a HIIT
dance fitness class for adults for $30 a
month or $5 to drop in, as well as the
Kidz Squad, open to ages 5 and up, for
$25 a month. Information is on Face-
book at Turn Up with Sara.

Zumba is offered year-round from
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays in the community
center fitness room for $10 a month.
There is also a Kalpulli Izkalli dance
class open to all ages for $5 a month on
Thursdays from 6 to 7 p.m.

On the horizon is the Youth Fall
Outdoor Soccer league for coeds ages
3 to 14, with late registration through
July 5. The cost is $75 for Pee Wee (ages
3 to 4) and $85 for Youth divisions
(ages 5 to 14), with the season on Sat-
urdays from Sept. 12 through Oct. 24.

For 2027, remember to go to losba-
nos.org/city-government/departments/
recreation/ for all city sports.
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ADVANCED EYECARE
ASSOCIATES

1028 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1434

ALPHA OMEGA DATA
SOLUTIONS

641 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

ATTTECHS

888 4th Street #A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 675-9900

AZUL RUSTICA

529 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 899-0484

BANK OF AMERICA
556 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-3001

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME
SERVICES

1209 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-8271

BIGGIN'S TEXAS BBQ
609 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 752-7300

BLUE AGAVE BAR AND GRILL
509 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 710-0300

BOMBSHELL SALON
820 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-8847

BOTANERO EL BARBAS 209
650 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 710-0810

CARMEN EXPRESS
824 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 752-1715

CEN-CALAIR

821 4th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8058

CECILIA'S MARKET
455 H Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-7165

CHASE BANK

550 K Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3011

CITY BARBER
645 | Street
Los Banos, CA 93635

COMIC PLUS

547 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-8847

COMPLETE BODY WELLNESS
638 K Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 210-2116

CREST EVENT CENTER
516 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-9136

D&M BARBER SHOP & BEAUTY
SALON

522 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 827-4439

D&S BARGAIN

939 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 854-2138

DANCE EXPLOSION STUDIOS
1032 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 704-5400

DAVID R. GOULD INSURANCE
AGENCY

1048 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-0152

DAY BREAK ADULT DAY HEALTH
CARE CENTER

501 J Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 710-0068

DULCERIO GUADALAJARA
659 J Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209)

EIGHT BALL BAIL BONDS
505 J Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-9099

ELAINE CORY & ASSOCIATES
540 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-5464

EL RINCON BOHEMIO
534 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2468

EMBASSY INSURANCE SALES
903 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-9200

ENCORE DANCE STUDIO
927 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-9200

ESTHETICS

822 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 580-9720

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
OF LOS BANOS

1209 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-7575

FAMILY HEALTH MEDICAL
CENTER

1045 5th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-4747

FERNANDEZ THRIFT STORE
663 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 704-0666

FLEUR DE LIS

946 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8212
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FOUR PAWS PET HOTEL
500 H Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4420

GABBY'S BEAUTY BAR
530 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(669) 285-8373

GALA FURNITURE
654 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-9609

GLADY’S BARBER SHOP
919 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1427

GOMES TRAVEL PLANNERS
DREAM VACATIONS

840 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2584

HAIRITAGE BARBER SHOP &
SALON

521 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 710-4943

HEALTH TIME

940 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8503

IGLESIA DE DIOS
630 J Street
Los Banos, CA 93635

100F
938 6th Street
Los Banos, CA 93635

ITALIA COFFEE & BISTRO
947 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-0427

JAM'S BAR & GRILL
516 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-9136

JESSE'S BAR

627 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4395
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JESSUS MEXICAN
RESTAURANT

631 H Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-7000

J JTACOS & MARISCOS
560 J Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-9114

JOHNNIE’S CLEANERS
1023 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 769-5388

JULIANA'S BAKERY, INC.
1010 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-0536

LA MICHOACANA
655 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-0780

LA MICHOACANA MARKET
1005 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209)

LA PLACITO MEXICO
535 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4253

LA PUPUSA LOCA
651 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-4702

LAW OFFICES OF SHAWN
GEORGE

1009 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4529

LINNEMAN LAW LLP
654 K Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4911

LITTLE DIAMOND’S PIZZA
933 6th Street, Suite B

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-9333

LOS BANOS ARTS COUNCIL
510 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-9048

LOS BANOS CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

932 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

LOS BANOS DOWNTOWN
ASSOCIATION

907 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-9022

LOS BANOS FLOWER SHOP
624 K Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-5668

LOU’S BEAUTY SALON
515 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5653

LUCKY STRIKE CLUB
551 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0353

MARIA'S CANDLES & GIFT
SHOP

639 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-7119

MARLENE FREITAS
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES
815 4th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0353

MARY ELECTROLYSIS
611 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-7741

MARYATAX & IMMIGRATION
SERVICES

1040 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 827-4321

MECHANICS BANK
601 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2723
Merced County Office of
Education

(209) 386-6014

MID- VALLEY DISPOSAL
502 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209)

MIRIAM’S THRIFT STORE
511 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 854-9455

MONTERO BAKERY
546 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 672-8594

MY HIPPIE SOUL
625 J Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(831) 740-2562

NASTY TATTO0S
555 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 489-4655

NUTRITION STATION
663 J Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 489-4655

PALMA'S PARTY DECORATIONS
905 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(408) 422-8287

PAROLISE CHIROPRACTIC
515 J Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-9484

PEARSON’S JEWELERS
928 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1026

PERLEI LUXURY SALON &
BOUTIQUE

935 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-9027

PHOENIX BOOKS
936 6th Street
Los Banos, CA 93635

POSH A BOUTIQUE SALON
642 K Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 710-0828

POSITIVE CHANGES BY DONA
MENDES

1001 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-0800
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RAMIREZ BOXING
1044 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(559) 371-9594

REGALADOS CONSTRUCTION
INC.

836 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(510} 897-6623

RETRO REWIND 209
537 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-9088

ROSSY'S ZUMBA
631 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-0552

ROYAL PRESTIGE

631 H Street Suite C & D
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 381-8941

SAN JOAQUIN RIVER
EXCHANGE CONTRACTORS
541 H Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 827-8616

SAN LUIS WATER DISTRICT
1015 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-4043

SANTA FE MERCADOY
CARNICERIA

1109 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-1095

SHEEN RIAH SALON
838 5th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-8252

SIXTH STREET DINER
925 6th Street
Los Banos, CA 93635

SOCORRO’S BEAUTY SALON
615 Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 769-1509
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THE FITNESS BAR
1209 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-2088

THE FUN ZONE

525 | Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-6433

THE HOT SPOT

503 J Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-1800

THE VILLA JCM
ENTERPRISES

824 5th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
Income Tax < Notary
Financial Services

TRENDY SHAPEWEAR
FAJAS DE MODA
COLOMBIA

921 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(831) 245-7584

TRU GENTS BARBER SHOP
610 K Street

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 710-0276

TOTAL NUTRITION
915 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 230-0319

UNA BELLA SALON
933 6th Street #A

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5372

V & S FURNITURE
1024 6th Street #A

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-8569

VIDA SALUDABLER
526 | Street
Los Banos, CA 93635

WATER AND LAND
SOLUTIONS

643 J Street
Los Banos, CA 93635

WELLS FARGO BANK
461 J Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5172

WOOL GROWERS
RESTAURANT

609 H Street

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4593

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

CITY HALL
(209) 827-7000

LOS BANOS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
(209) 827-7070

MERCED COUNTY
FIRE DEPARTMENT
(209) 827-7025

LOS BANOS PUBLIC
WORKS
(209) 827-7056

LOS BANOS
RECREATION
(209) 827-7034

LOS BANOS
ACTIVITIES LEAGUE
(209) 827-0603

REPUBLIC SERVICES
(209) 826-0231

MERCED COUNTY
ASSISTANCE
211

MERCED COUNTY
SHERIFF'S
(209) 385-7445

SAN LUIS WATER
DISTRICT
(209) 826-4043

UNITED STATES
POST OFFICE
(209) 826-2591

Crinklaw Fine Art Garden
Studio + Gallery

By Appointment
209-573-3523

Katherine@crinklawfineart.com
crinklawfineart.com
Newman, CA 95360

LIFE IN LOS BANOS [ 52 ] JUNE 2026



The 1.os Banos Art Scene

By Lena Magee

ocated at 1105 5th St., the Ted

Falasco Art Center is home

to many art events within Los
Banos. The center, a converted church,
was named after longtime resident and
arts supporter Ted Falasco in 2003.

The Los Banos Arts Council, led by
President Pauline Young, runs the art
center and two additional art studios,
the Melvin Soares Art Studio and the
Robert Huddleston Art Studio.

The Ted Falasco Art Center serves
primarily as a theater venue for adult
and children’s productions. The theater
has hosted the Los Banos Community
Theater, Missoula Children’s Theater
and other independent theatrical pro-
ductions in the past, running produc-
tions of Beauty and the Beast, Little
Shop of Horrors, Shrek the Musical, A
Christmas Carol, and more.

The center also hosts Open Mic
nights for interested community
members.

In addition to theater produc-
tions, the center also hosts the annual
Pumpkin Patch Quilt Show, a Dia de
los Muertos ofrenda, maker’s markets,
community and school art showcases,
rummage sales, concerts, workshops
and a variety of fundraising events. The
arts council’s Facebook page provides
updates on events happening within
the center or at either of the art studios.

Many of the events held in the center
are by the community, for the com-
munity. A number of organizations
within Los Banos utilize the space for
unique events, like the Los Banos Mil-
liken Museum Society’s annual Charles
Sawyer Memorial Lecture Series.

An opera production of Hansel and Gretel was hosted at the Ted Falasco Arts Center in 2025.

For those interested in quilting,
sewing, or appliqué, the Melvin Soares
Art Studio is the place to be. The Los
Banos Arts Council Quilt Guild meets
every Wednesday at the studio, located
at 1143 Fifth St., and all are welcome
to join.

The guild offers classes through-
out the year for interested members,
typically advertised through the Arts
Council Facebook page.

If ceramics is more your speed,
check out the Robert Huddleston Art
Studio at 510 I St.

David Hartley, Los Banos Unified
School District art teacher, and his
wife Tammy Hartley, teach classes on
Thursday nights from 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
with lab time on Wednesdays 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. for anyone age 12 to 112.
Both beginner and advanced classes,
with access to materials and tools, are
available for purchase. For more infor-
mation, email madpapermachelof6@
gmail.com.
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For more information about the
center, to check out past and upcom-
ing events, or learn more about the
Los Banos Arts Council, you can visit
LosBanosArtsCouncil.org or call them
at 209-710-7549.

A Mother’s Day Mariachi festival with
music and dancing was held last year
at the Ted Falasco Arts Center.
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LOS BANOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP LISTING

LOS BANOS

CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE MEMBER USTING
932 6THST. BY SHOPPING LOCAL, YOU ARE:

LOS BANOS, CA 93635

PHONE: (209) 826-2495

EMAIL: LBCOFC@COMCAST.NET
WEBSITE: LOSBANOS.COM

- CREATING JOBS

- KEEPING MONEY IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY
- INVESTING IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP

- NURTURING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY

A.l ENTREPRENEURS EDU. ASSOCIATE MEMBERS -  LOS BANOS BASQUE CLUB SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATION POBox 123 OF LOS BANOS
ZENBUSINESS Los Banos, CA 93635 PO Box 667
SALLIE CLARK ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION (209) 357-2903 Eg(s) 3)02?37 82 295635
PO Box 33190 DELAINE PEREIDA -
Raleigh, NC 27636 7461 N. First St. LOS BANOS D.E.S ASSOCIATION
(844) 493-6249 Ste. 103 1155 W.'I' St. VALLEY CRISIS CENTER
Fresno, CA 93720 Los Banos, CA 93635 PO Box 2075
AGRICULTURE - FARMING  (559) 753-8200 (209) 827-1932 Mariposa, CA 95338
(209) 725-7900
BOWLES FARMING CO. AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY ~ LOS BANOS ELKS LODGE
11609 S. Hereford Rd. CANCER ACTION NETWORK #2510 AMERICAN LEGION #166
Los Banos, CA 93635 VIVA PROJECT P.0 Box 807 (209) 826-2490
(209) 827-3000 894 E. Normal Ave. Los Banos, CA 93635 PO Box 2131
Fresno, CA 93704 (209) 826-2282 Los Banos, CA 93635
DEL BASQUE FARMS - (559) 7955191 (209) 826-2490 Hall Rental
MELON STAND LOS BANOS KIWANIS CLUB
JOSE RIVAS AMERICAN HERO INITIATIVE P.O Box 380 VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
461°G'St. MARIA PHILLIPS Los Banos, CA 93635 VFW POST #2487
Los Banos, CA 93635 PO Box 2261 (209) 769-6703 615°E'St.
(209) 704-1030 Los Banos, CA 93635 Los Banos, CA 93635
(888) 774-8387 LOS BANOS LIONS CLUB (209) 826-2490
AGRICULTURE - IRRIGATION Los Banos, CA 93635
AMERICAN LEGIONWOMEN'S ~ (209) 675-1405 WESTSIDE COMMUNITY
C.C.I.D - CENTRAL CA AUXILIARY #166 , FOUNDATION
IRRIGATION DISTRICT PO Box 1290 LOS BANOS SPORTSMEN’S Los Banos, CA 93635
1335 W.I'St, Los Banos, CA 93635 935800.746 (209) 826-8864
Los Banos, CA 93635 209) 710-8265 -U bOX
(209) 826-1421 (209 Los Banos, CA 93635 AUTO DETAIL & WASH
209) 826-3741
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB (
GRASSLANDS WATER DISTRICT  oF MERCED COUNTY CARES CAR WASH
200 W. Willmott Ave. 615W 15th St LOS BANOS TIGER TRAP TEAM 225 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635 : ' P.OBox 2614 Los Banos, CA 93635

Merced, CA 95340

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 217-5618

209) 826-5188 209) 722-9922
( (209 (209) 587-1605 CLEAN CODE
AMBULANCE SERVICE Esther Varela
ULANCE SERVIC {:25233 OFTHELOSBANOS  yepcED COUNTY HUMAN Los Banos, CA 93635
I]!B%%S AMAB ULANGE SERVICE PO Box 2343 §1E$E‘>I I\/cVEviordrobe Ave (207 6903807
19gSs Ave. . .
Vetced CA 95340 oaae cher Merced, CA 95341 AUTO - FUEL DISTRIBUTORS
(209) 725-7000 (209) 385-3000 WINDECKER INC
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS - L GHTS OF COLUMBUS ROTARY CLUB OF LOS BANOS 904 'H'St
INDIVIDUALS Los Banos, CA 93635 PO Box 19 Los Banos, CA 93635
' Los Banos, CA 93635 (209) 826-5658
ALICE AGUILAR (209 8264518 (209) 704-3831
A&A ALL PRO AUTO REPAIR
SOMETHING CUTE - LOS BANOS ARTS COUNCIL SALVATION ARMY ABAALL PROAUTO R
SUCCULENTS 1105 5th St. ercey Springs R,
1231 4th St Los Banos, CA 93635
Los Banos, CA 93635 Los Banos, GA 93635 Los Banos, CA 93635 (209) 826-6271
(209) 777-5099 (209) 827-4126 (209) 827-4945
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AUTO - REPAIR & SMOG

TEEDEEUS AUTOMOTIVE LLC.
447 Mercey Springs Rd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-3622

AUTO SALES- NEW / USED

SANTOS FORD LINCOLN -
MERCURY

617 W. Pacheco Blvd.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4921

AUTO - TIRES & REPAIRS

LES SCHWABTIRE CENTER
1500 E. Pacheco Bivd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2125

AUTO - TOWING & RECOVERY

DOC'STOW SERVICE
2710 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-6677

TITAN TOWING & ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCE

Los Banos, CA 93635

(833) 717-3200

BAKER / PASTRY CHEF

DELICIOSO
ALESSANDRA CONNICK
Los Banos, CA 93635
(484) 868-1175

BARBER / BEAUTY SALON

GLADYS'S BARBER SHOP
919 6th St.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-6366

BEAUTY / CLOTHING

MY HIPPIE SOUL
MARIANA NIEVES
Los Banos, CA 93635
(831) 740-2562

VIRRIY'S BOUTIQUE &
MAKE UP

Los Banos, CA 93635
(831) 585-9709

BEEKEEPERS

GENE BRANDI APIARIES
GENE BRANDI

15346 S. Johnson Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2881

BOOKKEEPING -
TAX SERVICES

MARLENE M. FREITAS BOOK-
KEEPING SERVICE

815 4th St.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-0353

RICHARD MARTORELLO BOOK-
KEEPING

1321 Paradise Ln.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-4991

BUSINESS SERVICES

FIRST ON COMPLIANCE
POBox 1174

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5103

CARPENTRY

ZAMORA MOLDING & FLOORS
MIGUEL ZAMORA

928 4th St.

Ste.B

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 710-0020

CATERING - FOOD VENDOR

COUNTRY ROADS COFFEE
BRANDON TURCIOS

Los Banos, CA 93635

(408) 480-0387

ESPANA'S SOUTHWEST
BAR & GRILL & CATERING
1460 E. Pacheco Blvd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-4041

J&M MINI PANCAKES
JUAN PEREZ

Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 306-2102

CHILDREN INDOOR
PLAYGROUND

LITTLE ADVENTURES
PARK & PLAY

2440 S. Rock Creek Dr.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 599-6741

WONDERLAND KIDS INDOOR
PLAYGROUND

YESENIA & KIMBERLY SAVAGE
265 Mercy Springs Rd,

Ste.C

Los Banos, CA 93635

(408) 887-0183

(209) 704-2633

CHURCH MARY JEAN WHITEHURST
M.S.C
ST.JOHN'S LUTHERAN 20078 Cardoza Rd.
CHURCH Los Banos, CA 93635
PAULINE SCOLES (209) 704-1979
250 W.Adams Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635 DJ SERVICE
(209) 826-2474
ABEL'S D.J SERVICE
CONCRETE CONTRACTOR Abelardo B.Villegas
Los Banos, CA 93635
TRIANGLE ROCK PRODUCTS (559) 303-0155
22101 W. Sunset Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635 DOG WALKER
(209) 826-5066
| LOVE WALKING DOGS
CONTRACTORS & AIR Elané:he JO§:93635
0S bdnos,
CONDITIONING (209) 6159090
ALL AMERICAN PLUMBING,
HEATING, AIR & SOLAR ELDERLY CARE
f'o% EZ?,SS %A 03635 VALLEY SPRING MEMORY CARE
(209) 826-7400 555 Miller Ln.
Los Banos, CA 93635
CEN-CAL AIR INC. (209) 710-4783
21 4th St.
D A 93635 EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
209) 826-8058
(209) WORKNET
, 800 7th St.
‘2’2‘V’v"\g,§f"‘ CONDITIONING Los Banos, CA 93635
Los Banos, CA 93635 (209) 710-6140
209) 826-4807
(209) FERAL CAT EDUCATION
CONTRACTOR - ELECTRICAL | LOVE FERAL CATS
Blanche Jorge
g\r’(T:HONY GOMES ELECTRIC e B Oh 03635
PO Box 2450 (209) 619-9090
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209 8242444~ FINANCIAL SERVICES -
CONTRACTORS - GENERAL BANKING
FARIAS CONSTRUCTION, INC CENTERSTONE FAMILY WEALTH
P.O Box 848 ADVISORS
Los Banos, CA 93635 FERNANDO MENDOZA

(209) 829-1135

REGALADOS CONSTRUCTION
INC.

RAMIRO REGALADO

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 233-0434

COPY, PRINTING &
SHIPPING - SERVICE

COPY SHIPPING SOLUTIONS
10171 St.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2828

Counseling Services -
Recovery Programs
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1120 West | Street
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 270-6160

EDUCATIONAL EMPLOYEE
CREDIT UNION
SAMANTHA C. RODRIGUEZ
755 E.Yosemite Ave.

Ste.A

Merced, CA 95340

(800) 538-3328

MECHANICS BANK
601" St.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2723
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MERCED SCHOOL EMPLOYEES
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

1450 S. Mercey Springs Rd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 827-8010

FIREWORKS VENDORS

TNT FIREWORKS
2945 S.Elm Ave.
Fresno, CA 93706
(559) 252-5391

FOOD PROCESSING

INGOMAR PACKING CO.
P.O Box 1448

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-9494

KAGOME FOODS, INC.
333 Johnson Rd.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8850

LOS BANOS ABATTOIR CO.
1312 W. Pacheco Blvd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2212

MORNING STAR PACKING CO.
13448 S.Volta Rd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-8000

RYAN-PARREIRA ALMOND CO.
RPAC.LLC

21490 S. Ortigalita Rd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-0272

FOOD & GAS MARKET

ARCO AM/PM LOS BANOS
#83466

1550 W. Pacheco Blvd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 829-1623

ARCO AMPM LOS BANOS
#83945

2027 E. Pacheco Blvd.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2482

FRESH FILL PACHECO
CHEVRON

1164 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4115

FUNERAL SERVICES

WHITEHURST FUNERAL
CHAPEL

16524 Center Ave.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4242

GOVERNMENT HEALTH SERVICES - CLINIC HOME REPAIR
MERCED COUNTY FAMILY HEALTH MEDICAL SORENSON’S ACE HARDWARE
ASSOCIATION CENTER 402 Washingtfon St.

OF GOVERNMENTS 1045 5th St. Los Banos, CA 93635
369 W. 18th St. Los Banos, CA 93635 (209) 826-2001
Merced, CA 95340 (209) 827-4747 -
(209) 723-3153 x:119 HOTELS, MOTELS & INN'S
GOLDEN VALLEY HEALTH
GYMS - FITNESS CENTERS AMERICAS BEST VALUE INN
AMY COLLIER CARROLL 330 W. Pacheco Bivd.
BODYLUX PILATES 1200 Scenic Dr. Los Banos, CA 93635
Amelia Toscano Suite 200 (209) 826-5002
1350 E. Pacheco Bivd. Modesto, CA 95350
Los Banos, CA 93635 (209) 617-3832 HOTEL MISSION DE ORO
(209) 617-1043 13070 S. Hwy 33
HEALTH SERVICES - Santa Nella, CA 95322
LOS BANOS FITNESS & HOSPITAL (209) 826-4444
RACQUET CLUB
1520 Racquet Club Dr. MEMORIAL HOSPITAL LOS BANOS MOTEL, INC.
Los Banos, CA 93635 LOS BANOS SUTTER HEALTH 290 E. Pacheco Blvd,
(209) 826-6011 520 W I'St Los Banos, CA 93635
POSITIVE CHANGES oo o oo e
(209) 826-0591
DONNA MENDES DAY CARE
1001 6th St. HEALTH SERVICES -
Los Banos, CA 93635 OPTOMETR|ST LITTLE ADVENTURE
(209) 826-0800 PARK & PLAY
TRAJAN J. SOARES 0.D LISSITTE
HAROBED SERVICE Advanced Eyecare Assoc. Los Banos, CA 93635
1028 6th St. (408) 559-6741
STACK'D LLC. Los Banos, CA 93635
Harobed & Retrieving (209) 826-1434 INSURANCE
15976 Evans Ave.
Dos Palos, CA 93620 HEALTH SERVICES - FARMERS INSURANCE
(209) 769-5483 DAVID GOULD
e PHYSICAL THERAPY 1048 6t St
Los Banos, CA 93635
?:g:;:; REHAB PHYSICAL (209) 826-0152
AGE DEFYING MEDI SPA 312 W)’ St
DEBBIE PERRY Los Banos OA 93635 STATE FARM INSURANCE
311 West ' St. (209) 8271-61 78 JOE GUTIERREZ
Los Banos, CA 93635 964°J' St.
(209) 826-8200 HOME DECOR-GIFTS Los Banos, CA 93635
FURNITURE (209) 826-0137
EDEN SPA
241 West Pacheco Blvd. WESTERN VALLEY INSURANCE
e ENILI DETALAVERA ASSOCIATES
Los Banos, CA 93635 810 W.'K’ St., Ste. A
(209) 270-8292 MEXICAN POTTERY Los Banos, CA 93635
Los Banos, CA 93635 (209) 826-5667
510) 915-5203
HEALTH FOODS / (

SUPPLEMENTS STRANDS OF SUNSHINE :vgv;gzl'ilRElAND, STROM

HEALTH TIME é\%%r)ag/]v o s 627 E.Canal Dr.
940 6th St. Turlock, CA 95381
kgé g)aggzgg 0933635 THE B EXCHANGE (209) 667-0995
Tabatha Craig JANITORIAL

. (408) 505-1792
TRINI'S HEALTH FOODS
MIKE REGALADO J.W. PROFESSIONAL JANITO-
1341 E. Pacheco Blvd. HOME IMPROVEMENT RIAL SERVICE

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-1927

CENTERS - CONCRETE

TRIANGLE ROCK PRODUCTS
22101 W. Sunset Ave.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-5066
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215 Las Palmas St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 873-0507
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LEGAL SERVICES

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA LEGAL
SERVICES

JUDITH LOGAN

445°1'St., #A

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 710-6046

GERMINO, AMARAL & JORDAN
303" St.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-5024

LIBRARY

LOS BANOS LIBRARY
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
1312 S.7th St.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5254

MERCED COUNTY LIBRARY
21000’ St.

Merced, CA 95340

(209) 385-7485

LIQUOR STORE

LOS BANOS LIQUOR

947 Pacheco Blvd., Suite A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 345-0811

MEDICAL GROUP

APEX MEDICAL GROUP
31T W.'I" St

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2222

MESSAGE THERAPY

HEALING HANDS MASSAGE
GENNETTE ZAMORA

928 4th St., Ste. A

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 769-1407

MJ MASSAGE & SPA
MIKI NUHULU

933 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 685-9355

MINISTRIES

HOLY FIRE GLOBAL MINISTRIES
JOHN BELL

1250 Overland Ave.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 270-0501

MOBILE FOOD /
BEVERAGE SERVICE

CALIFORNIA DEL SUR
Ice Cream Truck
Roman Huerta

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 828-7669

CASA DE CHURROS
Costa Romero

Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 876-8269

MUSEUM

MILLIKEN MUSEUM SOCIETY
DAN NELSON

P.O Box 2294

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-55056

NEWSPAPERS /
PHONE BOOKS

WESTSIDE EXPRESS PAPER
P.O Box 2444

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 704-3831

NURSING FACILITY

LOS BANOS POST ACUTE
931 Idaho Ave.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0790

NUTRITION

BABY’S NUTRITION
30W.'G’ St.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 485-6399

NOTARY SERVICES

MOBILE NOTARY PUBLIC
Jerry Ludwig Knoester

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 769-6965

OFFICE SUPPLIES &
EQUIPMENT

OFFICE SUPPLY EXPRESS
10171 St.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8751

C.A REDING

4352 N. Brawley Ave.
Ste. 101

Fresno, CA 93722
(209) 525-9849

PERFORMING ARTS

PACHECO PERFORMING ARTS
BOOSTER INC.

257 San Pelmo Ct.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(727) 559-6131

PET CARE

FOUR PAWS PET HOTEL
Stephanie Lippold

500 'H' St.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4420

PEST CONTROL

CLARK PEST CONTROL
1370 E. Merced Ave.

CENTURY 21 SELECT
GENEVA BRETT

1155 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-0573

CENTURY 21 SELECT
MARIA PINA

1155 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-7613

ROSA M KINDRED-WINZER,
REALTOR

Merced, CA 95348

(209) 777-0986

REAL ESTATE - DEVELOPERS

ANDERSON HOMES

Merced, CA 95348 P.O Box 1237
- Lodi, CA 95241
PLUMBING (209) 367-7600

STONEFIELD HOME INC.
A PLUS PLUMBING, LLC 923 E. Pacheco Blvd.
TRINTEN CORDEIRO Ste.C
501 Fourth St. Los Banos, CA 93635
Gustine, CA 95322 (209) 826-6200
(209) 854-1800

REAL ESTATE - ESCROW/
PUBLIC UTILITY & TITLE COMPANY
ENVIRONMENT

TRANSCOUNTY TITLE
PENINSULA CLEAN ENERGY 265 Mercey Springs Rd.
2075 Woodside Rd. Ste. K
Redwood City, CA 94061 Los Banos, CA 93635
(866) 966-0110 (209) 826-0804

RADIO STATIONS REAL ESTATE - MULTIPLE
LISTINGS

KQLB - KLBS
401 W. Pacheco Blvd. METROLIST SERVICES
Los Banos, CA 93635 1164 W. National Dr.
(209) 826-0578 Ste. 60

Sacramento, CA 95834

(888) 898-9788

REAL ESTATE - AGENTS
REAL ESTATE OFFICES

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME
SERVICES BLOSSOM VALLEY REALTY
CHRISTINE KINSLEY DIANE TELLES

1209 S. 6th St., Ste. B
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 631-4049

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME
SERVICES

Nancy Soares

1209 S. 6th St., Ste. B

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 704-0234
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524 Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1600

COLDWELL BANKER
KALJIAN & ASSOCIATES
645 E. Pacheco Blvd.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1826

FREEDOM WEST
Real Estate Group
210 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6941
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PMZ REAL ESTATE
JAN-ETTE BOYD

1415 Badger Flat Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 675-3634 Mobile
(209) 826-1100 Office

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

REDLINE HOME INSPECTIONS
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 831-0827

RENEWABLE ENERGY

REAL ESTATE PROJECT
CONSULTANT EDF POWER SOLUTIONS
NORTH AMERICA
ANTHONY R.WHITEHURST 3600 American Blvd.
CONSULTING Ste. 400
Los Banos, CA 93635 Bloomington, MN 55431
(209) 826-4001 (763) 234-7868
REAL ESTATE RENTALS - RESTAURANTS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
BLACK BEAR DINER
BORELLI REAL ESTATE 955 W. Pacheco Bivd.
SERVICES Los Banos, CA 93635
935'I'St,, Ste. F (209) 826-2616
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 485-9273 DENNY’S #8075
1491 W. Pacheco Blvd.
CENTRAL VALLEY APARTMENTS  Los Banos, CA 93635
1130'D’ St. (510) 490-9717
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-9270 ESPANA'S SOUTHWEST BAR
AND GRILL

GERBI ENTERPRISES
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-6000

LOS BANOS PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT SERVICES
645 E. Pacheco Blvd.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-5680

WESTHILL PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

963 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-9000

WOLFSEN PROPERTIES
LARRY WOLFSEN

2301 Mission St., Ste. C2
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 915-1821

RECREATION - VEHICLE
SALES & SERVICE

TOSCANO R.V CENTER
2531 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2488

RECYCLING

A&S METALS OF LOS BANOS
2510 Technology Dr.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 829-1943

1460 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4041

ITALIA COFFEE & BISTRO
947 6th St

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 489-1677

M&M ITALIAN RESTAURANT
& LOUNGE

400 Pacheco Blvd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 827-1666

EL POLLO LOCO

1470 Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 737-0130

RARE EARTH COFFEE
Daniel Herrera

2510 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(350) 225-8149

TAQUERIA EL RODEO
Argelia Rodriguez
1313 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635

WENDY’S

503 Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 577-6690

WOOL GROWERS RESTAURANT
609 H. St.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-4593

ROCKERY

TRIANGLE ROCK PRODUCTS
22101 W. Sunset Ave.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-5066

ROOFING

LOS BANOS ROOFING
ISIS RODRIGUEZ

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-7681

SECURITY/INVESTIGATIONS

CRAIG & CRAIG SECURITY INC.
KEVIN E. CRAIG

1350 E. Pacheco Blvd., Ste. B-169
Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-1157

SCHOOLS

LOS BANOS UNIFIED SCHOOL
DISTRICT

1717 S. 11th St.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-3801

MERCED COLLEGE - LOS
BANOS

22240 Hwy. 152

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 381-6412

MERCED COUNTY OFFICE OF
EDUCATION

632 W. 13th St.

Merced, CA 95340

(209) 381-6600

OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL
1625 Center Ave.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2709

SUPERMARKETS

LA MORENITATORTILLERIA
705 W.H St.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2916

TRANSPORTATION SERVICE

FRUGAL LOGISTICS
P.O Box 871

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-6700
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THE BUS & RWA

Merced County Association
of Governments

369 W. 18th St.

Merced, CA 95340

(209) 723-3153 x:119

TRAVEL

DREAM VACATIONS A
CRUISEONE COMPANY
GOMES TRAVEL PLANNERS
848 6th St., Ste. 1

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2584

TRUCK DRIVING SCHOOL

MID VALLEY TRUCK SCHOOL
VERONICA SANTANA

531 Mercy Springs Rd.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 829-5622

UTILITIES

MID VALLEY DISPOSAL
502" St.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 270-5100

PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC
940" St.

Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 726-6453

WIRELESS SERVICE
PROVIDERS

SPACETEL LLC.
Gabriela Brizuela
1313 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5009

WATER TREATMENT

MCGUIRE BOTTLED WATER
45 W.'G' St.

Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-5009

[

LOS BANOS
CHAMBER

of Commerce

932 6th Street

Los Banos, CA 936356
Phone: (209) 826-2495
Email: LBCOFC@Comcast.net
Website: LosBanos.com




Learn about these trips, other group travel,
and custom vacation planning.
We have other trips and can plan your
individual vacations!

Let us make your

travel dreams a reality! casor2006278-40

COMPLETE ADULT/
CHILDREN'S VISION
CARE

DIAGNOSIS &
TREATMENT OF EYE
DISEASE

LASIK AND CATARACT
SURGERY CONSULTATION
AND CO-MANAGEMENT

LARGE SELECTION OF
GLASSES AND CONTACT
LENSES

1028 6th Street, Los Banos, CA 93635

209-826-1434
fax 209-826-8375
www.drsoaresvisionsource.com

FAMILY FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 am to noon.
Emergency Food Bags Available By Calling
(209) 827-4945 ext. 12

FEED HOMELESS BRUNCH
EveryTuesday homeless only 9:30 to 11 a.m.
Homeless bags everyday 9 a.m. to Noon.
Clothing ClosetTues., Wed., from 10 a.m. to noon.
Hope Center For Job Opportunities
Call (209) 827-4945 ext. 14

Income Tax Return Program Available
After school program Mon. through
Friday on school days for first graders
and up. Call ext. 14 for more information.

Salvation Army Troop
Program For Children:
Bible Study, Sunbeam,

Girl Guards, Adventurers Meet Wednesdays

Ages 5 to 18 years old 5to0 6:30 p.m.

Women'’s
luncheon every 3rd Thursday of the month at noon.
Vacation Bible School
June 29 to July 4 ¢ (650) 576 - 1072 for registration

Youth program Adult Bible Study
Bible Study i Wednesdays from 9 to 10 a.m.
Every Tuesday i in English and Thursdays
from5to6 p.m. ! 6 to 7:30 p.m. in Spanish.

Sunday Morning
Holiness Service
10 am. to noon.

Sunday School 10 a.m. RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR

. BEING A BELL RINGER!
Monetary donations are

always welcomed and
appreciated!

NEED BUSINESS PEOPLE AND
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS!

Registration is open for Summer Salvation Army Camp!
Music Camp ages 7 to 17 and Discovery Camp ages 7 to 12.

For quest}ons or to sign up your
child for Army Camp call the

Los Banos Salvation Army
at (650) 576-1072

Major Jennifer Cortez
1231 Fourth St. Los Banos, CA 93635
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1 EEantllos'Banos

LIST OF ADVERTISERS

A-Plus Plumbing Los Banos Property Management Services

A-1 Water Quality. Los Banos Rotary Club

Adam Gray, Congressman Los Touchdown Club

Advanced Auto Glass Maria Pina, Realtor Century 21 Select Real Estate
Advanced Eye Care Associates Marlene M. Freitas Bookkeeping Services

Age Defying Medi Spa Mechanics Bank

Aldina Real Estate Merced County Food Bank

All American Plumbing Heating & Air. Merced County Office of Education

Anderson Homes Merced County Spring Fairgrounds

Apex Medical Group Merced School Employees Federal Credit Union
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services Office Supply Express

Blossom Valley Real Estate Phoenix Books

Camarena Health Richard Martorello Taxes and Bookkeeping Services
CASA 0f MErCed COUNLY........rvvveeomereverreeeesesseessessssesseeenns 35 Ronny's

China Garden Round Table Pizza

Christine Kinsley, Realtor Berkshire Hathaway.................... 25 RPAC Almond Grower and Processor.

Coldwell Banker SAIVALION AMMY....ooiiii e 59
Copy Shipping Solutions Santos Ford

Crinklaw Fine Art Soares Lumber & P.S.G. Fencing

Diversified Protective Services Sorensen’s Ace Hardware

Dos Palos Apex Health Center. St. Joseph Catholic Church
Fiesta Auto Insurance State Farm - Joe Gutierrez

Fresh Fill Chevron Susan Faustino » Paramount Residential Mortgage Group

Friends of the Los Banos Library. T. Kaljian Real Estate

Germino, Amaral, Jordan & Silva « A Professional Law Corp TeeDeeUs Automotive

Gomes Travel Planners The UPS Store

Hotel Mission De Oro TNT Fireworks

Ingomar Packing TOSCANO RV...vviivciiciniccs s 63

Keller Williams Property Team Los Banos Western Valley Insurance

Los Banos Chevron Westhill Real Estate

Los Banos Downtown Association Whitehurst Funeral Chapel

Los Banos Elks Lodge Young's Air Conditioning




Tee I Up With Sy

Th g Tl g ers ' Rancho Del Rey Golf Course

In Atwater, GA
Gontact Mike Gill at
(209) 110-71312

High Touch. Top Notch.
Next Level.

Pick any 3.

It's hard to believe, but top-tier, personal service still exists. In fact, for more than 120 years, we've built our
business on it. Couple that with our century-long track record of financial stability, and you know you’ll be
well taken care of. So if you're ready to be treated like a human again, give us a call. We're here to help.

Los Banos Branch | 6011 Street | 209.826.2723 | mechanicsbank.com

Extremely Well Capitalized | Outstanding Liquidity | Exceptionally Diverse Deposit Base | More Than 120 Years of Stability, Safety and Soundness

& Mechanics Bankf’

Where Relationships Matte
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MCOE supports Excellence throughout
the County and highlights this year’s

Academic Pentathlon winner

Grasslands Elementary!

Yowr p2r E ey

< of
DUCATION R
" eve . Teen, 4.

County Superintendent of Schools

www.mcoe.org @ © X @ @MercedCOE
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SANIGOSIHORT)

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR NEW AND USED CAR SALES - FULL
SERVICE CAR AND TRUCK REPAIRS - WELL STOCKED PARTS
DEPARTMENT - OUR BODYSHOP WORKS ON ALL MAKES AND

MODELS! - FRIENDLY SERVICE EVERY TIME

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE CENTER
Santos Ford is the leader in Central California for your Business and
Municipal needs. We are you complete, local commercial dealership!

Come see Fleet Manager Chris Laveglia for all your work Wichacl Santos [~ Marion Santos IR Santos Gavino Villa
: 2 eneral Manager Dealer Principal Service Manager Parts and Service
vehicles available and ready to go. Favorite Boss Director

Toscano RV

—

' |
TOSCANO RV CENTER RV's Cost Less In Los Banos!

* Durango * Lance Toscano RV Center, 2531 E. Pacheco Blvd.,

* Sunseeker - Spirit Los Banos, CA 93635

* Rockwood -+ Cougar

G (209) 826-2488

. Airstream www.toscanorv.com
Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Sat 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Henry Flores Jeff Sousa Bobby Sousa Marion Santos LeAne
Sun 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. * Since 1967 General Manager Service Manager ~ Service Manager Owner Santos-Sousa
o o Favorite Boss 2014  Office Manager

Los Banos Chevron
1009 E. Pacheco Blvd., Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 827-9480
Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day Since 1995
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645 E. Pacheco Blvd., Los Banos « www.losbanosrealestate.com

Over 45 Years of Experience (209) 826' 1826

o Available 7 Days a Week
o Locally Owned and Operated
o Hablamos Espaiiol
Jennifer Villad
Sc:&c]\l;la“la?; Norma Bates Theresa Bartholomew Lindsey Cheas Angel Ann Cordova Danisha Duque
If ity ted (209) 737-6847 Realtor Realtor Realtor Realtor Realtor
I'you aré intereste Hzblo Espariol. (209) 675-5353 (209) 704-0821 (408) 624-2759 (209) 270-1256 (408) 679-7713
in becoming a real CalDRE#02067713 CalDRE#01818704 | | CalDRE#01039974 CalDRE#02106941 CalDRE#02264483 CalDRE#02227673
estate agent, we
can help! If you Call
already have your
license and are Jennifer
looking for a great .
place to work, call if you
us today and ask
for Jennifer. would
Il ke Lena Marshall Jenny Ramirez Kim Ribeiro Javier Torres Daisy Villada
. _ . Realtor Realtor Broker Associate Realtor Realtor
to join (209) 761-3441 (209) 270-1675 (209) 769-0696 (209) 356-8904 (209) 875-0937
CalDRE#01418100 Hablo Espariol CalDRE#01075644 Hablo Espaiiol Hablo Espariol
out team CalDRE#02344308 CalDRE#02332196 CalDRE#02127165
REALTOR' Conral Coforia 0#PORTUNITY
Independently owned & operated CalDRE #01426298
1 L ]
T. Kaljian
Real Estate

Call us for commercial, multi-family investment
development and farm land.

If you have a real estate question, call us for the answer. Thomas E. Kaljian Jarrett Sagouspe
645 E. Pacheco Blvd. (209) 769-8091 (209) 769-7562
Los Banos (209) 826-8864 Owner/Broker Realtor
CalDRE #00528796 CalDRE#00528796 CalDRE#01731872

www.losbanoscommercialrealestate.com [H = (=2

LOS BANOS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Are you Happy with your Property Management Company?

e | ocally Owned & Operated ® Superior Management e Preventive Maintenance Inspections e Affordable Rates
e Effective Marketing ® Thorough Credit/Background Checks

645 E. Pacheco Bivd. Los Banos CA 93635 » Office: 209-710-5680

Email propertymanager@losbanosrealestate.com ® www.losbanospropertymgtservices.com I:E @

CalDRE #01426297 REMLTOR' i




