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LOS BANOS EDITIONLOS BANOS EDITION
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& FOUNTAIN DRINK

A L L-YO U-C A N-E AT

$19.99+ tax
LARGE

LOS BANOS • 1462 S. Mercey Springs Rd • 209-827-3600 
One coupon per order. Not valid with any other offer, promotion or discount.   

Valid through 4/30/25 at listed location.

DINE-IN ONLY

LOS BANOS • 1462 S. Mercey Springs Rd • 209-827-3600 
One coupon per order. Not valid with any other offer, promotion or discount.  
Additional delivery fee may apply.  Valid through 4/30/25 at listed location. 

DINE-IN OR CARRY-OUT ONLY

LOS BANOS • 1462 S. Mercey Springs Rd • 209-827-3600 
Delivery fee may apply. One coupon per order. Limited delivery area and hours. Not valid with any other 
offer, promotion or discount. Additional delivery fee may apply.  Valid through 4/30/25 at listed location. 

DINE-IN, CARRY-OUT OR DELIVERY

LOS BANOS • 1462 S. Mercey Springs Rd • 209-827-3600 
With purchase of food items (Pizza, Appetizers and Salad). One coupon per order. Not valid with any other 

offer, promotion or discount.  Valid through 4/30/25 at listed location. 

DINE-IN ONLY

Any Medium 
1-Topping Pizza

Lunch 
Buffet

BEER 
PINTS

$1499.99¢

NOW!

plus tax
plus tax

$799
plus tax

$3Off
Any Medium Pizza 

Code: LG00303

$4Off
Any Large Pizza 

Code: LG00304

$5Off
Any X-Large Pizza 

Code: LG00305
Code: VIP2502

$ 1299

Code: VIP2504Code: VIP2503

PEPPERONI,
GRILLED CHICKEN

AND 
BACON PIZZA

Enjoy our NEW pizza made with a creamy white sauce base and topped  
with our famous three cheese blend, pepperoni, red onions, Roma tomatoes, 

grilled chicken and bacon, then finished with green onions.

LOS BANOS
1462 S. Mercey Springs Rd
(209) 827-3600

© 2025 Round Table Pizza, a FAT Brands Company. All rights reserved.  Overstreet Associates 800-994-1150 [21539]

SUNDAY–THURSDAY  11am – 10pm    |    FRIDAY–SATURDAY  11am – MIDNIGHT

The Westside Express

209.704.3831
TheWestsideExpress.com
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Service Hours: 
Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 5:30pm

bodyshop@santosford.net  
617 W. Pacheco Blvd.
209-826-4921 
www.santosford.net

SANTOS FORD SANTOS FORD 
COLLISIONCOLLISION

 Full-service car and 
truck collision repairs

 I-CAR certified

 Factory approved repair 
equipment including 
Pro-Spot aluminum 
welding system

 We offer Chief Automotive 
Frame Measurement 
and Repairs

 All Insurance work welcome

 FREE in town 
Shuttle Service

 Towing available - just call 
us!

 FREE Estimates!

 Friendly Service Every Time

Visit us on 
@Santos Ford Bodyshop

Wheel Bearing, Axle & Brake Services

STARTING AT

$19900

ToscanoRV.com

Don’t let a lack of maintenance ruin your next vacation

SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

2531 E. Pacheco Blvd. • Los Banos • 209-826-2488
Open Mon. to Sat. 8 am to 5:30 pm • Sun 9 am to 5 pm

COME SEE OUR COMPLETELY STOCKED PARTS STORE!
BRING THIS AD WITH YOU AND RECEIVE 

10% OFF IN-STOCK PARTS!

SPRINGTIME IS THE TIME TO TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF OUR SERVICE SPECIAL!

APEX ANNEX HEALTH CENTER 

COMPREHENSIVE CARE, 
WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST 

Your trusted provider for urgent and routine medical care. 

Emergency 
Services 

Child Health 
Care Services 

Adult Health 
Care Services 

Open late hours 
daily & on Saturday 

Visit Us: 400 West I Street, Suite A Los Banos, CA 93635 

(209)827-9999           www.apexannexhealthcenter.com 

apexannexhealthcenter   @apexannexhealthcenter

Whether you’re looking to buy or refinance, trust your local 
home lending expert to guide you every step of the way. 
Discover stand-out home loan solutions that fit your needs.

Tara Gallichio NMLS# 453248

Loan Officer | 209-509-3511 
tara.gallichio@northpointe.com
Northpointe.com/tara-gallichio

Member
FDICAll loans are subject to credit review and approval. This is not a 

commitment to lend. Other terms and condi�ons may apply. 

Your local homeYour local home
lending expert.lending expert.
Whether you’re looking to buy or refinance, 
trust your local home lending expert to 
guide you every step of the way.
Discover stand-out home loan solutions 
that fit your needs.

Connect with me to get  
started today!

All loans are subject to credit review and approval. This is not a All loans are subject to credit review and approval. This is not a 
commitment to lend. Other terms and conditions may apply.commitment to lend. Other terms and conditions may apply.

Tara Gallichio NMLS# 453248

Loan Officer | 209-509-3511
tara.gallichio@northpointe.com
Northpointe.com/tara-gallichio

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HomeServices 
Drysdale Properties

1209 Sixth St., Unit B 
Los Banos, CA 93635

C: 209.631.4049 
christine.kinsley@yahoo.com

CAL BRE# 01306231

CHRISTINE KINSLEY
Realtor® since 2001

     A 
member 

of the 
franchise 
system 
of BHH 

Affiliates, 
LLC

1

Please Call

GENE LIEB 
209-704-3831

If you 
would like 

to be included 
in the next 

edition of the

Tuesday 
Review
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• 58 years in business 
• California’s oldest continuously operating smog station 
• Complete service for cars and light trucks, including diesel 
• AC and Heating 
• Steering 
• Brakes 
• Suspension 
• Computer diagnosing and reprograming 
• Radiator and cooling system 
• Free pick up and delivery

Complete Service & Repair
Licensed: A/C, Smog,
Computer Diagnosis & Repair

447 Mercey Springs Road, Los Banos, CA 93635
www.teedeeusautomotive.com

TEE-DEE-US 

Maintenance  
Pays

AUTOMOTIVE INC.

Buy New, Pre-Owned or  

Refinance From Another Lender 

Apply today, offer ends April 8th! 

For details, call 383-5550 x141/142 or  

apply online at www.mercedschoolcu.org

Spring Into Your Dream Home 
with Incredible Deals!

Scan to View New Homes in 
Los Banos and Merced

LOS BANOS: THE VILLAS • 209-710-9390 

SOUTHPOINTE • 209-710-8600

MERCED: BELLEVUE RANCH • 209-626-5558 

CYPRESS TERRACE • 209-626-5455

RENAISSANCE • 209-626-5455

We are offering monthly Homebuyer Workshops. 
Make Your Dream a Reality. Please Join Us!

12:00 – 1:30 pm
4/26/25 at Southpointe – Los Banos – 411 Barrett Lane
5/17/25 at Bellevue Ranch – Merced – 4604 Irma Drive

Receive $1,000 towards the purchase of your Stonefield home 
upon completion of workshop (see agent on site for details)

No waiting, just move right in!
A variety of floor plans to suit any lifestyle

Discover Your Ideal Neighborhood with Stonefield Home
For a Limited Time - Ask about Move-In Ready Home Discounts in Los Banos and Merced

Advanced Market Realty, Inc. CA DRE#01899319
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RESIDENTIAL   
COMMERCIAL • TRUST SALES 

LAND • MOBILE HOMES 
BUSINESS SALES 

LEASING  
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

FORECLOSURES  
SHORT SALES 

Languages spoken: Spanish, Portuguese, Punjabi  
and Hindi. 

Serving counties of: 
Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, Santa Clara,  

Merced, Stanislaus and San Joaquin Valley 

OFFICE LOCATIONS: 
242 | ST. LOS BANOS, CA • 209-826-7777 

713 E LAKE AVE. WATSONVILLE, CA • 831-722-7131 

AldinaRealEstate.com | AldinaPropertyManagement.com

BUNDLE BUNDLE 
HOME HOME && AUTO AUTO  

Los Banos 209-826-5667 
www.westernvalley.comLicense #0649647 

insurance to save 

Doors open at 6pm 
Concert at 7pm-10pm 

Tickets: $60 Includes 4 Tacos 
Tickets are limited so get yours 

before they are gone!

Ticket outlets; 
State Farm Insurance, 964 J St. 

Los Banos; 209-826-4963
Steve Soares; 209-704-2025 or 

any Arts Council member

Los Banos Arts Council
And

Joe G. Gutierrez  
Insurance Agency

Presents

MOTHER'S DAY MARIACHIMOTHER'S DAY MARIACHI

For more information, 
Call Joe (209-769-7953) or Steve (209-704-2025)

Featuring Mariachi Nuevo Santa Maria
Friday, May 9th, 2025 • Los Banos Arts Council  

1105 Fifth St., Los Banos, CA
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MARIA PINA
Realtor Since 1992
01130617
1155 Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
209-769-5388

Hablo Espanol  
Maria.Pina@C21SelectGroup.com

HTTPS://Maria-Pina@C21SelectGroup.Com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Realtor Since 1992
01130617
1155 Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635

209-769-5388

Each office is independently owned and operated.

MARIA PINA

Monica Escamilla-SoellerMonica Escamilla-Soeller
Your local Realtor®Your local Realtor®
Cell Phone: 559.380.6318

245 H Street Suite 2 
Los Banos, CA 93635
Each Office 
Is Independently 
Owned and Operated.

DRE#01972758
Monicasoeller@gmail.com | www.msoeller.kw.com

Real Estate

NO BUNNY 
KNOWS MORTGAGE 
LENDING LIKE 
I DO!

Voted #1 Best of the Westside 
2024 for mortgage services! 

• In-house processing & 
underwriting for a fast closing 

• Conventional, FHA, VA, 
Reverse & More 

• State and National Down 
Payment Assistance 

I'd be EGG-cited to work with you! 
Let's connect.

Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection & Innovation under the California Financing 
Law License #603I216. For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. MiMutual 
Mortgage, NMLS #12901, principal  licensed office is 911 Military Street, Port Huron, MI 48060. 
The content in this advertisement is for informational purposes only. This is not an offer for 
extension of credit or commitment to lend. All loans must satisfy underwriting guidelines.

SUSAN “V” FAUSTINO 
Producing Branch Manager | NMLS #269245

OFFICE: (209) 862-1717 
CELL: (209) 678-2838 
sfaustino@mimutual.com 
1300 Main Street, 
Newman, CA 95360

SUSAN “V” FAUSTINO
Producing Branch Manager | NMLS #269245
OFFICE: (209) 862-1717
CELL: (209) 678-2838  
sfaustino@mimutual.com

1300 Main Street,
Newman, CA 95360

Voted #1 Best of the Westside 2024 for 
mortgage services!

• In-house processing & underwriting for a 
fast closing 

• Conventional, FHA, VA, Reverse & More
• State and National Down Payment 

Assistance

Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection & Innovation under the California Financing Law License #603I216. 
For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. MiMutual Mortgage, NMLS #12901, principal licensed 
office is 911 Military Street, Port Huron, MI 48060. The content in this advertisement is for informational purposes only. 
This is not an offer for extension of credit or commitment to lend. All loans must satisfy underwriting guidelines. 

NO BUNNY KNOWS 
MORTGAGE LENDING 
LIKE I DO!

I'd be EGG-cited to work with you! Let's connect.

www.Ingomarpacking.com

Ingomar Packing Company 
strives to be globally 

recognized as the 
premium supplier of 

industrial tomato products 
while consistently 

demonstrating our commitment 
to our employees,  

our customers and community.

Come grow with us:
Accepting Seasonal Applications Monday, April 14, 2025

9950 Ingomar Grade Road, Los Banos, 93635

2025 LIFE 
in Los Banos

Business/Community Directory &
Los Banos Chamber of Commerce
2025 Membership Directory.
Be part of the most up-to-date
source of information for business
and community lists and activities
in Los Banos. If you are new to the
community, or a long-time resident,
this business and community directory
is a must have!

Distributed to readers of
The Westside Express
May 30, 2025, as well as to
local hotels/motels, Chamber
of Commerce, local retailers,
restaurants and real estate offices.
This full color directory will help
you reach your target audience and
increase your visibility.

For more information or  
to reserve your space,  
call The Westside Express
Publisher/Advertising Director
Gene Lieb at (209) 704-3831

Important Dates:
Publication Date
May 30, 2025

Ad Reservation Deadline is
April 18, 2025

AD RATES:
(ALL ADS ARE IN FULL COLOR)

PREMIUM RATES:
(First right of refusal offered to 2024 edition advertisers)

Eighth Page ������������������������������ $170
Quarter Page ���������������������������� $225
Half Page ���������������������������������� $325
Full Page ����������������������������������� $600

Inside Cover ����������������������������� $700
DoubleTruckTrim ������������������ $1,300
Inside Back Cover ��������������������� $700
Back Page ��������������������������������� $800SOLD

Spring Fair Tab April 23 in The Westside Express, Gustine Standard, Westside Index and Turlock Journal!
Read all about what’s coming to this year’s fair, schedule of events and attractions

Email Gene Lieb at: glieb@TheWestsideExpress.com

It’s Fair Time!
Merced County Spring Fair Section

(Fair is April 30 to May 4)
Your ad will be published 4 times for one low price!

Advertising Space Reservation Deadline is Tues., April 1, 2025

For more information Contact Gene Lieb The Westside Express 209-704-3831

Full Page ......... $700
1/2 Page ......... $450
1/4 Page ..........$300
1/8 Page ..........$200
Full Color .........$100

Premium Positioning
(Includes Full Color)

Back Page .................... $950
Inside Front Page ....... $900
Inside Back Page ....... $850

Sally H. Hurley 
Realtor® 
DRE#: 01127709 

963 E. Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635 

DRE#: 02077897 

Westhill 
Real Estate 

Property 
Management 

Cell: 209-769-5200 • Phone: 209-826-9000 • Fax: 209-826-4139 
Email: shhurley@yahoo.com • Website: westhillrepm.com

209-826-6350
Call for a Quote! Locally owned

BRAVO CARPET  BRAVO CARPET  
CLEANINGCLEANING
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CAMARENA HEALTH
NOW OPEN IN LOS BANOS

(559) 664-4000 |  2520 Pacheco Blvd Los Banos,  CA 93635 |  www.camarenahealth.org

Medical

Dental

Behavorial Health

Health Education

Optometry

Chiropractic

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

SCAN TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT

Questions: Call Publisher, Gene Lieb at (209) 704-3831

To subscribe send a check for $52 to:
THE WESTSIDE EXPRESS
PO Box 2422 | Los Banos, CA 93635

Stay informed and up to date on local news, sports and 
community events in Los Banos,  Dos Palos, Firebaugh and 
Santa Nella by subscribing to The Westside Express newspaper.

$1.50WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY 12, 2025  VOLUME  4    ■    No.  7
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T h e  D o s  Pa l o s  S u n

PERIODICAL
U.S. Postage

PAID
Mailed from 93635

PE24467

HANSEL & 
GRETEL
OPERA MODESTO 
PERFORMS FOR 
LB STUDENTS

SEE PAGE A2

TRIO OF BRONCO 
WRESTLERS WIN 
WSL TITLES

DOS PALOS 
VICTORS

SEE PAGE B1

BY SANDY LEMAS
Contributing Writer

Soroptimist International of  
Los Banos held its annual So-
roptimist Awards event on Feb. 
3. In addition to inviting pro-
spective members and installing 
new members, the club honored 
the Live Your Dream award 
winners.

Soroptimist clubs have been 
economically empowering 

women with the Live Your 
Dream Awards since 1972.

Providing women and girls 
with access to education is the 
most effective way to help them 
reach their full potential and live 
their dreams. When women and 
girls are educated, they have 
more opportunity, choice and 
power to make healthy decisions 
for themselves and families.

Although the awards address 
economic needs and make a dif-

ference in a practical way, they 
also affect women in a personal 
way. Women who have received 
the award report an increase in 
self-confidence, self-esteem, and 
pride for being recognized for 
having the courage to change 
their lives.

Every year, more than $3 
million in education grants are 
awarded to nearly 2,200 wom-

Soroptimist Awards Ceremony recognizes three woman for the Live Your Dream Award

BY DAVID BORBOA
The Westside Express

Defense took the night 
off  and hot shooting was 
at the forefront when the 
Firebaugh Eagles hosted 
the Dos Palos Broncos in 
West Sierra League ac-
tion on Friday.

The Eagles held off  the 
Broncos in an exciting 
shootout that led to a 74-
70 Firebaugh victor. The 
win left both teams with 
identical season records 
of  10-16.  Firebaugh sits 
at 4-5 in the West Sierra 
League while the Broncos 
are 3-6.

Firebaugh’s defense 
had no answer for Bronco 
senior point guard Jac-
quez Jones. The speedster 
continually was able to 

drive in the paint or con-
vert on a steal, usually 
ending up with an easy 
layup.

However, the Eagles 
had their own offensive 
force in forward Man-
uel Armendariz, who 
drained six three-point 
shots and finished with 18 
points.  His teammate, Ja-
son Lara added a trio of  
three-point shots and fin-
ished with 14 points, and 
Roman Rodriguez added 
16 points, including eight 
of  nine free throws.

Jones finished with 
27 points and teammate 
Anthony Lish added 17 
points.  The Broncos were 
only able to convert 12 of  
22 free throws while the 
Eagles fared better, going 
17 of  26.

Firebaugh boys hold off Dos Palos

Gene Lieb/The Express

Gary Brizzee, new interim City Manager. 

Soroptimist 
Membership 
Chair, Sherry 
Pearson, center, 
stands with 
new members, 
Jennifer 
Lampreda, left, 
and Jennifer 
Barcellos.
 Gene Lieb/The Express

BY EMMA REYNA
The Westside Express

The Los Banos City Coun-
cil heard a first reading of  
an ordinance regarding city 
manager termination at its 
Feb. 5 meeting, responded 
to a Merced County Grand 
Jury report, continued dis-
cussion on filling the District 
1 City Councilmember posi-
tion and – after a closed ses-
sion—named Gary Brizzee 
as Interim City Manager.

The council also heard 
a report from Acting Po-

lice Chief  Justin Melden 
regarding the city’s police 
department’s local law en-
forcement vis-à-vis federal 
immigration enforcement.

The council consisted of  
Mayor Michael Amabile 
and Councilmembers Evan 
Sanders, Marcus Chavez 
and Deborah Lewis, with 
the District 1 member chair 
vacant. 

The council was presented 
with a first reading Ordi-
nance 1206, an amendment 

BY CAMRYN CARPENTER
The Westside Express

The Los Banos City 
Council is inviting residents 
to weigh in on selecting 
a date and voting process 
to fill the vacant District 1 
council seat.

The discussion will take 
place during the council’s 
meeting on Feb. 19, at 6 p.m. 
in the city council chambers 
at City Hall, 520 J Street.

Residents will have the 
opportunity to provide input 
on two options: An elec-
tion on Aug. 26, conducted 
entirely by mail, with an es-
timated cost of  $45,545, or 
an election on Nov. 4, with 
both mail-in and in-person 

voting options, estimated to 
cost $76,315.

The full agenda and meet-
ing packets are available on 
the city’s website at www.
losbanos.org. Residents can 
also contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at cityclerk@losba-
nos.org or by phone at 209-
827-2412. 

Council to change 5-0 
vote to remove city manager 
to simple majority

The Los Banos City Coun-
cil has introduced an ordi-
nance that would change 
the process for removing or 
suspending the city man-
ager, requiring a minimum 
of  three council members to 

Council names Gary Brizzee 
as interim city manager

LB Council seeks public 
input to fill District 1 seat

SEE MANAGER, PAGE A5

SEE DIST 1, PAGE A5

SEE AWARD, PAGE A5

Gene Lieb/The Express

TOP RIGHT: Firebaugh senior, Andrew Aguilar, left, makes 
a basket against Dos Palos early in the game; ABOVE: Dos 
Palos senior point guard, Jacquez Jones, left, is denied a 
basket by Firebaugh senior, Jesus Garcia; LEFT: Firebaugh 
senior, Jason Lara, left, fouls Dos Palos sophomore, Jayden 
Raspberry late in the game.

For only $1 a week ($52 annually)
The Express will be US Mailed to your home every Wednesday.
Please help ensure that local journalism survives in our communities by subscribing 
and advertising in  The Westside Express, an adjudicated newspaper of 
general circulation in Merced County.

SOARES LUMBER & P.S.G. FENCINGSOARES LUMBER & P.S.G. FENCING
• Offering Custom Sheds/Offices
•  Mill Work Available • Patio Covers
•  Redwood & Cedar Fencing
•  Landscape / Rock / Bark / Mulch
•  Tree Removal
•  Custom Decks
•  Concrete
•  Metal Buildings
• Installation

Dumpster Rental Available Offering Bobcat Service

Call for a 
FREE ESTIMATE 
of your project!

209-829-0700
1218 D St., Los Banos, CA 93635

(Located one street over from Premiere Cinemas)
Lic.#606051

A Family Owned Business 

For 35 Years
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March19
6 p.m. Los Banos City Council meeting, 520 

J St., Los Banos
March 20
9 a.m. — 2 p.m. Veteran Service Representa-

tive available to assist veterans at Los Banos 
Memorial Hall, 615 E St., Los Banos. Questions 
209-385-7588

March 22
6 - 11 p.m. Los Banos Downtown Associa-

tion Mardi Gras Casino Night at the Crest Event 
Center, 516 I St., Los Banos. Tickets $65. (209) 
587-0201

March 24 
6 p.m. Pacheco Sports Boosters Live Pro 

Wrestling fundraiser. Pacheco High School 
Brett Lee Gym in Los Banos. 

March 27
9 a.m. — 2 p.m. Veteran Service Representa-

tive available to assist veterans at Los Banos 
Memorial Hall, 615 E St., Los Banos. Questions 
209-385-7588

March 28
Noon - Ribbon cutting of Los Banos and 

Peninsula Clean Energy Los Banos Community 
Center solar carport project, 645 7th St., Los 
Banos

April 2
6 p.m. Los Banos City Council meeting, 520 

J St., Los Banos
April 5
10 a.m. Los Banos Tiger Trap Team First 

Sandy Wakeling Memorial Competition and 
Dinner. Tickets $60. Email losbanosttt@gmail. 
com for more details. 

10 a.m. — 3 p.m. Week of the Young Child 
at Oliveria Park, 1115 Cardoza Rd., Los Banos. 
Free event, with food, games, community 
resources. Hosted by First 5 Merced County

6 p.m. Stephanie’s House dinner dance and 
casino night fundraiser at Dos Palos D.E.S. Hall 
1357 Elgin Ave., Dos Palos. Tickets $75 Call 
209-617-2821

April 7
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

Dos Palos Elementary preschool/TK/Kinder-
garten roundup for 2025/26 school year at 
2149 Almond St., Dos Palos. Child’s last name 
begins with A through G

12:30 — 1:30 p.m. Free presentation in Eng-
lish on understanding Alzheimer and demen-
tia at Los Banos Community Center, 645 7th 
St., Los Banos

1:45 — 2:45 p.m. Free presentation in Span-
ish on understanding Alzheimer and dementia 

at Los Banos Community Center, 645 7th St., 
Los Banos

April 8
8:30 — 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 — 2:30 p.m. 

Dos Palos Elementary preschool/TK/Kinder-
garten roundup for 2025/26 school year at 
2149 Almond St., Dos Palos. Child’s last name 
begins with H through M

9 a.m. — Noon Hiring Fair at Los Banos Fair-
grounds, 403 F St., Los Banos

April 9
8:30 — 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 — 2:30 p.m. 

Dos Palos Elementary preschool/TK/Kinder-
garten roundup for 2025/26 school year at 
2149 Almond St., Dos Palos. Child’s last name 
begins with N through R

9 a.m. — 2 p.m. Veteran Service Representa-
tive available to assist veterans at Los Banos 
Memorial Hall, 615 E St., Los Banos. Questions 
209-385-7588

April 10
8:30 — 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 — 2:30 p.m. 

Dos Palos Elementary preschool/TK/Kinder-
garten roundup for 2025/26 school year at 
2149 Almond St., Dos Palos. Child’s last name 
begins with S through Z

7 p.m. Los Banos Unified School District 
board meeting at Los Banos City Hall 520 J St., 
Los Banos

April 11
4:30 — 6:30 p.m. Knights of Columbus Dos 

Palos Council #3545 Clam Chowder Drive-
Thur. Tickets $15 Call 209-978-4460

April 12
10:30 a.m. Los Banos Parks and Recreation 

Easter Egg Hunt at Oliveria Park 1115 Cardoza 
Rd., Los Banos. 

5 p.m. A Night In Vegas 12 at Clinker Brick 
Estate in Firebaugh. Firebaugh FFA Boosters 
dinner and casino night. Call 209-752-9732.

April 16
6 p.m. Los Banos City Council meeting, 520 

J St., Los Banos
April 19
8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. Los Banos Chamber 

of Commerce Spring Street Faire, Downtown 
Los Banos on Sixth Street. Questions (209) 
826-2495

10 a.m.— 1 p.m. Autism Meet & Greet with 
local first responders at the Los Banos Fire Sta-
tion #1, 333 7th St., Los Banos. Event is for chil-
dren, teens and adults living with disabilities 
and their families to meet first responders and 
explore the equipment. 

To have your non-profit event listed in Whistle Stops send the date, time, 
location and type of event by email to events@thewestsideexpress.com at least 
two weeks prior to the event. Please, no PDFs or photos.

TODAYS ANSWERS

TODAY ’S PUZZLER

TODAY ’S SUDOKU
BY A. RENTNER

The Westside Express

The largest and most successful group of  
land plants alive today are the Angiosperms 
or those known as flowering plants. More 
than 80 percent of all living green plant spe-
cies are flowering plants. When one thinks of  
flowering plants, those like roses, orchids, col-
orful flowering garden plants, and maybe veg-
etables like squash and tomatoes likely come 
to mind. But did you know that most trees are 
flowering plants, as well?

Many trees have showy flowers that attract 
attention. Locals here in the San Joaquin Val-
ley are familiar with the spectacular display of  
almond trees flowering in February. However, 
some of our most majestic and iconic local 
trees like the native Valley oak and willow 
trees don’t put on spectacular flower displays 
in the spring like almonds and peach trees do. 
The reason they don’t is literally about the 
birds and the bees.

Flowers are the reproductive structures of  
flowering plants, and their sole purpose is to 
facilitate pollination or fertilization, so the 
plant can produce viable seed each year. That 
is how all flowering plants ensure the survival 
of their species. Viable seed depends on suc-
cessful pollination of the female portion of a 
flower. 

For many kinds of plants like almonds, 
peaches, pears and other fruit trees getting 
the pollen from the male part of the flower 
to the female part is the job of animals, birds 
and bees and even some mammals, like bats. 
About 86 percent of all flowering plants are 
pollinated by animals.

Attracting those critters in the spring is criti-
cal for a plant, and the flora of many species 
seem to know hummingbirds and honeybees 
love pretty flowers. Some animal pollinators 
are attracted by smell, which is why many 
flowers smell nice. Sorry, it’s not about us hu-
mans trying to perfume the sitting room for 
visitors with a bouquet of sweet peas.

But what about the mighty oak? Why 
doesn’t it push out flowers as magnificent as 
its stature? Is the willow weeping because it 
isn’t as flashy as the magnolia tree? Fortunate-
ly, there is no vanity in the botanical realm.

Oak trees have flowers, a tiny female pistil-
late that grows almost unnoticed above the 
base of leaves at the ends of branches. It is 

dark red and sits atop a small stalk called a 
peduncle. The Valley oak (Quercus lobata – 
our local native oak) is monecious meaning 
the female and male portions of the flower 
are located separately, but on the same tree. 
The male flowers (staminates) grow in clus-
ters called catkins, and it is from these clusters 
pollen is produced – a lot of pollen.

Oaks and willows don’t need showy flow-
ers because the trees don’t depend on the birds 
and bees for survival. All they need for pol-
lination to happen is a breeze at the right time 
of year, some sort of wind that can carry pol-
len from the staminate flowers to the pistillate 
flowers. Anyone who has ever spent time near 
an oak, willow or mulberry tree when pollina-
tion is happening can attest to the volume of  
pollen a single tree can put in the air.

Whether pollinated by a bee or by the wind 
probably has something to do with whether a 
tree produces blossoms before it makes leaves 
or the other way around. Not having leaves in 
front of a flower thereby blocking the view of  
a passing bee or butterfly surely is important. 
In the case of oak trees, leaves may block pol-
len from reaching the tiny female part of the 
flower, although some oak tree species seem 
to grow flowers and leaves almost simultane-
ously.

Everyone taking a walk down one of the 
many trails of the San Luis National Wildlife 
Refuge in early spring should stop at any oak 
they may pass to look for a tiny red flower at 
the end of a branch and, if  found, make a field 
note of its location. Keep track of it during the 
year to see if  an acorn develops. The Valley 
oak sports the largest acorns of any California 
native oak, nearly two inches in length.

The San Luis National Wildlife Refuge, 
Merced National Wildlife Refuge and the San 
Joaquin River National Wildlife Refuge com-
prise the San Luis National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex. Its headquarters and visitor center 
are located just north of Los Banos off High-
way 165 at 7376 South Wolfsen Road.

The refuges are open to visitors daily from 
one half-hour before sunrise to one half-hour 
after sunset. The visitor center is open Monday 
through Friday except federal holidays from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information, call 
the refuge visitor center at 209-826-3508, ext. 
127 or check out the upcoming events on the 
website at fws.gov/refuge/san-luis.

Wildlife Weekly
Despite the rumor, not all life is about the birds and bees
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