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Your Staycation Awaits...
Hotel Mission de Oro has transformed
into a breathtaking oasis, offering an
elegant retreat in a secluded
sanctuary. Capturing the essence of
Spanish Architecture, this mission-
style hotel is perfectly situated in the
heart of California. The ultimate
destination for travelers, locals,
meetings, and celebrations

Your Oasis Awaits!
162 luxury guest rooms
Restaurant and lounge
Outdoor pool and spa 
24 hr fitness center and cedarwood sauna 
Over 10 meeting & special event rooms 
California wine museum 
Hydroponic green house
Bocce ball, cornhole, horseshoes, & firepits
Tennis court & basketball court
Sunday brunch & live music

Discover

209-826-4444
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WESTHILL
Real Estate & Property Management

Offering only the best!

Whatever Your Real Estate Needs Are…
We’re Just A Phone Call Away

SERVING THE WESTSIDE  
FOR OVER 40 YEARS!

963 E. Pacheco Blvd | Los Banos
(209) 826-9000 
(209) 826-4139 FAX

2519 Blossom St | Dos Palos
(209) 392-2171 
(209) 392-2150 FAX

OWNER-BROKER

TONY MARTINEZ 
Broker 

(209) 769-2234 
DRE# 01137797

DOS PALOS OFFICE

LUANNE ANDERSON 
Realtor 

(209) 704-5548 
DRE# 00809851

GALE EDMONDSON 
Realtor 

(209) 587-2327 
DRE# 01791525

LOS BANOS OFFICE

WESTHILL REAL ESTATE 

EMAIL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AT: WESTHILLPM@GMAIL.COM

ANYSSA CAMPOS
Office Assistant 
(209) 826-9000

BRIANNA MARTINEZ
Property Manager 
(209) 769-4554 
DRE# 02104313 
Hablo Español

MAIRA ROMAN
Property  

Management

SALLY HURLEY
Realtor 

(209) 769-5200 
DRE# 01127709

IRMA C. SANACHEZ 
Realtor 

(209) 675-5895 
DRE# 02092831 
Hablo Español
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The roller coaster at the May Day Fair is always a crowd 
favorite. 

The Life In Los Banos 
magazine is an annual 
publication. For those 
interested in being included 
in the 2026 edition, please 
call Publisher, Gene Lieb at 
(209) 704-3831

PHOTO BY GENE LIEB/ glieb@TheWestsideExpress.com

On the cover: Los Banos Interim City 
Manager Gary Brizzee, left, and Los Banos 

Community and Economic Development 
Director Stacy Souza Elms celebrate during 
the ribbon cutting and dedication on April 
25, 2025 of the new city arch located near 

Sixth Street and Pacheco Boulevard in 
downtown Los Banos.
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By Michael S. Amabile

Mayor of Los Banos 
Welcome to Los Banos! These are exciting 

times for our city.
As Mayor of Los Banos, I have always believed that 

our city’s greatest strength is its people. 
That’s why, as we move forward, every 
goal and decision is guided by our 
commitment to public safety, fiscal 
responsibility, quality of life, and 
transparency.

Today, I’m proud to share the 
progress we’re making and the exciting 
plans underway to secure a brighter 
future for everyone who calls Los 

Banos home. Your city council is moving ahead with 
purpose, openness, and determination. 

Public Safety First. Our top priority will always be the 
safety of our residents. I’m proud to say we just added 
seven new police officers to our team, ensuring a greater 
presence in our neighborhoods and faster response 
times when you need us most. 

We’re also planning a new fire station on the west side 
of town. This facility will feature an Emergency Opera-
tions Center, Regional training Center and additional 
firefighters. This will strengthen emergency response 
across our growing community. These investments mean 
better, faster medical and emergency care for everyone 
in Los Banos. 

A stronger Los Banos
 Building safety, growth and 
community for the future

Fiscal Responsibility for a Healthy Future. Responsible 
stewardship of your tax dollars matters. This year, our city’s 
budget is balanced with a 10% surplus in the General Fund, 
and we are on track to build reserves to a healthy 30%. This 
financial discipline keeps Los Banos strong in uncertain times 
and has earned us an AAA credit rating that benefits future 
generations. 

Investing in Parks, Recreation, and Community Life. Los 
Banos is a wonderful place to raise a family, and we’re making it 
even better. We are planning new parks, new pickleball courts, 
and a splash pad for our youngest residents. Design work is un-
derway for a regional sports complex at Colorado Ball Park—a 
future hub for youth, families, and community events. 

Supporting Local Business and Smart Growth. We are 
making it easier for local contractors to compete for city proj-
ects by updating our bidding process and encouraging local 
participation. Public Works is preparing for a major citywide 
street repaving project, bringing overdue improvements you’ll 
notice every time you drive. 

We are also designing the Pioneer Corridor to improve 
traffic flow and safety, and remodeling the city annex to create 
a “one-stop shop” for permits and plan review making Los 
Banos more efficient and business-friendly. 

Affordable Housing and Economic Opportunity. We are 
working with developers to bring more affordable housing op-
tions to Los Banos, including apartments and condos. We are 
also focused on attracting good-paying jobs, so more of our 
residents can live and work right here in our community. 

Building Trust, Transparency, and Community. Engage-
ment Government works best when it listens and responds. 
We are committed to transparency, accountability, and build-
ing trust. I believe our citizens should be part of every major 
decision. Your voice truly matters in shaping Los Banos’ future. 

A Better Future—Together There is a real sense of pos-
sibility in Los Banos. Working together, there is nothing we 
can’t achieve. Whether it’s building safer streets, creating new 
places for recreation, or welcoming new jobs and businesses, 
our future is bright when we move forward as one community. 
Let’s continue to work together, involve every resident, and 
move Los Banos forward toward a safer, more prosperous, and 
united city for generations to come.

Los Banos Police Chief Ray Reyna, right, congratulates Julian 
Pacheco after he was sworn-in as Los Banos’ newest police officer 
June 11, 2025, with his wife, Yara, by his side. 
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By Javier Powell 

From the outskirts of newly built 
suburbs, you may be tempted 
to believe that Los Banos has 

a shallow history; however, located 
just at the southeast corner of Pacheco 
Park, the Milliken Museum serves as 
the refutation to that idea.

Ralph M. Milliken, the historian 
after whom the structure is named, 
chronicled the history of Los Banos as 
it happened. Even after his death on 
Oct. 27, 1971, the Milliken Museum of 
Los Banos has carried on his tradition. 

The Milliken Museum is an entirely 
community-funded 501(c) non-profit. 

The museum’s 3,500 sq/ft building is 
a single-story ‘C’ shape with its open-

ing to the west. The north end of their 
building has a mural facing Pacheco 
Boulevard painted by local artist Anne 
Whitehurst, depicting many scenes 
from Los Banos’ past. The museum 
has two entrances within the ‘C’, east 
and north, with an opening to the 
adjoined Scout building to the south.

From the second you enter the 
museum, you’re hit by the sight of 
artifacts, photos and even fossils 
lining the walls and in the middle of 
the rooms. You’re likely to meet Sally 
Arambel, Tim McNally, Mike Keys or 
even Museum Director Dan Nel-
son who will guide you to whatever 
you’re curious about and even give 
you a tour.

Starting from the north entrance, 

you can see fossils and a wide selec-
tion of Yokut artifacts, the native 
group that inhabited this part of the 
valley before the Spaniards came in. 

As you continue east and then 
southeast, you’ll be thrust into the first 
stages of settlers in the land. In just a 
few short steps, you’re into the very 
storied Henry Miller era. On display, 
you can see many artifacts, some re-
lated to Miller, his buggy, his cattle, a 
map of all his land and even the book 
he sat on to be taller when sitting.

The “Cattle King” as his nickname 
suggests, ruled a vast domain of cattle 
to feed the cities on the coast, with the 
headquarters of his Valley operation 
right here in Los Banos.

Undoubtedly, as evidenced by all 

Inside the Milliken Museum, one will be amazed by the vast amount of Los Banos history. Gene Lieb/The Express

Discover the rich history of  
Los Banos at the Milliken Museum
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the artifacts that relate to him, Miller 
played a pivotal role in the creation of 
Los Banos as a proper city. From him 
stem some of our oldest traditions, such 
as the May Day Fair. 

Continuing past Miller, you’ll see how 
the city, then a town, evolved. How the 
local Chamber of Commerce, led by 
James McClelland, created state route 
152. How Andrew Firebaugh built the 
first Pacheco Pass 
Road.

The construc-
tion of San Luis 
Dam boomed 
the town in the 
60s. Photos of its 
construction and 
commemoration 
by John F. Ken-
nedy can be found 
on the walls.

A wood pallet holds empty bottles 
from the “Los Banos Soda Works.” A 
stand holds the original Los Banos 
Marching Band uniforms. Uniforms 
and medals of Los Banos servicemen 
decorate one corner. With 
the great storytelling of the 
docents, even small artifacts 
are given their share in the 
limelight. 

By the time you reach the 
end of the current displays, 
you can’t help but feel like 
there is so much more to 
discover, and there is. Down 
the southeast hallway, past 
the old typewriters and boat 
models, you’ll find the ar-
chive room. This room is the 

answer to every question you may have. 
Here with curator supervision, you have 
access to boxes of information, posters, 
newspapers, maps and artifacts to care-
fully search through. 

Here is the gem of the museum, 
Milliken’s vast writings and photo col-
lections. They have been digitized for 
viewing on their computer too. With 
just a keystroke you can read the oral 

interviews of the first 
pioneers.

If books are more 
your style, the Mu-
seum has aided in the 
creation of multiple 
books about local his-
tory. They can be 
bought from the north 
entrance counter and 
cover Henry Miller, the 

Pacheco Pass, and even the vibrant bird-
hunting tradition of Los Banos. 

The museum is open from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. every day except Mondays, 
and you may often find yourself run-
ning through those hours from start 

to finish. You can schedule days with 
Director Nelson to have more hours to 
satisfy your curiosity. 

As you may notice on your visit, the 
museum makes the most of its small 
space. It’s a cozy layout that is filled to 
near capacity. 

There is an effort underway to build 
a larger museum to better showcase the 
colorful story that made Los Banos. The 
plan is to build a new museum at the 
corner of H and 7th Street. Already the 
museum society has an architectural 
design for the future two-story building. 
The Museum will inhabit one floor of 
the building, which at 10,000 square feet 
will triple the current museum. 

As described by Los Banos Commu-
nity and Economic Development Direc-
tor Stacy Elms, the Milliken Museum is 
a “hidden gem.” Many who’ve found the 
museum echo the same sentiment.

The Milliken Museum Society that 
administrates the museum is a non-
profit organization and

relies entirely on volunteers, member-
ship support and donations. To contact 
the museum call, 209-826-5505 or email 
at millikenmuseum@att.net

More than a 
museum — 
it’s memory 
preserved.

The Milliken Museum is located in the back of Pacheco 
Park near Loftin Stadium in Los Banos. 

One area of the museum is devoted to the 
history of music in Los Banos. 

Bottles from 
the Los Banos 
Soda Works are 
on display. 
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                  By Javier Powell

The Los Banos government 
serves its over 48,000 citizens 
through many commissions, 

departments and a city council.
The city’s current form has evolved 

from 1907, 117 years ago, when it was 
incorporated to build a sewer system. 
It has become a multifaceted machine 
to attain its goal of serving the people 
as best it can.

At the top of the structure is Mayor Michael Amabile, 
who presides over a city council consisting of District 2’s 
Evan Sanders, District 3’s Marcus Chavez and District 4’s 
Deborah Lewis.

Following a resignation, the District 1 spot is vacant and 
will be filled in a special election on Aug. 26.

These elected officials are voted in for each of their re-
spective districts. District 1 covers the north side of the city.

District 2 covers the east side, and District 3 covers the 
central and south sides. District 4 represents the west side 
of the city. Everyone elects the mayor.

With meetings held on the first and third Wednesdays of 

Get to know the city government, 
its officials, commissions, 
committees, departments

every month, the council governs the 
top level of the city. Its meetings are 
held at the city hall, located at 520 J 
St., and start at 6 p.m.

The council delegates its power 
to the following commissions: the 
planning commission, the airport 

advisory commission, the traffic safety commission, the parks and 
recreation commission and the tree commission.

Additionally, the committees oversee the funding from Measure 
P and Measure H. These commissions and committees manage 
their respective namesakes so the council can focus on other is-
sues.

Below the council is Interim City Manager Gary Brizzee. 
Brizzee, a former police chief, acts as the city’s “CEO” and has 
many duties in running day-to-day operations and managing the 
city’s departments.

He is also the head of the administration department, which 
includes City Clerk Lucy Mallonee, City Attorney William A. 
Vaughn and City Treasurer Lucy Lawrence.

Non-emergency departments within the 
city are the finance department, headed by 
Minnie Moreno, the building department, 
and the community and economic develop-
ment department, run by Stacy Elms.

The non-emergency departments also 
include the human resources department, run 
by Lucy Mallonee, the parks and recreation 
department, headed by Director Joe Heim, 
who is also the interim public works director 

with the resignation of Charles Bergson.
Fire Chief Paul Tualla runs the fire department. Tualla com-

mands two fire stations within the city.
Los Banos Fire Department Station 1—and the headquarters 

of the fire department—is at 333 Seventh St. with an unmissable 
communications tower and training building. Los Banos Fire 
Department Station 2 is located at 1150 West I St.

The last department of the city government is the police depart-
ment. The new police chief, Ray Reyna, runs it.

In addition to acquiring a new chief, the police department re-
cently built a state-of-the-art building at 1111 G St. Reyna oversees 
a force of 48 officers, some of whom make up code enforcement, 
which enforces the municipal code adopted by the city council.

A multifaceted 
machine built to 

serve all.

Members of the Los 
Banos City Council 
include, from left, Evan 
Sanders, Mayor Michael 
Amabile, Deborah Lewis 
and Marcus Chavez. 
Photo by Don Hughes
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Michelle Sandoval
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LOS BANOS CHANBER OF COMMERCE

People often ask, “What does a chamber 
of commerce do?” and “What’s in it for 
me?” Well, I’m glad you asked.

The Los Banos Chamber of Commerce is a 
business network. We are comprised of local 
businesses whose goal is to further the inter-
ests and well-being of businesses. The chamber 
advocates for the business community.

Most communities have a chamber of com-
merce. The goal of any chamber, including our 
own, is to help further the interests of small 
businesses in our area.

The Los Banos Chamber of Commerce 
offers a variety of different services. For our 
members, we offer an assortment of workforce 
help, such as labor law updates, networking 
and resources for businesses needing help in 
areas like human resources, payroll, bookkeep-
ing and advertising.

We also offer various options for business 
networking and promotional advertising. We 
refer our business members to anyone inquir-
ing about a business they are interested in.

Additionally, our events contribute to our 
members by allowing them to help promote 
their business by sponsoring an event or set-
ting up a vendor booth to meet the commu-
nity one-on-one. Every service the chamber 
offers is for the community’s betterment.

Business owners who join the chamber pay 
a nominal membership fee. Primarily, this is 
the chamber’s source of revenue to maintain 
operations and maintenance.

Anyone who desires to join the cham-
ber as a member must pay the necessary 

 Chamber 
of Commerce 
does a lot 
for local 
community

Parents with their children take part in the annual Halloween Trunk or 
Treat event in downtown Los Banos. Gene Lieb/The Express

Students from Dance Explosion 
dance studio perform a routine from 
the movie Polar Express for the  
Christmas  
Parade judges  
at Sixth and  
J streets in  
downtown  
Los Banos.

The Spring Street Faire in April is enjoyed by many who come and roam up 
and down Sixth Steet and visit with all of the vendors.
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fees. We have various membership packages, including 
employee count, nonprofit status and non-business resi-
dential associate.

The Los Banos Chamber of Commerce offers members 
an in-person network of talent and resources in your area. 
It gives business members the power of a united voice for 
the small business community. Most of all, it brings you op-
portunities to learn, grow and connect as a business owner 
and community member.

The Los Banos Chamber of Commerce is 
responsible for improving the local business 
environment and strengthening communities 
through advocacy, networking and cam-
paigning.

In doing so, we create an easy line of com-
munication for business owners to connect 
with governing bodies.

Currently, the Los Banos Chamber of 
Commerce hosts at least six main events 
throughout the year, and we are constantly gathering com-
mittees to add more events to our lineup.

These events are jam-packed with arts and crafts vendors, 
music, food and live entertainment for the whole family.

These events provide quality-of-life entertainment to the 
residents of Los Banos and make Los Banos a pleasant town 
to visit. When the chamber hosts an event in town, typically 
downtown on Sixth Street, we have vendors and people 
from the communities near and far come to visit.

These events give visibility, advertisement and name rec-
ognition and promote our chamber members’ business.

Our local economy also benefits from our quality-of-life 
events when residents stay in town and shop at local stores. 
When residents shop local, 68% of that currency stays in 
our community and with that, we all win.

This year will also be eventful. Starting with the Down-
town Spring Street Faire in April 2025 will include Mother’s 
Day in the Park in May, the Los Banos Tomato Festival and 
Trunk or Treat Halloween Movie Night in October, the 

Downtown Fall Street Faire in September, and the annual 
Christmas Parade in December to cap off the year.

Applications for these events are on our website, losba-
nos.com, or at the chamber office.

Anyone interested in more information about becoming 
a chamber member, volunteering or sponsoring an event 
may contact the chamber office by emailing LBCOFC@
comcast.net, calling the office at 209-826-2495 or coming 

downtown to our office at 932 Sixth St. 
in Los Banos.

Finally, keep this in mind: the Los 
Banos Chamber of Commerce is your 
three-C chamber—it’s a catalyst for busi-
ness growth and expansion, a connector 
of people, ideas and resources, and a 
champion of a strong community!

The chamber executive director is 
Michelle Sandoval, under the direction 
of the board of directors.

According to the chamber’s mission statement, “We 
encourage, promote and support business and industrial 
growth and retention, provide a program of action that 
meets the needs and challenges of the community, and 
promote the quality of life that Los Banos offers.”

We’re all 
about that 

local dough!

CHRISTINE KINSLEY
Realtor® since 2001
Trust and Probate Specialist

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
Drysdale Properties

1209 Sixth St., Unit B
Los Banos, CA 93635

C: 209.631.4049
christine.kinsley@yahoo.com
CAL BRE# 01306231

       A member of the franchise
system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

1%
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24/7 SERVICE
YOU CAN COUNT ON

At All American there is never an 
overtime charge on repairs. We offer 
straight-forward options to fit every 

need and budget along with a  
written 100% Guarantees.

24 HOUR CUSTOMER SERVICE
Call any time and speak to a Customer 

Service Representative, never an 
answering service. We care about 
serving you, your family and your 

home by providing you with a 5 star 
experience and 5 star service  

from professionals.

CHARACTER, HONOR, 
INTEGRITY, AND TRUST 

We believed that to be a caring and 
responsible service company you 

need to be there when the client needs 
you, not just when it’s convenient. All 
American is a Vets First Verified Vet 

Owned Small Company.

$129 OFF
YOUR NEW WATER HEATER

Save $129 with this coupon off the
standard upfront price of your new 

water heater when All American 
provides and installs your new 

self cleaning water heater, 6-year 
complete warranty available.

*No other discounts, special or
club membership savings apply.

$98
A/C Tune Up Special
To perform 21 point A/C 

maintenance and inspection, 
includes standard filter replacement. 

Enjoy Comfort, Utility Savings & 
Peace of Mind with Our Exclusive 
No Breakdown Guarantee for the 

season. Call Us For Details.

$50 OFF
ON YOUR NEXT REPAIR

Present this coupon to  
save $50  

on your next repair with   
All American Plumbing Heating & Air.

Check out our reviews at AllAmericanpha.com

209-509-4890 
AllAmericanpha.com

In the Service of Excellence

The All American Difference

See what we’re doing at www.LBRotary.com

Los Banos

Club

The Los Banos Club is always looking for people 
to join us who want to make a difference in 
our community, our country and our world! 

Rotary is international!  
Check it out at www.Rotary.org.

To learn more about Rotary or  
if you’re interested in joining, 

call Rotary President, Tanya Price 
209-509-3296
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Downtown Association working  
to create a vibrant downtown
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By Maribel Garcia
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LOS BANOS DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION 

The Los Banos Downtown Association has 
been serving downtown Los Banos, Cali-
fornia since 2019 when it was established 

as an association for business owners to gather 
and collaborate, focusing their efforts on creating a 
vibrant place to shop, dine, work and play, where the 
downtown is showcased as a destination that brings 
people together and lends economic opportunity for 
businesses, enabling them to establish new customer 
connections.

 In addition to serving as a resource to local busi-
nesses, we host several community events throughout 
the year that have become central to the culture of 
our community.

 Downtown Los Banos offers the historic business 
environment of yesterday, while catering to modern 
needs. The tree-lined streets, outdoor music, wall 
murals of old Los Banos, inviting storefronts, and 
historic façades harmoniously lend to the unique 
downtown Los Banos experience while community 
members and visitors stroll through the downtown, 
visiting the offerings found here – some of which that 
have been serving this community for generations

Recenlty the Los Banos Downtown Association 
had a successful renewal of the Property and Business 
Improvement District (PBID) for another 10 years. 
This long-term renewal represents a major step for-
ward for the revitalization and growth of downtown 
Los Banos. With this funding secured, downtown 
stakeholders can look forward to continued enhance-
ments to the heart of our city—creating a more 
vibrant, clean, and safe environment for all.

The PBID, which is supported by local property 
and business owners, plays a vital role in funding 
key services such as street maintenance, public safety 
enhancements, beautification projects, and busi-
ness development initiatives. These improvements 
not only elevate the appearance and functionality 
of our historic downtown district but also stimulate 
economic activity, drawing in both residents and 
visitors alike.

While the PBID lays the foundation for infrastruc-
ture and maintenance, it is the spirit of community 

In October the Los Banos Downtown Association will present an outdoor 
Mariachi Festival. 

support that fuels the energy and 
culture of downtown Los Banos. 
Through creative fundraising efforts 
and volunteer-driven programs, the 
Los Banos Downtown Association 
brings life to the city through a series 
of events designed to celebrate local 
heritage, support small businesses, 
and foster community pride.

Here’s a look at what’s in store 
for 2025:
Farmers Market 
Every Friday evening from May 
through October, the downtown 
district comes alive with the sights 
and sounds of the Farmers Market. 
Visitors can enjoy farm-fresh 
produce, handmade goods, and 
delicious eats from local vendors—
plus live entertainment that captures 
the spirit of Los Banos’ vibrant 
culture.
4th of July Celebration &  
Fireworks Show 
Nothing says summer like our 
annual Independence Day 
celebration! This event features live 
music, carnival rides, food vendors, 
and a breathtaking fireworks show 
that lights up the night sky—

bringing together families from 
across the region.
Farm to Table Dinner – September 
This elegant outdoor event 
highlights Los Banos’ rich 
agricultural roots and honors one 
exceptional individual as Farmer 
of the Year. Guests gather for an 
unforgettable evening featuring 
locally sourced cuisine, fine wine, 
and heartfelt storytelling—all set 
against the charming backdrop of 
downtown.
Mariachi Festival – October 
Back by popular demand, the 
Mariachi Festival celebrates music, 
tradition, and community. Live 
mariachi bands, folklórico dancers, 
delicious food, and family-friendly 
fun take center stage at this 
culturally rich celebration.
Christmas Celebration – December 
Downtown transforms into a winter 
wonderland during the holiday 
season. With beautifully decorated 
storefronts, sparkling lights, and 
festive activities, our Christmas 
Celebration brings joy to families 
with free photos with Santa, holiday 
treats, and themed performances.
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NANCY BALATTI SOARES
DRE#01460213 

PH. 209.704.0234

BLANCA DURAN
DRE# 02031934 

PH. 209.675.0649

SALLY CARLUCCI
DRE#01431806  

PH. 209.704.0400

CHRISTINE KINSLEY
DRE#01306231 

PH. 209.631.4049

SUZANNE COLE 
DRE#01959620 

PH. 209.704.4605

NYOMI CHAVEZ
DRE#01815193 

PH. 209.261.4396

ELIZABETH MORENO 
DRE#01897266 

PH. 209.628.7471

ANGIE MENDOZA 
DRE#02081926  

PH. 209.752.0998

SEAN KINSLEY
DRE#02048754  

PH. 209.704.2415

SHUYUE MARTINEZ 
DRE#02118048  

PH. 209.509.8043

CECELIA HERNANDEZ 
DRE#02179140  

PH. 408.838.0923

JORGE HERNANDEZ 
DRE#01705386 

PH. 805.512.3787
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ADA SANDOVAL
DRE#02153129  

PH. 559.417.1445

ITZEL FRANCO
DRE#02066227  

PH. 209.675.6970

1209 6th Street Ste, B. Los Banos, CA 93635 
Office 209-826-4278 | www.bhhsdrysdale.com
Se Habla Español

LLC. BRE# 01499008 ©2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. Real Estate Brokerage Services are offered through the network member franchisees of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Most franchisees are 
independently owned and operated. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, 
Inc.® Information not verified or guaranteed. If your property is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal Housing Opportunity.

PATRICIA TAYLOR 
DRE#01436773  

PH. 650.335.5655
DRE#02164421 

PH. 408.499.4952

PREET GILLION

BETZAIDA MENDOZA
DRE#02237719

PH. 209-829.9941

CORINNE REYES
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AMY FANNON
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ATO
R

DRE#02096234
PH. 209.628.4935

JANETH MIRANDA
DRE#02242417

PH. 510.566.9365

VICTOR MORENO
DRE#02246622

PH. 510.461.9044

ADRIANNA DISCUA

@MercedCOEwww.mcoe.org

EDUCATIONYour partner in

MCOE supports Excellence throughout 
the County and highlights this year’s

Academic Pentathlon winner 

Grasslands Elementary!
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By Kirsten Arieias
WRITER OF KIDS, COWS AND CROPS

Growing up in an agricultural community, 
living in a closely knit farming family 
and after experiencing profound losses, I 

value more than ever “the things we hold onto.”
When you lose your first parent, my father in 

my case, it is such a difficult loss, but you still 
have one parent.

And then you lose that second parent; that is a 
game changer.  All of a sudden, the stuff matters: 
that noisy windchime, that salad bowl, pictures, 
and even an ice cream scoop. You no longer 
have the people that owned them, you just have 
the “stuff,” small things that take on a new value 
because of the memory they bring back.

I think that is how the “old timers” feel about 
our community. We keep losing those people that 
were important to us and a part of our communi-
ty. And then come the changes to our community 
itself, too many to mention, but the “stuff ” holds 
a special place in our hearts, and the only tie we 
have to our past.  

The “stuff ” of our rich Los Banos history, 
including so much of our agricultural history,’ is 
in a place called the Milliken Museum, located in 
Pacheco Park.  

I found it interesting to discover that Ralph 
Milliken, for which our Los Banos Milliken 
Museum was named, was a farmer.  That should 
surprise no one, as back then so many of our 
residents were farmers. 

Milliken was also a mail carrier and, fortunate-
ly for the town of Los Banos, a museum collector 
and curator. He collected the Things We Hold 
Onto for a community which was no small task.

The history of life In Los Banos would not 
exist had it not been for Milliken who started the 
museum, or for people like Dan Nelson and the 
Milliken Museum Society, who keep it alive and 
running today.

The Things We Hold Onto can be found in that 
museum…a rich history of farming, including the 

For a farming family especially, 
‘The Things We Hold Onto’ 

are important

famous rancher, Henry Miller. It’s 
also place where memories of foot-
ball and families can be relived.

In this museum, lives our his-
tory, carefully preserved, and the 
memories carefully document the 
people that shaped the community 
we live in today.  The Things We 
Hold Onto as a community are 
treasured, displayed and forever 
available because of a place called 

the Milliken Museum.
The museum is open to the 

public from 1-4 p.m. daily, Tues-
day through Sunday in Pacheco 
Park.   If you would like to explore 
the museum online you can go 
to: http://www.ourlosbanos.com/
millikenmuseum.html. The mu-
seum is also a 501(c3) non-profit 
organization, if you are looking to 
donate.

A family treasured 
wind chime that is 
worth holding onto.
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You Can CHANGE A

Child’s Story
A CASA volunteer advocates for children who through no fault of their own are in foster care.
The foster care system and dependency court are rough to navigate, especially for children.
These children have been abandoned, abused and neglected; the people 
that should love and care for them are unable to do so. The child’s life 
has been turned upside down. Foster children frequently move homes 
and schools, their Social Workers change, but their Advocate is the 
one consistent person in their life - and the Advocate is a volunteer!

Cynthia, Advocate
I do it for
the kids!

Helena, Advocate

I would highly encourage 
people to become a

 CASA volunteer.For more information
on how you can help, call

209-722-2272
visit our website www.mercedcasa.org

 or scan the QR codes below
What is a CASA? How to donate

Your property is my priority. 

Experience has its rewards!

Not intended as a solicitation of other brokers' clients.

DRE#01440253

Bonny Howell
REALTOR®

Are you thinking about 
buying or selling in 2025? 

Call Bonny for your 
complimentary Market Analysis!

408-605-9557
howellbonny@yahoo.com

Help Bonny collect food for the Los Bans Rotary Club's Feed
The Need Program to help feed elementary students in Los Banos.

Please drop off non-perishable food to 907 Sixth St., Los Banos.
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BY DR. MARK MARSHALL
SUPERINTENDENT, LBUSD

(Editor’s note: This is an unusual article for Life in Los 
Banos, but it’s timely. As Life in Los Banos goes to press, 
the Los Banos Unified School Districts bids farewell to its 
superintendent, who has written this perspective on the 
district.)

My contribution to this issue of Life in Los Banos is 
bittersweet. It coincides with my departure from this great 
city and the Los Banos Unified School District (LBUSD).

While I had originally contemplated retiring next school 
year, after thoughtful consideration and reflection, I have 
accepted a position with another school district that will 

allow me to continue growing as an 
educational leader while applying the 
valuable lessons learned during my time 
in LBUSD and the City of Los Banos.

While I look forward to this new 
chapter, I am filled with gratitude for the 
extraordinary experiences we’ve shared. 
Serving as your superintendent has been 
one of the greatest honors of my profes-
sional career.

Over the past eight years, we have navigated challenges, 
celebrated achievements, and consistently prioritized the 
educational needs of our students. I am immensely proud 
of what we have accomplished as a community.

Together, we have achieved remarkable progress that fills 
me with pride. We have elevated our district’s academic 

Los Banos Unified School District 
has accomplished much  
in the past eight years

performance metrics across 
all grade levels and success-
fully implemented innovative 
curriculum and instructional 
strategies that have enriched 
our students’ educational 
experiences.

We facilitated the second 
California Distinguished 
School in district history, a 
two-time US News and World 
Report-Best Elementary 
Schools recipient, and an inau-
gural Dual Language Immer-
sion Academy. 

Our partnerships with local 
businesses and community 
organizations have flourished, 
creating valuable opportu-
nities for our students and 
strengthening the fabric of 
our community. Perhaps most 
gratifying has been witnessing 
the tremendous growth in par-
ent and community engage-
ment in our schools, creating 
a true educational partnership 
that benefits every student.

I am confident that with the 
implementation of the $21-mil-
lion Community Schools grant 
that we received last year, our 
partnerships with the commu-
nity and families will be taken 
to further heights.

I am particularly proud of 
how we’ve transformed our 
facilities into more vibrant and 
conducive learning environ-
ments where students can 
thrive.

Since the passage of Mea-
sure X, a local bond measure 
designed to improve LBUSD’s 
school facilities, Grasslands 

Elementary has been con-
structed; a science wing has 
been added at Pacheco High 
School; Loftin Stadium is un-
dergoing complete renovation; 
classrooms have been added at 
Volta Elementary and San Luis 
High School; an Early Educa-
tion Complex is presently 
being constructed; and Los 
Banos High School and Volta 
Elementary are undergoing 
modifications.

These accomplishments 
were only possible because of 
the dedication and hard work 
of our exceptional teachers, 
staff, administrators, board 
members, students, parents 
and community partners. Your 
commitment to educational 
excellence has been inspiring, 
and I will carry the lessons I’ve 
learned from you throughout 
my career.

The Board of Education will 
soon communicate the plan 
for leadership transition. I 
leave with complete confidence 
that Los Banos Unified School 
District is poised for even 
greater achievements in the 
years ahead.

The true strength of this 
remarkable district has always 
been its people, the passion-
ate educators, dedicated staff, 
engaged parents, supportive 
community members and, of 
course, our inspiring students. 
This powerful community will 
continue to thrive and reach 
new heights of educational 
excellence. Thank you, Los 
Banos!

Dr. Mark Marshall stands next to Dr. Dan Sutton as he cuts 
the ribbon May 10, 2024 during a ceremony celebrating the 
construction of the new science wing at Pacheco High School. 

Dr. Mark Marshall
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More Than Groceries—A Sense of Security
For many older adults, Brown Bag days mean peace of mind. Reliable food support
allows them to stretch their limited income—covering medications, rent, and other
essentials without sacrificing their health.

📦Who It's For:
Merced and Mariposa County residents 55+
Income at or under $2,100/month
Bring ID, proof of income, and proof of residency to register at your pickup site.

📍Distribution Times & Locations
       2nd & 4th Thursdays • 9:00–11:00 AM

Los Banos – New Beginnings Church, 821 W L St
Dos Palos – Carver Center, 21475 Reynolds Ave
Dos Palos – Living Well Café, 931 Center St

💔 Why It Matters:
27,500+ seniors in Merced County live near or below the poverty line
Many live on less than $1,756/month
This year, government cutbacks mean more seniors in need - and less funding to
support them.

      How You Can Help:
It takes just $60 to sponsor one senior for a year.
Each bag is a reminder that someone cares—and that they are not alone.

Make a difference today.
Support the Senior Brown Bag Program at www.mmcfb.org.

Senior Brown Bag ProgramSenior Brown Bag Program
Helping seniors stretch their grocery budgets with supplemental groceries
twice a month.

Judge for yourself

Peninsula Clean Energy (PCE) is a local, not-for-profit public agency that has been serving Los Banos 
since 2022. Being a Peninsula Clean Energy customer means you get cheaper, cleaner electricity—
all while reinvesting in your community.

Ever wonder why both Peninsula Clean Energy and PG&E appear on your electricity bill? PG&E owns 
and maintains the power lines that deliver electricity to your home, while Peninsula Clean Energy 
generates the electricity you actually use.

We provide cleaner, renewable electricity at lower rates than PG&E’s standard electricity. In fact, our 
electric generation charge includes a minimum 5% discount compared to what you would pay PG&E. 
With this discount, Los Banos residents have saved over $2.9 million since 2022. �at means 
you’re saving money while doing good for your family, your community, and the environment.

PCE PG&E YOU

Why it’s good to be a PCE customer

For a home using 389 kWh/mo.

PCE Generation Charge

$47.83
Surcharge

$4.73
PG&E Delivery Charge

$108.58

Average Monthly Cost with 
Peninsula Clean Energy

Total Cost

$161.14

ECOplus
For a home using 389 kWh/mo.

PG&E Generation Charge

$68.62
Surcharge

$(10.21)
PG&E Delivery Charge

$108.58

Average Monthly Cost
with PG&E

Total Cost

$166.98

PG&E

Questions? Call us at 1-866-966-0110 or email us at info@PenCleanEnergy.com

Lower rate plus more 
renewable energy
than PG&E
Pay less and get clean energy. 
With our default ECOplus rate, 
your electricity cost is lower 
than if you were on a PG&E rate.

Plus, it’s 100% clean.
�at's a win-win.

PenCleanEnergy.com/Rates

Learn more and 
compare our 
rates vs. PG&E.
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Children scramble around Oliveria Park in Los Banos gathering 
eggs during the city’s annual Easter Egg hunt.
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By Joe Heim
LOS BANOS PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR

Los Banos is at the heart of California, and its roots are 
in its family-oriented community and large outdoor 
spaces.

To support its growing community, the City of Los Banos 
Parks and Recreation Department provides over 260 acres 
of public landscape, including over 40 parks and over 13,000 
public trees.

38 playgrounds, 16 basketball courts, 14 shaded picnic 
areas, six horseshoe pits, a skate park, three volleyball courts, 
two bocce ball courts and a dog park highlight the city’s offer-
ings.

In the past year, reinvestment in the parks system has been 
at the center of the city’s growth. The Parks and Recreation 
Department’s premier facility, the Los Banos Community 
Center, has completed vast improvements including solar 
panel carport construction, interior and exterior LED light 
conversion, digital sign replacement, exterior building paint-
ing, perimeter fence construction and the addition of Wi-Fi 
and cameras to the facility.

The city has also undertaken the largest investment in its 
ballfields since their construction, including complete field 
rehabilitation of six fields at Officer Noah Jones Ballpark and 
AG Sports Complex.

AG Sports Complex will also host one of the city’s most 
popular offerings following the construction of the city’s first 
nine pickleball courts set to open in summer 2025.

Replacement of playgrounds throughout the city has also 
been a priority and includes ten brand new playgrounds, 
including its first two inclusive playgrounds and its first two 
hillside slides. In appreciation of a $445,000 grant from First 5 
of Merced County, the city was able to install 10 shade struc-
tures over playgrounds across the city.

Sunrise Ranch is the city’s latest park and is expected to 
host a Grand Opening ceremony in summer 2025. The park 
includes a shaded picnic area, a basketball court, exercise 
equipment, a hillside slide and cornhole.

Volunteer days are at the heart of the community, where the 
Parks and Recreation Department hosts regular opportunities 
to paint basketball courts and plant trees.

The most popular activities are the city’s wide array of an-
nual events, including the Egg Hunt held each April at Oliveira 
Park, Movie Nights in the Park during the summer, Arbor Day 

Reinvestment in Parks and 
Recreation highlights city’s growth

each March and a spooky 
night at the park in October’s 
Halloween Fest.

In September, local senior 
citizens are invited to the an-
nual Salute to Seniors event. 
Salute to Seniors has become 
the premier senior event in 
the area, and each year it 
chooses a new theme. This 
year’s theme is “Under the 
Sea,” where our appreciation 
for our seniors takes a deep 
dive!

Near the end of the year, 
residents and visitors are 
invited to a special Break-
fast with Santa event at the 
Community Center, where 
attendees enjoy a pancake 
breakfast, crafts and fun 
games including home-made 
mini golf.

Sports leagues are also 
offered throughout the 
year. The city’s Jr. Warriors 
Youth Basketball League has 
been rapidly growing, while 
Summer Youth Volleyball 
has become one of the city’s 
staple programs.

The Community Center 
offers a beautiful Grand 
Room space for weddings 
and Quinceañeras. Two other 
recreation facilities, Col-
lege Greens and the historic 
Miller and Lux Building, 
offer additional meeting and 
event space.

Los Banos is famous for its 
natural wildlife, surrounding 
wetlands and its agricultural 
base. As the city has grown as 
a family-based community, 
residents can enjoy big-city 
offerings while still living in 
intimate neighborhoods and 
enjoying hundreds of acres of 
public landscape.

The Los Banos Parks and 
Recreation Department is 
proud to be at the heart of of-
ferings for residents and visi-
tors of all ages. To visit Los 
Banos Parks and Recreation, 
visit us online at LosBanos.
org, on the Los Banos Parks 
and Recreation Facebook 
page or in person at the 
Community Center located 
at 645 7th Street.
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SUSAN “V” FAUSTINO
Producing Branch Manager | NMLS #269245
OFFICE: (209) 862-1717
CELL: (209) 678-2838  
sfaustino@mimutual.com

1300 Main Street, 
Newman, CA 95360

When it comes to home financing, experience matters. As a 
trusted and local Loan Officer, I'll guide you every step of the 
way. If you're considering buying, refinancing or tapping into 
your equity, I can help!

• Fast closings with in-house underwriting

• Conventional, FHA, VA, USDA (RD)

• Specialty options: DSCR, Bank Statement, ITIN, Jumbo, 

Reverse & Down Payment Assistance

• Home Equity and Cash-Out Refi options 

Let's connect!

CELL: (209) 678-2838  
sfaustino@mimutual.com

Newman, CA 95360

Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California Financing Law Lic #603I216. 
CFFL #6031216. For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. MiMutual Mortgage, NMLS #12901, 
principal licensed office is 911 Military Street, Port Huron, MI 48060 The content in this advertisement is for 
informational purposes only. This is not an offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. All loans must satisfy 
underwriting guidelines. Equal Housing Lender.

IN LOS BANOS AND BEYOND, 
I CAN HELP WITH ALL YOUR 
MORTGAGE NEEDS!

SCAN HERE 
TO GET 
STARTED! 

Voted #1 Best of the Westside 2023 & 2024 for mortgage services!

On-Call Surgeon: (209) 710-8695
For all general and orthopedic surgery consults, call surgeon on-call above.

GENERAL AND ORTHO SURGERY CLINIC  
807 Illinois Avenue  

Los Banos, CA 93635

Peter Wong, MD  
General Surgery

Walker Wynkoop, MD
Orthopedic Surgery

Abhijit Shaligram, MD
General Surgery and 

Gastroenterology

Dipal Chatterjee, MD 
Orthopedic Surgery

Pedro Ramirez, MD 
General Surgery

P: (209) 710-8695
F: (888) 308-5480

E: clinic.los-banos@samgi.com

RICHARD MARTORELLO
TAXES AND BOOKKEEPING SERVICES
1321 PARADISE LANE LOS BANOS, CALIFORNIA 93635

martorellobookkeeping@mail.com

(209) 826-4991

Introducing 
Crinklaw Fine Art Garden 

Studio + Gallery 
By Appointment 
209-573-3523 

Katherine@crinklawfineart.com 
crinklawfineart.com 
Newman, CA 95360
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Discover Downtown Los Banos 
Brought to you by the Los Banos Downtown Association (LBDA)

Stay Connected: 
Visit us at www.downtownlosbanos.com 

Follow us on social media 

Los Banos Downtown Association 
Building community, one event at a time.

The heart of our city beats in downtown Los Banos — 
where community, culture, and commerce come together.

Support local businesses and promote economic growth 
Organize popular community events and festivals 

Beautify and maintain our historic downtown district 
Advocate for a safe, vibrant, and welcoming environment

Whether you’re a business owner, resident, or visitor, 
the LBDA invites you to experience all that  

downtown Los Banos has to offer.

What We Do:

Join Us!

Ingomar Packing Company strives to be global ly recognized
as the premium suppl ier of industrial  tomato products while 

consistent ly demonstrat ing our commitment to our
employees, our customers and community.

Come grow with us:
Accepting Seasonal applications

9950 Ingomar Grade Road Los Banos, 93635
www.Ingomarpacking.com
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FRIENDSFRIENDS
OF THE LOS BANOS
LIBRARY

HOW YOU CAN HELP
· Become a member- join us in our mission to support the library.
• Donate-contributions support library programs and materials.
• Volunteer- help with fundraising events.
Follow us on social media and visit our website for the 

latest updates, events, and ways to get involved!

friendsofthelblibrary

friendsofthelblibrary

friendsofthelosbanoslibrary.org

The Friends of the Los Banos Library loves 
sharing what’s happening at the Library!
Here are some upcoming activities:
Wednesdays 10:30am - Sensory Play Group
Thursdays 10:30am - TinyTales Story Time & Craft
Fridays 10:30am - Spanish Bilingual StoryTime & Craft

Visit the Los Banos Library! 
1312 S. 7th st (near Pacheco park) Los Banos, CA 93635
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By Sandy Lemas and Ashlee Williams
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

The Los Banos Arts Council (LBAC) continues to be 
the heart and focal point for the cultural activi-
ties in the Los Banos community. Their mission is 

to support, encourage and promote the arts, cultural and 
educational activities in Los Banos and to benefit charitable 
and non-profit activities, including service club activities 
and fundraisers in the community.

A major goal is to bring affordable 
Arts and Culture to the Los Banos 
community. The group is very commu-
nity-minded, devoted and dedicated to 
bringing the arts alive for the commu-
nity residents to enjoy.

Throughout the years, the Arts 
Council has worked tirelessly on sup-
porting and organizing music concerts 
and other entertainment acts, art and 
photography shows, exhibitions, the-
ater, youth programs and other activities that showcase the 
many talents and creative minds in the Los Banos area.

The arts council emphasizes the importance and desire 
to work as a bridge for art and culture through Los Banos 
Unified School District (LBUSD), Merced College, the City 
of Los Banos and other companies and nonprofit organiza-
tions.

Los Banos Hearts for the Arts
The Los Banos Arts Center was formerly home to St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church. The historic church was built in 1922, and the 
building was overseen by Father J.Lo Daumus. After the new 
Catholic church was finished on Center Street next to the estab-
lished parochial school, the old church was slated to be torn down 
and sold.

In 1994, a group of visionary and generous Los Banos residents 
came to the rescue and were able to purchase and save the building 
for the benefit of the community.

The LBAC primarily promotes or supports events out of the Ted 
Falasco Arts Center at 1105 Fifth Street in Los Banos. The name 
was changed from the Los Banos Arts Center to honor the group’s 
primary benefactor, local philanthropist and successful business 
owner Ted Falasco, following his passing.

There are 3 other buildings connected to the Arts Council. The 
annex is located at 1125 Fifth Street, with the Mel Soares Arts 
Studios next door at 1143 Fifth Street.

The studios are at the house where the nuns resided and are 
fondly remembered by some as the “nunnery.” It has now turned 
into a “funnery,” where residents can attend “funshops” for stained 
glass, quilting, crocheting, painting, papermaking, Eco printing, 
marbling, bookbinding and so much more.

The fourth location is the Robert Huddleston Crafts Studio, 
located at 510 I Street, for ceramics and pottery. Classes can be 
added based on local talents and skills of creators and artists that 
become available to share with others. Classes are held year-round, 
and the arts council is always looking for artists willing to partner 
with them for additional classes.

LBAC hosted a block party-style Earth Day in April in collabo-
ration with Sutter Health. The Earth Day event was a family-

friendly celebration to learn more about the 
environment and the importance of sustain-
ability and health through creativity.

In May, LBAC partnered with Joe G. Guti-
errez State Farm Insurance Agency to host a 
Mother’s Day Mariachi concert, which was a 
great success.

In November, LBAC combined forces 
with Merced County Behavioral Health and 
Recovery Services for a Día de Los Muertos 
event, funded by a Sutter Health grant. This 

was a free event that included music, dance, cultural demonstra-
tions, community ofrenda (altar) and artmaking experiences.

As part of this partnership, a mural was sponsored on the side 
of the Annex Building. It depicts music, dance and fiber arts -- 
representing significant parts of the community. This year, LBAC 
hosted winter and spring makers markets, highlighting the work of 
local makers and artists.

A historic space, 
now filled with 
vibrant, creative 

energy.”

Los Banos Rotarian Dick Gerbi serves soup during the Los Banos 
Rotary Club’s Empty Bowls event held each year at the Ted Falasco 
Arts Center. 
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LBAC hosted Opera Modesto for 
Westside children to attend. Per their 
website. “This unique initiative shines a 
spotlight on operas inspired by stories 
and books commonly featured in school 
curricula, as well as written works 
that may not be currently present in 
schools. By bringing 
stories to life on stage, 
Opera Modesto creates 
an approachable form 
of art that encourages 
students to engage with 
familiar narratives in a 
dynamic and immersive 
way.”

The Missoula 
Children’s Theater is 
back on June 23 with 
the Red Riding Hood 
production adapted by Michael McGill. 
Students from kindergarten to 12th 
grade are encouraged to audition.

There will be 50-60 students to be 
cast. Rehearsals will be June 23-27, with 
performances on June 28th. The Arts 
Council also schedules concerts and 
other shows throughout the year. For 
more information go to losbanosarts.
org or call Steve at 209-704-2025.

The Arts Council is interested in 
resurrecting the Open Mic Night. If 
anyone would like to spearhead this, let 
the arts council know. They would love 
to work with you and get this fun night 
going again for the community.

The Quilt Guild is another Arts 
Council group that is focused on 
building a community around quilting 

and inspiring 
each other in 
supportive ways. 
The Guild meets 
every Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. at the Mel 
Soares Arts 
Studios. Begin-
ning quilters can 
get help with 
their projects 
and can connect 

with expert quilters. Guests are always 
welcome.

Community service clubs hold fun-
draisers at the Ted Falasco Art Center 
throughout the year. Later this year, the 
twelve annual “Empty Bowls” fund-

raiser will be 
held to raise 
much-need-
ed funds to 
benefit local 
programs 
that feed the 
hungry in 
the commu-
nity.

This event 
is sponsored 
by Los Banos 

Rotary, Arts Council and the school 
district. Contact Gene Lieb at 209-
704-3831 if additional information is 
needed.

Over the years, many other charitable 
and service organizations have raised 
much-needed 
funds to help out 
the community 
with events at the 
Ted Falasco Art 
Center.

LBAC is funded 
by member-
ships, donations, 
sponsorships and 
grants that sup-
port the initiatives 
and programs. 

You can become a member at any time 
throughout the year. Thanks to the 
generosity of donors, LBAC has been 
able to offer a variety of programs that 
enrich the lives of community residents.

These activities include community 
theater, ceramics and other art classes, 
musical and dance performances, quilt-
ing shows, community art shows, public 
art installations and more.

For more information about becom-
ing a member or volunteer of the Arts 
Council, or with questions regarding 
council activities, upcoming programs 
and events, check out the webpage, 
Facebook, or Instagram sites.

Memberships are $50 for an indi-
vidual, $30 for full-time students and 
for seniors 60+ and $100 for a family of 
up to four immediate members. Being a 
member or volunteer is fun, energizing 
and inspirational.

As a bonus to all of this fun, ad-
ventures, and opportunities, the arts 
council is a non-profit, so all donations 
are tax-deductible. The Ted Falasco 
Arts Center is also available to rent for 
community events for special occasions. 
Tables and chairs are included in the 
rental fee.

There is always something exciting 
happening at the Ted Falasco Arts Cen-
ter. The Los Banos Arts Council contin-
ues to be a gift of love and labor for the 
community and for future generations 
to enjoy and cherish. For more informa-
tion on events, rentals and membership, 
go to www.losbanosarts.org.

Where local 
talent meets 
opportunity, 

expression, and 
joyful connection.

Children perform Gulliver’s Travels last year as part of 
the Missoula Children’s Theatre. 

Local veterans stand with the first responder quilts as they 
present the colors prior to last year’s September ceremony. 

Los Banos Magazine 2025.indd   29Los Banos Magazine 2025.indd   29 6/14/2025   6:11:58 AM6/14/2025   6:11:58 AM



30L I F E  I N  L O S  B A N O S J U N E  2 0 2 5

SUBSCRIBE TO CONGRESSMEMBER GRAY'S NEWSLETTER 

DISTRICT OFFICE WASHINGTON OFFICE 
PROUDLY SERVING 

CALIFORNIA'S 
13TH DISTRICT

SOARES LUMBER &SOARES LUMBER &
P.S.G. FENCINGP.S.G. FENCING

Call for a free estimate 
of your project!

209-829-0700 • Lic.#606051

1218 D St., Los Banos, CA 93635
(Located one street over from

Premiere Cinemas)

• Patio Covers
• Redwood & Cedar Fencing
• Tree Removal
• Custom Decks

• Concrete
• Metal Buildings
• Installation

A Family Owned 
Business For 

36 Years
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SOARES LUMBER &SOARES LUMBER &
P.S.G. FENCINGP.S.G. FENCING

Call for a free estimate 
of your project!

209-829-0700 • Lic.#606051

1218 D St., Los Banos, CA 93635
(Located one street over from

Premiere Cinemas)

• Patio Covers
• Redwood & Cedar Fencing
• Tree Removal
• Custom Decks

• Concrete
• Metal Buildings
• Installation

A Family Owned 
Business For 

36 Years
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Home
Performance Contracting

Careful diagnostic
testing is the key to
cost-effective energy
upgrades

25 West G Street
Los Banos, CA 93635
209-826-4807
www.youngsair.com
License #461520

Since 1984, when Richard L. Young founded Young’s 
Air Conditioning, and continuing in 2003 when son’s 
Richard and Charles took over the family business, 
Young’s Air Conditioning earned a reputation as the 

area’s leading provider of energy effi cient heating and cooling 
services. For over a century, the Young family has actively 
participated in and contributed to numerous community 
organizations and charities. Their dedication to the community 
extends to the services they perform, which are carried out 
with a high standard of work ethics, professional performance, 
cost effectiveness and exceptional customer service.

Young’s Air Conditioning, a “Bryant” factory authorized 
dealer for heating and cooling systems, knows how important 
your comfort, health and safety are. They also know that the 
health of our planet should also be a priority. According to the 
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 19 percent of all 
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States are caused by 
the energy used in homes. Your home may produce more than 
your car! Skyrocketing energy prices have caused utility bills 
to raise higher and higher, requiring you to choose between 
your family’s comfort and keeping costs under control.

Home performance contracting has become a household 
term and Young’s has the systems, procedures, training, and 
certifi cations to perform this service. Young’s Air Conditioning 
uses a comprehensive “house as a system” approach to 
upgrading the energy systems in existing homes. A complete 
battery of diagnostic tests and careful analysis are performed 
by Certifi ed Building Performance Industry (BPI) Advisors. 
Young’s Air Conditioning currently has four Certifi ed BPI 

Advisors on staff. Certifi ed BPI Advisors use the most advanced 
tools and techniques available to perform comprehensive 
home energy audits. This holistic approach, and attention to 
detail, allows Young’s to accurately diagnose the root source 
of your home’s problems, recommend a solution, and provide 
dramatic and immediate results including

 •  A safe, comfortable, and less drafty home
 • Enhanced indoor air quality to protect your 

  family’s health
 • Guaranteed energy savings
 • Increased energy effi ciency and environmental 

  protection
 • Improved home durability and reduced 

  maintenance costs
 • Increased resale value
After fully assessing your home, a Young’s Advisor will assist 

you in selecting the energy improvements that will be the best 
investments for your home and family. Solutions are affordable 
for homeowners of all income levels. Young’s offers fl exible 
and low-interest fi nancing options, as well as help facilitating 
rebates and tax credits that may be available from local utilities 
or government agencies.

Beyond the tangible benefi ts, like saving money and doing 
your part for the environment, you will have the peace of mind 
knowing your house is safe, comfortable, clean and healthy! 
Young’s Air Conditioning and Bryant doing WHATEVER IT 
TAKES® to meet your home performance needs.

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

The Young’s Air Conditioning solution does not focus on a single home component, but considers 
how all systems work together effi ciently to provide fewer drafts, consistent temperature distribution 
across all rooms, better humidity control proper ventilation, and lower utility bills. Call Young’s Air 
Conditioning today to schedule your home energy assessment.

Your house 
is a system

209-826-4807

Air leaking into the house

Air leaking out of the house
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By A. Rentner

When you’ve had enough of staring at one sort 
of digital device or another, get in the car and 
take a short drive to any of several wonderful 

outdoor locations near here.
The wildlife refuges of the local San Luis National 

Wildlife Refuge (NWR) Complex (Merced NWR, San 
Luis NWR, and San Joaquin River NWR) have many fea-
tures that allow visitors to explore, spend time in nature 
and observe wildlife of the San Joaquin Valley.

Auto tour routes are automobile trails that visitors 
drive in their vehicles through the various habitat types 
protected by the wildlife refuges. Habitats are homes 
that provide everything wildlife needs to survive—food, 
water, shelter and space.

The Merced NWR has one 5-mile auto tour route that 
provides visitors with an opportunity to view scores of 
waterfowl, shorebirds, wading birds, raptors, songbirds, 
mammals, insects and more that inhabit wetland and 
upland grassland habitats.

The San Luis NWR has three such auto tour routes. 
The Waterfowl Auto Tour Route winds about 8.5 miles 
through the seasonal wetland and upland grassland areas 

of the San Luis unit of 
the wildlife refuge.

Another 2.25-mile 
Waterfowl Auto Tour 
Route meanders 
through the wetlands 
of the West Bear 
Creek unit of the 
wildlife refuge.

The San Luis unit 
also has the 5-mile 
Tule Elk Auto Tour 
Route that follows 
the perimeter of the 

tule elk enclosure, a 789-acre habitat that is home to the 
refuge’s herd of native and endemic tule elk.

Nature trails are another way visitors can explore the 
wildlife refuges, and there are many to choose from.

The Merced NWR has the Meadowlark, Bittern Marsh, 
Cottonwood, and Kestrel nature trails. All but the Kes-
trel Trail are about 1 mile in length and roam through 
wetlands, uplands and riparian areas of the refuge (the 
Kestrel Trail is about half a mile long).

Get out of the house for a while

The San Luis NWR has four nature trails on the San Luis unit. 
The Sousa Marsh Trail is 1 mile plus in length, depending on 
which loops one takes and how many of them one walks.

It leads visitors through a bit of riparian woodland to an 
elevated observation deck that looks out across North Sousa 
Marsh—one of the largest seasonal wetlands on the refuge.

The Sousa Marsh Trail is one of the favorite trail destinations 
at any time of year. During the fall, winter and early spring, 
when Sousa Marsh is flooded, visitors can see a variety of ducks 
and geese, as well as tundra swans.
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The Sousa 
Marsh Trail 
is one of the 
favorite trail 

destinations at 
any time of year. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36
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209-826-7310 • 1-800-668-3016
Serving The Valley Locally

30 Years  
Experience

Bonded • Insured
Licensed  
#769544

100%  
Financing

We Specialize In “Problem Water”
• Nitrate Removal • Bacteria Removal
• Calcium, Iron & Sulphur Removal

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial • Softening

• Conditioning • Purifying

Service On Most Makes

Free Consultations
Sales • Rentals

ENROLL NOW! MCCD.EDU

 Fall 2025 Starts August 25th

 Flexible Class Schedules, 
Including Evenings

 New Programs in Agriculture, 
Child Development, EMT, and
Pipe Welding Right at Home

 Fall 2025 Starts August 25th

 Flexible Class Schedules, 
Including Evenings

 New Programs in Agriculture, 
Child Development, EMT, and
Pipe Welding Right at Home

NEW 16-WEEK SEMESTER 
STARTS FALL 2025
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The lesser sandhill 
cranes are often seen in 
Sousa Marsh or flying 
over. This year, dur-
ing the past few weeks, 
visitors have also been 
seeing a bald eagle—and 
sometimes a pair of 
eagles—in the vicinity of 
Sousa Marsh.

As many as 3,000 
white geese (snow and 
Ross’s geese) were seen 
recently, as well as wood 
ducks. A rare visitor 
also made an appear-
ance recently: a Eurasian 
wigeon.

The Winton Marsh 
Trail is about half a mile 
long and makes a loop 
around the historic Win-
ton Marsh wetland.  The 
Wetland Trail is about 
eight-tenths of a mile and makes a loop 
around a seasonal wetland right across 
from the visitor center.

These three trails are open for walk-
ing all year long. A fourth trail on 
the San Luis unit, which is only open 
seasonally, is the Chester Marsh Trail, 
an approximately 1-mile loop around 
the Chester Marsh.

The trail also includes an approxi-
mately one-quarter-mile spur that leads 
walkers to the San Joaquin River and 
the historic site of a bridge that once led 
travelers across the river to the now-

extinct town of Chester.
The Chester Marsh Trail is open only 

from Feb. 15 to Sept. 15 each season. 
The West Bear Creek unit of the San 
Luis NWR also has two trails: the ap-
proximately 2-mile Woody Pond Trail 
and the Raccoon Marsh Trail (about 1 
mile). Both trails are loops.

The Wood Pond trail encloses the 
heavily wooded Woody Pond, a wetland 
so named because it is a favorite of 
wood ducks. A portion of the trail also 
parallels the San Joaquin River for a 
short distance. The Raccoon Marsh 
Trail loops around the Raccoon Marsh.

The San 
Luis NWR also 
includes the 
Kesterson unit, 
which is unique 
in that it is open 
for visitors to 
explore on foot 
only. Kesterson 
is also open 
seasonally, from 
Feb. 15 through 
Sept. 15 each 
year.

Visitors wishing to explore Kesterson 
enter on foot at the trailhead on the 
south side of state Route 140 between 
the San Joaquin River bridge and Gun 
Club Road and, once inside, are free to 
roam to their heart’s content.

They can utilize the internal refuge 
roads as a trail, or they can strike out 
off-trail to explore wetlands, uplands 
and riparian woodlands. Some years, 
there are remarkable wildflower blooms 
at Kesterson.

Speaking of wildflowers, the Great 
Valley Grassland State Park has some 
of the few native vernal pools left in 
California. The flowers that bloom 
in those pools are a spectacular sight 
when conditions in the winter have 
been just right.

It’s a 3-mile walk to get to the pools 
from the trailhead off state Route 165 
just south of the San Joaquin River.

A little farther afield from the local 
Los Banos area, but still a great place to 
explore, observe wildlife and connect 
with nature, is the San Joaquin River 
NWR. The refuge has a 4-mile nature 
trail known as the Pelican Nature Trail.

The trail is open all year and is laid 

to the community in the areas of 
Americanism • Drug Awareness 
Scholarships • Veterans’ Services 

Children’s Therapy Services

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
Join us at: www.elks.org  

565 E Street, Los Banos, CA  93635 
Lodge Office – 209-826-2282 

Lodge email: bpoe2510@gmail.com 

LOS BANOS ELKS LODGE NO. 2510

Celebrating Celebrating 
53 Years of Service53 Years of Service

Elks Care, Elks Share
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out in a series of three loops connected 
like the lengths of a chain. Visitors can 
tailor the length of their walk by how 
many loops they choose to include.

At the trailhead is a free-roam area of 
native-planted uplands that includes a 
restroom facility, informative interpretive 
panels and several covered picnic tables.

Closer to home, check out the Los 
Banos Wildlife Area off Henry Miller 
Road east of Route 165. The 6,200-acre 
area supports more than 200 bird species 
and other animals like beaver, deer and 
muskrats.

Closed to the public during water-
fowl hunting season from Sept. 15 to 
mid-February, the wildlife area welcomes 
visitors in possession of a California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Lands 

Pass at other times.
West of Los Banos is the San Luis 

Reservoir State Recreation Area. While 
upgrades are being made to the dam at 
the reservoir, campgrounds and visitor 
access on the south side of state Route 152 
are limited.

However, to the north of the highway is 
the O’Neil Forebay, which provides space 
for camping, boating, fishing and wildlife 

viewing year-round.
Further up the hill on the south side of 

the highway is the Romero Visitor Center. 
Operated by the California Department of 
Water Resources, the center offers all sorts 
of information about the San Luis Reser-
voir and water in California, generally.

There are outstanding views of the 
reservoir and the back side of the dam 
from the center. The top of Pacheco Pass 
on the south side of the highway provides 
access to the reservoir’s Dinosaur Point 
boat ramp and the entrance to Pacheco 
State Park.

The park has miles and miles of walk-
ing trails, some easy strolls, others more 
challenging and varied in elevation. 
In the spring, the area is known for its 
expansive wildflower blooms.

Take a trail, 
leave your screen 
behind—nature 

calls!
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Los Banos public library provides 
services and resources to all

The Los Banos Branch of the Merced 
County Library is the third largest branch 
in the Merced County Library system. It is 

located at 1312 Seventh St., just south of Pacheco 
Boulevard in Pacheco Park.

The Los Banos Branch, at its present location 
since 1965, offers many different programs year-
round, especially for children and young people. 
This includes the popular Summer Reading 
Program, where participants can earn prizes for 
reading.

Spring brings the annual Cover-to-Cover read-
ing program where children can earn free ham-
burgers from In-N-Out after reading five books.

The Los Banos library offers two weekly Story-
times, including Tiny Tales (ages 2-6), Bilingual 
Storytime (ages 3-6).  Also offered are Sensory 
Playgroup and Family Lego Time.

Monthly crafts and coloring days are avail-
able with themes that fit the holidays of seasons. 

Brandon Gray with Wild Child Adventures entertains children at the Los Banos Library. 

Throughout the year the library 
has other programs with perfor-
mances and shows.

The Los Banos library also 
offers public computers and free 
WIFI for everyone to use and 
unlimited access to online data-
bases, as well as apps for e-books 
and e-audiobooks.  All free with a 
Merced County Library card. 

The local library also offers 
literacy tutoring and it helps con-
nect veterans 
to services they 
might need.

Library 
cards are free. 
Children 17 and 
under are regis-
tered through a 

parent or guardian. 
A valid photo ID is required 

along with verification of address.
The hours of operation are 

Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fri-
day 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is 
closed on Sunday and Monday.

The library’s phone number is 
209.826.5254.

Gina Waldron from Anderson Homes, fifth from right, 
presents a check to members of the Friends of the Los 
Banos Library on Dec. 11, 2024.
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Complete Plumbing Service
Residential & Commercial

Drain Cleaning
Video Line Inspection

Locally Owned & Operated

Cell: 209-587-1000 • email: aplusplumbing0099@yahoo.com
by Kevin Cordeiro • Phone: 209-854-1800

Installation & Repair 
• Faucets
• Water Heaters
• Water Lines
• Water Softeners
• Sinks

• Sewer Lines
• Drain Lines
• Gas Lines
• Disposals
• Toilets

24 Hour Service 
Available

Friendly, Respectful Polite Service
Licensed (#955459)
Bonded & Insured

R E S T A U R A N T
Authentic Chinese Cuisine • Specializing in Mandarin & Cantonese

Dining • Banquets
• Beer & Wine • Special Requests Welcome

• Food to go...

Business Hours: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Closed Tuesday

Call 827-3789
829 W. Pacheco Blvd. Los Banos

MARIA PINA
Realtor Since 1992
01130617
1155 Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
209-769-5388

Hablo Espanol Falo Portugues 
mpina@c21selectgroup.com

HTTPS://Maria-Pina@C21SelectGroup.Com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Joe G. Gutierrez, Agent 
Insurance Lic#: 0758271

964 J Street, 
Los Banos, CA 93635 
Bus: 209-826-4963 
Cell: 209-769-7953 
joe@joegutierrezinsurance.com
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By James Leonard

The Merced College Los Banos 
Campus, a key part of the 
Merced Community College 

District, has been providing quality 
education and job training since 1971.

More than 50 years later, the campus 
continues to expand its offerings, serv-
ing nearly 4,200 students each semes-
ter with diverse programs, including 
general education and career technical 
education (CTE) programs like welding 
and our new EMT program.

Additionally, the campus supports 
adult learners through noncredit 
programs, such as GED preparation, 
English as a Second Language (ESL) and 
citizenship classes.

The Los Banos Campus is entering an 
exciting period of growth and trans-
formation thanks to the overwhelming 
support of the community in passing 
Measure P in November 2024.

The $46 million bond measure, which 
passed with nearly 74 percent of the 
vote, will fund critical campus improve-
ments without raising local tax rates.

These funds will support the expan-
sion and modernization of educational 
facilities, ensuring students have access 
to state-of-the-art resources for hands-
on learning and career training.

With the expansion of the agriculture 
program led by Professor Elias Ar-
menta, the completion of the modular 
classroom and greenhouse will provide 
students with hands-on learning 
experiences in sustainable farming and 
agribusiness.

The campus quad will undergo signif-
icant improvements, enhancing outdoor 
spaces to create a more engaging and 

student-friendly environment.
The new career technical education 

(CTE) building, a highly anticipated 
facility funded by Measure P, will sup-
port a variety of hands-on programs 
designed to prepare students for careers 
in high-demand fields.

The past year saw a 21.82 percent 
increase in student enrollment as based 
on full-time equivalent students (FTES), 
with more students opting for face-to-
face learning.

Dual enrollment programs continue 
to grow, offering high school students 
early access to college courses. The Los 
Banos campus also strengthened its 
partnerships with local high schools and 
community organizations, participating 
in events like career fairs and multicul-
tural nights.

We have also welcomed the commu-
nity to our campus by hosting ag work-
shops for our Kings View community 
members and providing tours to high 
school students.

Merced College remains committed 
to making higher education accessible 
and beneficial to the Westside Merced 
County community. The college’s trans-
fer partnerships with CSU Stanislaus, 
UC Merced, and Fresno State provide 
students with clear pathways to four-
year degrees.

Representatives from these institu-
tions regularly visit the Los Banos cam-
pus, offering direct support to students 
exploring transfer opportunities.

With these upcoming developments, 
the future looks brighter than ever 
for students at the Los Banos campus. 
Thanks to the continued investment 
in education and community support, 
Merced College is poised to provide 

even greater opportunities for learning, 
career preparation and personal growth.

Local students with their sights set 
on a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree 
or even a Ph.D. don’t have to travel 
far. Merced College provides associate 
degrees that promise an easy transfer 
to local four-year universities like CSU 
Stanislaus, UC Merced and Fresno State.

Students also transfer to more distant 
colleges, such as San Jose State Univer-
sity, which ranked as the No. 1 transfer 
college for students from the Los Banos 
campus.

Located in Turlock, CSU Stanislaus is 
a comprehensive university and part of 
the California State University system. 
It has ranked among the best colleges 
in the nation for 17 consecutive years, 
according to The Princeton Review, 
gaining high marks for academic excel-
lence and social mobility.

Another great option for Los Banos 
students is UC Merced, the newest cam-
pus in the world-renowned University 
of California system. UC Merced offers 
a top-quality education and student 
support, with cutting-edge research and 
technology.

Fresno State, one of the flagship 
campuses of the CSU system, is another 
popular choice for local students. With 
over 150 programs to choose from, 
students can find the perfect fit for their 
future career goals. The university is 
known for its strong academics, vibrant 
campus life and close-knit community.

From the local community college 
to outstanding four-year options and 
more, there’s truly never been a better 
time to be a college student in Los 
Banos.

Higher education continues to 
thrive at the Merced College  

Los Banos Campus
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CRUNCH TIME CREW

 Join Our Team Today  Join Our Team Today 
209.826.0272 - RPACALMONDS.COM

COMPETITIVE WAGES 
BENEFITS 
EDUCATION REIMBURSEMENT 
TRAINING

CRUNCH TIME CREW
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By Javier Powell
MILLIKEN MUSEUM SOCIETY

“How did Los Banos get 
its name?” is a common 
question we hear at the 

Milliken Museum. The answer goes 
back more than 200 years and starts 
with a little-known route, a Franciscan 
monk, and natural pools in the hills.

In 1808, California was still part 
of Spanish Alta California. That year, 
28-year-old Padre Felipe Arroyo de 
la Cuesta arrived at the under-con-
struction Mission San Juan Bautista. 
A scholar and linguist from Burgos, 
Spain, he soon began studying the 
languages of local Native tribes, includ-
ing the Yokuts, who lived across the San 
Joaquin Valley.

While exploring the valley, Arroyo 
de la Cuesta hoped to find a shortcut 
over the Diablo Range, rather than 
the long-established Pacheco Pass. 
He followed Los Banos Creek into the 
hills and discovered a series of pools 
carved into the bedrock. From there, he 
crossed French’s Pass, 9 miles south of 
Pacheco Pass, and returned west to the 
mission. This new route saved days of 
travel and became a preferred path for 
missionaries.

The pools he found were not on the 
valley floor, but higher in the water-
shed, above what is now the Los Banos 
Creek Reservoir. These crystal-clear 
pools made ideal rest stops and, later in 
life, would offer relief to Arroyo de la 
Cuesta, who suffered from rheumatism.

Over time, ranchers in the region 
learned about the pools from Arroyo 
de la Cuesta’s stories. They referred to 
them as “Los Baños del Padre Ar-
royo”—the baths of Father Arroyo. 
When applying for Mexican land grants 

How did Los Banos get its name?

in the 1840s, they marked the 
creek as “El Arroyo de Los Ba-
ños del Padre Arroyo” on their 
diseños (maps). That name, 
though shortened over time, 
stuck to the creek.

By the time of the Gold Rush 
and American annexation, 
Americans simplified and an-
glicized the name to Los Banos 
Creek, and it came to define the 
general region.

The town itself traces its 
roots to Gustave Kreyenhagen, 
who opened a general store 
near the creek. After being 
moved by Henry Miller in 
1870, the store became a key 
stop on the Butterfield Over-
land Stagecoach route.

In 1873, Moses Korn pur-
chased the store and petitioned 
the U.S. Postal Service for a 
post office—naming it after the 
creek. On November 10, 1873, 
the name Los Banos became 
official.

Later, when the Southern Pa-
cific Railroad arrived in 1889, 
residents wanted to relocate the 
town closer to the tracks. After 
a dispute with landowners near 

Volta, Henry Miller quietly moved the post 
office to a new location near the railroad, 
now the site of modern Los Banos.

Some accused him of “stealing our 
post office,” but the railroad accepted the 
change—and so the town of Los Banos 
was born, named after the mountain pools 
where Padre Arroaayo once bathed.

Moses Korn’s original petition to create a post office 
named Los Banos. From the National Archives.

Mural Depicting Padre Arroyo De La Cuesta and the 
baths (Los Banos) hung in the Milliken Museum.
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Pearson's Jewelers is here to serve all of your Jewelry  
needs, from Fashion Jewelry to Fine Jewelry; watches; 

from Jewelry and Watch Repair, to Custom Design. 
We also have Loose Diamonds of various shapes and sizes.

928 Sixth St. | Los Banos 
(209) 826-1026

MONTHLY, QUARTERLY,  
ANNUAL BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

MARLENE M. FREITAS 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 
815 4TH STREET, LOS BANOS, CA 93635

MARLENE M. FREITAS, OWNER 
Phone (209) 826-0353 | Fax (209) 826-6031 
Email: m-freitas@att.net

COMPLETE 
PAYROLL SERVICES 
For the best accounting 
and tax services in your 
area……….

Providing fast, friendly, efficient 
bookkeeping and tax services 
in Los Banos and the 
surrounding areas since 1985.

“Our clients are our 
most valuable asset”

We have set the standard for 
accurate, dependable, 
accounting and tax services at 
reasonable rates.

We have been serving  
Los Banos and surrounding 
communities since 1985.

Customer satisfaction is high 
on the list of goals we set for 
ourselves.

Bookkeeping… 
General Ledger 
Balance Sheet 
Income Statements 
Bank Reconciliations 
Cash Flow Statements

Payroll… 
We offer weekly, 
bi-weekly, semi-monthly, and 
monthly payroll service

Taxes… 
Payroll Taxes 
Sales Taxes 
Other Business Taxes

 

 

 

 

 

 

SORENSEN’S

Sorensens Ace Hardware

We are all committed to being “the Helpful Place” by offering our customers personal service, 
quality products and a convenient shopping experience from the local experts who know you 
best. As the helpful hardware folks in your neighborhood, we promise that helping you is the most 
important thing we have to do today.

402 Washington Ave., Los Banos • (209) 826-2001• www.acehardware.com
Open Monday through Friday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. • Sat. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sun. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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By Christina Martinez, Lcsw

Los Banos has an estimated population of 48,553 as of 
2023 and has seen increasing attention to mental health 
needs, especially in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As mental health challenges become more prevalent, it is 
important for residents to become aware of resources to 
support their well-being.

Nationally, mental health concerns have 
risen, with the CDC reporting that 
in 2021, over one in five students 
seriously considered attempt-
ing suicide, and one in ten 
attempted suicide.

In Los Banos, the pre-
dominantly Hispanic 
community (73.2 
percent Hispanic or 
Latino) faces unique 
challenges, including 
language barriers 
and cultural stigmas 
surrounding mental 
health. Additionally, 
27.6 percent of resi-
dents are foreign-born, 
which can impact access 
to culturally competent 
care.

For residents seeking support, 
numerous resources are available 
locally to address mental health needs. 
By leveraging these services and fostering open 
conversations, Los Banos continues to prioritize the mental 
well-being of its community.

Los Banos offers several mental health services to cater to 
its diverse population.

Merced County Behavioral Health and Recovery Ser-
vices, an outpatient clinic, is located at 40 West G Street, 
Suite C. This clinic provides services for adults and children, 
including therapy, case management, substance use disorder 
services and medication support. Services are free for Medi-

Cal recipients and offered on a sliding scale for others. 
Camarena Health Center is situated at 2520 Pacheco 

Boulevard. This center offers integrated care, including 
behavioral health services alongside medical, dental, and 
optometry services. 

Golden Valley Health Centers, at 821 Texas Avenue, this 
facility provides comprehensive health services, including 

mental health support, to the community. 
Aspiranet, located at 415 F Street, offers 

behavioral health services, focusing on 
family and community support. 

Aegis Treatment Cen-
ters, found at 745 West J 

Street, Suite A, provides 
medication-assisted 

treatment for opioid 
use disorders, with 
counseling services 
available in nearby 
Merced. 

For immediate 
mental health crises, 
residents can access 
the Crisis Stabiliza-

tion Unit (CSU), open 
24/7 at 300 East 15th 

Street, Suite A, Merced, 
the CSU provides emer-

gency psychiatric assessments 
and interventions. 

The Mobile Crisis Response Team 
(MCRT) is also available for immediate 

mental health crises. This team collaborates with 
local law enforcement to respond to psychiatric emergen-
cies throughout Merced County, including Los Banos. 
Services can be accessed by calling the Crisis Warm Line at 
209-381-6819

California’s recent mental health reform proposals, pend-
ing voter approval, aim to invest $6.38 billion in expanding 
treatment facilities and services statewide. If passed, these 
measures could significantly enhance mental health infra-
structure in communities like Los Banos. 

Mental health matters in  
Los Banos Resources, trends  

and community support

Los Baños Health Center
TRUSTED. COMPASSIONATE CARE . CLOSER TO HOME.

Our new, state-of-the-art health center brings
high-quality care to the community—all under
one roof. We provide compassionate care in
a welcoming setting, including:

Schedule Your 
Next Appointment 

2520 Pacheco Boulevard, Los Banos, CA 93635 | 559-664-4000

• Medical
• Dental
• Optometry

• Behavioral Health
• Health Education
• Chiropractic
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Los Banos churches gather  
at annual ‘SonRise Service’

By Pastor Mike Neu
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, LOS BANOS

The SonRise Easter Service 
has been a Los Banos tradi-
tion since the mid-1960s. 

Started under the direction of Rev. 
Paul Hartrick of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, the service expanded 
from a single church celebration to 
include many churches from Los 
Banos and the surrounding area. In 
2025, the service was attended by 70 
people.

The inaugural service was held in 
Pacheco Park but was moved to the 
then newly created shores of O’Neill 
Forebay, across Highway 152 from 
the dam at San Luis Reservoir. 
The celebration is held annually to 
the left of the Forebay boat ramp, 
adjacent to a day-use picnic area. 
Scattered trees and the forebay form 
the backdrop as the sun rises over 
the distant Sierras and reflects off 
the water through the trees.

The SonRise Service, as St. John’s 
calls it, often includes minis-
ters from other Los Banos-area 
churches. Over the years, clerical 
participants have come from Mount 
Moriah First Baptist of South Dos 
Palos, First Baptist of Los Banos, 
Calvary Baptist, United Methodist, 
St. Alban’s Anglican, Cornerstone 
and others.

An offering is collected as part of 
the service, 100 percent of which is 
donated to a local charity. In 2025, 
$300 was provided to the Rotary 
Club of Los Banos for their Feed 
The Need program. This program 
provides food to children for the 

The rising sun at 
the O’Neill Forebay 
creates a silhouette 
of the cross.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Pastor Michae Neu and 
Maureen Wollington lead the 
congregation with a hymn.

weekend each week through 
three participating Los Ba-
nos elementary schools.

The entire community is 
invited to attend the service, 
regardless of your church 
home or lack thereof. St. 
John’s provides some fold-
ing chairs, but many arrive 
with their own chairs, not 
to mention blankets. Early 
spring mornings can be 
chilly and a challenge for the 
musicians to stay in tune!

The San Luis SRA man-
agement has been generous 
in past years accommodat-
ing this event. They have 
provided free parking passes 
that are good for the dura-
tion of the service only.

TEEDEEUS AUTOMOTIVETEEDEEUS AUTOMOTIVE

447 Mercy Springs Road, 
Los Banos, CA 93635

Complete Service & Repair 
Licensed: A/C, Smog, 
Computer Diagnosis & Repair

CELEBRATING 58 YEARS!

Muffler Shop
“Maintenance Pays”

(209) 826-3622

 Locally Owned & Operated
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LB veterans group includes VFW, 
American Legion members

Patricia McCoy
LOS BANOS VETERAN

The American Legion Post 
166 was established in Los 
Banos in 1920, and the Veterans 

of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2487 was 
established in 1932.

In most parts of the country, the 
American Legion and the VFW operate 
separately and rarely come together for 
activities. However, in Los Banos, the 
two organizations have united to serve 
veterans and the local community.

The Veterans Memorial Hall, located 
at 615 E St., Los Banos, was dedicated 
in 1968 to the two posts for their use. 
At 7 a.m., Members meet on the second 
Tuesday of each month for breakfast, 
with the post’s meeting following. They 
meet for dinner once a quarter.

The commanders created a veterans 
commemorative plaque wall located on 
the outside of the building.

Community members can purchase a 
plaque to be placed on the wall in honor 
of their military loved one. It’s a beauti-
ful sight to see, and all are encouraged 
to visit and read the names on the wall.

Aside from posting colors for local 
events, the members of both posts 
also provide honor services at the San 
Joaquin National Cemetery and spon-
sor many community programs and 
activities, highlighted by the Flag Ser-
vice Program and the annual veterans 
parade.

The Flag Service Program is a fun-
draiser for the VFW where individu-
als sign up to have veterans place an 
American flag outside their homes on 
eight specific holidays a year. It’s a won-
derful display of patriotism that people 

see when driving through Los Banos.
The Los Banos Veterans Parade is 

always held on the first Saturday of 
November to avoid competing with 
events in surrounding areas on Veterans 
Day. Veterans for Veterans sponsors the 
parade.

One exciting feature is the Most 
Patriotic School Contest. Each year, the 
parade has a theme, and most schools 
participate in creating a float based on 
that theme.

Independent judges are selected and 
score the entries. There are three win-
ners from the elementary, junior high 
and high school categories.

The winning schools receive a 
framed flag with the school’s name and 
the year. The school displays the trophy 
until the veterans parade the following 
year. These schools do an amazing job 
of honoring the veterans.

The Los Banos Veterans Memorial 
Hall houses the only ATLAS Care Cen-
ter in California.

This innovative program provides 
telehealth services to reduce the need 
for long travel times to Veterans Affairs 
(VA) facilities. It is a real honor that our 
small town was selected to provide this 
service.

Another service provided is the 
presence of the Veteran Service Office 
(VSO), which visits the hall four times 
a month. It visits on the first, third 
and fourth Thursday and the second 
Wednesday of each month to assist vet-
erans with understanding their benefits 
and filing claims.

Also located outside the veterans hall 
is a tattered flag receptacle where people 
can place an old, ripped flag, and the 
veterans will execute the proper retire-
ment ceremony for those flags.

The American Legion Post 166 and 
the VFW Post 2487 are very active in 
the community. To learn more about 
membership and the various activities, 
visit their website at losbanosveterans.
org.

Los Banos VFW Post Commander 
Michael Hughes salutes the 
American Flag during the 
playing of the National Anthem 
at the 2024 Veterans Parade in 
downtown Los Banos.
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LOS BANOS   •   DOS PALOS   •   FIREBAUGH 
whitehurstchapels.com

Joel Albert Whitehurst Anna M. Whitehurst

Intersection of Pacheco Blvd. Intersection of Pacheco Blvd. 
and Sixth Street  and Sixth Street  

Los Banos, CA Circa 1921Los Banos, CA Circa 1921

From humble beginnings...  
Celebrating first century of  

service in Los Banos, 
Dos Palos and Firebaugh

Turlock 209-634-9031 • Los Banos 209-826-5667
www.westernvalley.com

License #0649647

Business Insurance 
Workers Compensation

Employment Liability  
Auto • Cyber Protection

Los Banos Magazine 2025.indd   49Los Banos Magazine 2025.indd   49 6/14/2025   6:12:53 AM6/14/2025   6:12:53 AM



50L I F E  I N  L O S  B A N O S J U N E  2 0 2 5

By Shawn Pintor-Day
THE WESTSIDE EXPRESS

Los Banos is a community cre-
ated, maintained and sustained 
by agriculture, and the May Day 

Fair is the community’s way of giving 
back to the Valley that supplies it all.

The earliest May Day Festivities 
were a celebration of the completion of 
the foundational infrastructure of Los 
Banos. Thanks to the work of Cattleman 
Henry Miller, a farmer from Germany, 
our hometown grew from a few acres of 
grassy hills and streams into a bustling 
hub of agricultural industry.

After noticing the temperate climate 
and fertile soil of the Central Valley, Miller 
acquired the San Joaquin Valley Canal 
and Irrigation Company and got to work 
on his farming empire.

Using LB as a hub for his business 
practices, the small community quickly 

developed a personality of its own: the 
fertility and crop variety that the Valley 
had to offer defined its culture just as 
much as it defined its business, and the 
lush fields and abundance of crops such 
as tomatoes helped establish a legacy that 
still persists today.

By the late 1800s, Los Banos as we 
know it was taking shape, and early 
Los Banosans decided to celebrate the 
completion of the town railroad with 
an all-out, county-wide fair that would 
showcase the (literal) fruits of the farming 
community’s labor.

The first May Day Parade was held, 
farmers manned stalls brimming with the 
latest harvest, and the community came 
together to revel in the warm weather 
and bucketloads of produce. The May 
Day celebration was so beloved by the 
community that the Los Banos Cham-
ber of Commerce took up the task of 
maintaining the annual festivities, and the 

May Day Fair -- as it came to be known 
-- became a tradition long after Miller’s 
death (and the construction of any more 
railroads).

As the years went by and the town con-
tinued to grow, the annual fair only got 
bigger. With each club, school or church 
that popped up in LB, a new team of 
people was dedicated to helping May Day 
evolve, each helping hand leaving its own 
fingerprint on the history of the Fair.

By the 1940s, the American Legion and 
the LB Chamber of Commerce led the 
charge in expanding the annual spring 
celebration, and thousands of people were 
converging on our small rural community 
to either take part or see the May Day Fair 
for themselves.

Well over a century after its first Spring 
Parade, the county fair is going strong 
with no signs of slowing down. Residents 
from all over the San Joaquin flock to 
Los Banos each year to be a part of the 

The May Day Fair: The Valley’s 
yearly harvest of community
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Los Banos’ Phoenix Books 
owner Joanne Hoefer is an 
excellent Colonel Sanders as she 
walks with her “chicken” horse 
in the Merced County Spring 
Fair on Sat., May 3, 2025.
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PHOTO BY GENE LIEB/ glieb@TheWestsideExpress.com

festivities, and each year’s new 
theme only adds to the rich 
tapestry that makes up the 
event’s history.

The annual May Day fair 
is a celebration of what life in 
the Valley is and can be. With 
a community spirit that has 
not faded since the 1800s, the 
spring fair has grown to be as 
big as Los Banos itself.

Rather than the modest 
collection of local dancers and 
farming families that kicked 
off the May Day Parade of 
years past, today’s parade 
has countless businesses, 
clubs, school organizations 

and more carrying the torch 
that Miller and his efforts lit 
centuries ago.

The spring festival’s food, 
entertainment and culture 
reflect the Valley and what it 
has to offer, made all the more 
special by the fact that it’s 
produced completely here on 
our home soil.

The Los Banos Spring 
Fair happens every year and 
has never lost its spirit of 
homegrown hospitality. No 
matter what year it is, the May 
Day Parade always promises 
to provide an authentic slice 
of the Valley.

1621 Center Ave. Los Banos, CA 93635
Church Office (Mon.-Fri.) 9 AM to 5 PM  

(209) 826-4246
www.stjosephlosbanos.com

St. Joseph Catholic Church

Mass Schedule 
Horario de las Misas
Daily Mass / Misa Diaria

Monday to Thursday 7:00 AM 
(English)

Lunes a Jueves 8:00 AM 
(Español)

Friday 8:15 AM
(Our Lady of Fatima School Mass)

Weekend / Fin de Semana
Saturday  8:00 AM (First Saturday)
 4:00 PM  English
 6:00 PM  Español
Sunday 7:00 AM  English
 9:00 AM Español
 11:00 AM English
 1:00 PM Español
 7:00 PM Español

Join Our Parish Community! 
Parish Staff:

Fr. John Schmoll, Pastor
Fr. Guillermo Preciado, Parochial Vicar

Deacon Leon Miller

4H member, Taite 
Strohmenger 
wearing her green 
jacket, keeps 
her eyes on the 
competition and 
the judge at the 
same time. 
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By Diana Ingram
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Listen in on the weaning hours 
of the evening as our Los Banos 
winds come over the pass. If 

you listen carefully, you can hear them. 
They, the voices of Los Banos past, 
telling of the days they walked the pre-
cious grounds we walk upon.

Our Los Banos is unique in its blend 
of past and present, making it a rich 
and diverse place to live. You can hear 
the sounds of the footsteps of the Yokut 
people who first called our community 
home. A proud people, they cared for it 
lovingly until the others came, making 
way for a different kind of future.

Then came other brave people, who 
traveled the treacherous pass and saw 
something good in this land. Later, im-
migrants from Italy and Portugal came, 
bringing their work ethic, love of the 

land and rich cultures that are all still 
present today

Los Banos is a tapestry of cultures. 
Henry Miller came and saw a way 
to make his fortune, and fortunes he 

made. You can see his statue at the end 
of Main Street.

“Do not forget to tell them that I was 
the largest and richest landowner in the 
state.” Ok, Henry Miller, I will tell them.

Listen, do you hear the sounds of 
laughter? Do you hear music and the 
sound of dancing?

That is coming from our fair-
grounds and the large gazebo where 
Henry Miller held picnics and dances 
for his employees. Now, we hold the 
May Day Fair there. I can see Miller 
smiling.

Oh, the buildings have changed 
since those early days. Although some 
remain to speak of our history. A big 
fire burned down much of our old Los 
Banos, including our opera house. But 
walking the streets, I still can sense their 
presence. I can also hear the footsteps of 
those who helped build this city that we 

A conversation with  
Los Banos Ghosts

I slept in 
Dracula’s Castle 
in Transylvania, 
I wrote a book 
about it, and 
I was used as 
an expert on 
the subject on 
endless shows. 

The late Milliken Museum 
creator Charles Sawyer was 
a constant fixture at the 
museum for anyone seeking 
history information. 
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now walk in. 
Yes, I hear June Erreca 

and Charles Sawyer now. 
They were the keepers of 
our history, nurturing it 
in our treasured Milliken 
Museum. What was that? 
Ok, June, take over.

“Los Banos has always 
treasured its past, but 
new folks moved in, and 
Charles and I felt it our 
duty to let them know 
the stories of our people. 
Strong people, hard-work-
ing people and loyal to the 
land they felt honored to 
walk upon. Charles and 
I spent endless hours in 
this museum, and that’s a 
tribute to our past.

“Of course, I made a 
bit of history myself here. 
I was the first owner of a 
flower shop. My Los Banos 
Flowers, which I made a 
great success, continues 
to operate under my son 
Emil.”

Oh, of course, now 
Charles Sawyer wants to 
add something, “I just 
wanted to put in a good 
word for our downtown. I 
used to give walking his-
tory tours, which were very 
informative. Too bad you 
missed me. There is still a 
lot to see there, although I 
sure do miss our drug store 
and its counter. We also 
hang out in the back at the 
Black Bear Diner. A few of 
us have our pictures up on 
its walls. Be sure and take 
a peek.”

Henry and Helen Mello 
just dropped by to remind 
us: “You should not forget 
that dairy farms are also a 

big part of Los Banos’ past, 
present and future. We 
formed a brotherhood and 
made a successful dairy. 
Now we are going to drink 
a glass of Los Banos milk.”

“I have a huge landmark 
in Los Banos that no one 
else can touch,” inserts 
Buck Fawcett. “I have a 
Frank Lloyd Wright-de-
signed home. Who’d have 
thought you would find 
that here? I didn’t.”

“We get to hear him 
boast about that for eter-
nity,” interrupts Vincent 
Hillyer, “You know, I got 
the best story of all of you. 
I slept in Dracula’s Castle 
in Transylvania, I wrote a 
book about it, and I was 
used as an expert on the 
subject on endless shows. 
Plus, I was married to the 
sister of the SHAH of Iran. 
And to an Italian actress, I 
even acted in a few movies 
there. But I came back to 
Los Banos. It called to me.”

Now the voices are all 
getting excited, Benny 
Silva’s voice stands out, 
“Well, I used to manage 
the old movie house on I 
Street. The stories I could 
tell about couples on the 
balcony. I should have writ-
ten a book.”

There is so much history 
here, so many interesting 
families. It is worth a quick 
trip to our cemetery on 
Center for a taste of our 
past. Stick around. Settle 
in.

“You are going to love 
it here,” Joe Cox adds, “I 
mean, we have to love it. 
We are all sticking around.”

For questions or to sign up your 
child for Army Camp call the 

Los Banos Salvation Army 
at (650) 576-1072 
Major Jennifer Cortez 

1231 Fourth St. Los Banos, CA 93635

FAMILY FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 am to noon. 

Emergency Food Bags Available By Calling 
(209) 827-4945 ext. 12

FEED HOMELESS BRUNCH 
Every Tuesday homeless only 9:30 to 11 a.m. 

Homeless bags everyday 9 a.m. to Noon. 
Clothing Closet Tues., Wed., from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Hope Center For Job Opportunities 
Call (209) 827-4945 ext. 14

Income Tax Return Program Available 
After school program Mon. through  

Friday on school days for first graders 
and up. Call ext. 14 for more information.

Youth program 
Bible Study 

Every Tuesday 
from 5 to 6 p.m.

Adult Devotions 
Wednesdays from 9 to 10 a.m. 

in English and Thursdays 
6 to 7 p.m. in Spanish.

Women’s 
luncheon every 3rd Thursday of the month at noon. 

Vacation Bible School
July 28 to Aug 2 • (650) 576 - 1072 for registration

Sunday School 10 a.m.

Monetary donations are 
always welcomed and 
appreciated!

RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR 
BEING A BELL RINGER!

NEED BUSINESS PEOPLE AND 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS!

Proceeds help backpacks for students and to send 
students to Summer Salvation Army Camp!

Sunday Morning 
Holiness Service 
10 am. to noon.

Salvation Army Troop 
Program For Children: 

Bible Study, Sunbeam, 
Girl Guards, Adventurers

Ages 5 to 18 years old
Meet Wednesdays 

5 to 6:30 p.m.
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ACCOUNTANTS

O. RAY SHEETS ACCOUNTING 
CORP.
1120 W. ‘I’ St. Ste. A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3503

AGRICULTURE – FARMING

BOWLES FARMING CO.
11609 S. Hereford Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-3000

DEL BASQUE FARMS - 
MELON STAND 
JOSE RIVAS 
461 ‘G’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-1030

AGRICULTURE - IRRIGATION

C.C.I.D
CENTRAL CA IRRIGATION 
DISTRICT
1335 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1421

GRASSLANDS WATER DISTRICT
200 W. Willmott Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5188

AGRICULTURE  
SEED DISTRIBUTER

R.C. SHERWOOD GRAIN CO.
500 N. Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6006

 AMBULANCE SERVICE

RIGGS AMBULANCE SERVICE
100 Riggs Ave.
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 725-7000

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
INDIVIDUALS

ALICE AGUILAR 
SOMETHING CUTE -
SUCCULENTS 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 777-5099

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
ORGANIZATIONS

ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION 
DELAINE PEREIDA
7461 N. First St. 
Ste. 103
Fresno, CA 93720
(559) 753-8200

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY
CANCER ACTION NETWORK
VIVA PROJECT
824 E. Normal Ave.
Fresno, CA 93704
(559) 795-5191

AMERICAN HERO INITIATIVE
MARIA PHILLIPS
P.O Box 2261
Los Banos, CA 93635
(888) 774-8387
 
AMERICAN LEGION WOMEN’S 
AUXILIARY #166
P.O Box 1290
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-8265

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
OF MERCED COUNTY
615 W. 15th St. 
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 722-9922

FRIENDS OF THE LOS BANOS 
LIBRARY
P.O Box 2343
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6254  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
P.O Box 504
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4318

LOS BANOS ANIMAL SHELTER
LEVI FISTORI
San Martin, CA 95046
(408) 341-9061

LOS BANOS ARTS COUNCIL
1105 5th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-4126

LOS BANOS BASQUE CLUB
P.O Box 123
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 357-2903

LOS BANOS D.E.S ASSOCIATION
1155 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-1932

LOS BANOS DOWNTOWN 
ASSOCIATION
MARIBEL GARCIA 
907 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-9022

LOS BANOS ELKS LODGE 
#2510
P.O Box 807
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2282

LOS BANOS KIWANIS CLUB
P.O Box 380
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 769-6703

LOS BANOS LIONS CLUB
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 675-1405

LOS BANOS SPORTSMEN’S 
ASSOC.
P.O Box 746
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3741

LOS BANOS TIGER TRAP TEAM
P.O Box 2614
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-1605

MERCED COUNTY HUMAN 
SERVICES
2115 W. Wardrobe Ave.
Merced, CA 95341
(209) 385-3000

RELAY FOR LIFE 
DIANE BUNYARD
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 752-9845

ROTARY CLUB OF LOS BANOS
P.O Box 19
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-3831

SALVATION ARMY
1231 4th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-4945

LOS BANOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP LISTING

2025 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MEMBER LISTING

BY SHOPPING LOCAL, YOU ARE: 
- CREATING JOBS
- KEEPING MONEY IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY 
- INVESTING IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
- NURTURING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY  

LOS BANOS 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
932 6TH ST.
LOS BANOS, CA 93635
PHONE: (209) 826-2495
EMAIL: LBCOFC@COMCAST.NET
WEBSITE: LOSBANOS.COM

Los Banos Magazine 2025.indd   54Los Banos Magazine 2025.indd   54 6/14/2025   6:12:59 AM6/14/2025   6:12:59 AM



55L I F E  I N  L O S  B A N O S J U N E  2 0 2 5

LOS BANOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP LISTING

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 
OF LOS BANOS
P.O Box 667
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 617-9624

VALLEY CRISIS CENTER
P.O Box 2075
Mariposa, CA 95338
(209) 725-7900

AMERICAN LEGION #166 
(209) 826-2490
P.O Box 2131
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2490 Hall Rental

VETERAN’S OF FOREIGN WARS 
VFW POST #2487 
615 ‘E’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2490

WESTSIDE COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8864

AUTO DETAIL & WASH

CLEAN CODE 
ESTHER VARELA
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 600-3807

AUTO 
FUEL DISTRIBUTORS

WINDECKER INC.
904 ‘H’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5658

AUTO - REPAIR

A&A ALL PRO AUTO REPAIR
439 Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6271

AUTO - REPAIR & SMOG

TEEDEEUS AUTOMOTIVE LLC.
447 Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3622

AUTO SALES- NEW-USED

SANTOS FORD LINCOLN  
MERCURY 
617 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4921

AUTO - TIRES & REPAIRS

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER
1500 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2125

AUTO  
TOWING & RECOVERY

DOC’S TOW SERVICE
2710 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-6677

TITAN TOWING 
& ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(833) 717-3200

BAKER / PASTRY CHEF

DELICIOSO
ALESSANDRA CONNICK
Los Banos, CA 93635
(484) 868-1175

BARBER / BEAUTY SALON

GLADYS’S BARBER SHOP
919 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-6366

BEAUTY / CLOTHING  

MY HIPPIE SOUL
Mariana Nieves
Los Banos, CA 93635
(831) 740-2562

VIRRIY’S BOUTIQUE 
& MAKE UP
Los Banos, CA 93635
(831) 585-9709

BEEKEEPERS 

GENE BRANDI APIARIES
GENE BRANDI 
15346 S. Johnson Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2881

BLOOD DRIVE 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 
BLOOD CENTER 
4343 Herron Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93722
(559) 389-5433

BOOKKEEPING  
TAX SERVICES

MARLENE M. FREITAS 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICE
815 4th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0353

RICHARD MARTORELLO 
BOOKKEEPING
1321 Paradise Ln.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4991

BUSINESS SERVICES 

FIRST ON COMPLIANCE
P.O Box 1174
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5103

CARPENTRY 

ZAMORA MOLDING & FLOORS
MIGUEL ZAMORA
928 4th St. , Ste. B
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-0020

CATERING - FOOD VENDOR

COUNTRY ROADS COFFEE
Brandon Turcios
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 480-0387

ESPANA’S SOUTHWEST BAR & 
GRILL & CATERING
1460 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4041

J&M MINI PANCAKES
JUAN PEREZ
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 306-2102

J.T’S SUPER HOT 
HOTSAUCE SHOP
JOHN TERRAZAS
1435 W. ‘I’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 315-4323

CHOCOLATIER 

NANA STEPH’S DELIGHTS 
STEPHANIE KUSAYANAGI
DEES
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 643-1092

CHURCH

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - PAULINE SCOLES
250 W. Adams Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2474

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR

TRIANGLE ROCK PRODUCTS
22101 W. Sunset Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5066

CONTRACTORS  
& AIR CONDITIONING

ALL AMERICAN PLUMBING, 
HEATING, AIR & SOLAR
P.O Box 364
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-7400

CEN-CAL AIR INC.
821 4th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8058

YOUNG’S AIR CONDITIONING
25 W ‘G’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4807

CONTRACTOR  
ELECTRICAL

ANTHONY GOMES ELECTRIC 
SVC.
P.O Box 2459
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2444
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CONTRACTORS-GENERAL

PLATINUM BUILDERS & 
ASSOCIATES
DBA: BRM CONSTRUCTION
BOBBY MARTINEZ
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 608-9368

FARIAS CONSTRUCTION, INC
P.O Box 848
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-1135

REGALADOS CONSTRUCTION 
INC. - RAMIRO REGALADO
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 233-0434

CONTRACTORS-PAINTING

AJ PAINTING
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-6340

COPY, PRINTING  
& SHIPPING - SERVICE

COPY SHIPPING SOLUTIONS
1017 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2828

COUNSELING SERVICE 
RECOVERY PROGRAMS

 
MARY JEAN WHITEHURST 
M.S.C
20078 Cardoza Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-1979

DJ SERVICE

ABEL’S D.J SERVICE 
ABELARDO B.VILLEGAS
Los Banos, CA 93635
(559) 303-0155

ELDERLY CARE 

VALLEY SPRING MEMORY CARE 
555 Miller Ln. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4783

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

WORKNET  
800 7th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-6140

ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES

ALL AMERICAN MOBILE 
GAMING 
EFRAIN MORALES
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 675-6603

FESTIVAL ORGANIZERS 

CALIFORNIA GARLIC FESTIVAL
HEATHER CHAMBERS
P.O Box 340
French Camp, CA 95231
(916) 370-3647

FINANCIAL SERVICES-
BANKING

MECHANICS BANK 
601 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2723

MERCED SCHOOL EMPLOYEES 
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
1450 S. Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-8010

FIREWORKS VENDORS

TNT FIREWORKS
2945 S. Elm Ave.
Fresno, CA 93706
(559) 252-5391

FOOD PROCESSING

INGOMAR PACKING CO.
P.O Box 1448
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-9494

KAGOME FOODS, INC.
333 Johnson Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8850

LOS BANOS ABATTOIR CO.
1312 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2212

MORNING STAR PACKING CO.
13448 S. Volta Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8000

RYAN-PARREIRA ALMOND CO.
RPAC. LLC
21490 S. Ortigalita Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0272

FOOD & GAS MARKET

ARCO AM/PM LOS BANOS
#83466
1550 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-1623

ARCO AMPM LOS BANOS
#83945
2027 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2482

FRESH FILL PACHECO 
CHEVRON
1164 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4115

FUNERAL SERVICES

WHITEHURST FUNERAL 
CHAPEL
16524 Center Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4242

GOVERNMENT

MERCED COUNTY 
ASSOCIATION
OF GOVERNMENTS 
369 W. 18th St.
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 723-3153 x:119

GYMS - FITNESS

BODYLUX PILATES
AMELIA TOSCANO 
1350 E. Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 617-1043

FUSHIA FIT STUDIOS 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 777-2232

LOS BANOS FITNESS 
& RACQUET CLUB
1520 Racquet Club Dr.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6011

PLANET FITNESS 
2240 E. Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-8584

POSITIVE CHANGES 
DONNA MENDES
1001 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0800

HANDYMAN SERVICES

VALLEY HANDYMAN SERVICES
JESSE
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-8074

HAROBED SERVICE 

STACK’D LLC. 
HAROBED & RETRIEVING 
15976 Evans Ave. 
Dos Palos, CA 93620
(209) 769-5483

HEALTH & BEAUTY 

AGE DEYING MEDISPA
DEBBIE PERRY 
311 West ‘I’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8200

HEALTH FOODS/ 
SUPPLEMENTS

HEALTH TIME 
940 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8503

TRINI’S HEALTH FOODS
MIKE REGALADO 
1341 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-1927

HEALTH SERVICES - CLINIC

FAMILY HEALTH 
MEDICAL CENTER
1045 5th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-4747

LOS BANOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP LISTING
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GOLDEN VALLEY HEALTH 
CENTERS
AMY COLLIER CARROLL
1200 Scenic Dr.
Suite 200
Modesto, CA 95350
(209) 617-3832

HEALTH SERVICES 
CONSULTING

CARES CONSULTING
DR. NIKKO DA PAZ
245 ‘H’ St. , Ste. 1
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-8774

HEALTH SERVICES  
HOSPITAL

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL LOS 
BANOS - SUTTER HEALTH 
520 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0591

HEALTH SERVICES  
OPTOMETRIST

TRAJAN J. SOARES O.D
ADVANCED EYECARE ASSOC. 
1028 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1434

HEALTH SERVICES  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

SPORT & REHAB 
PHYSICAL THERAPY
312 W. ‘J’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-6178

HEALTH SERVICES 
SENIOR CARE

WESTSIDE ELDERLY CARE
656 Santa Barbara Dr.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-5140

HOME DECOR-GIFTS,  
FURNITURE

CASA DE TALAVERA
EMILI DE TALAVERA
MEXICAN POTTERY 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(510) 915-5203

LAURA C GRANADOS
BOW’S & GIRLS ACCESSORIES 
Madera, CA 93637
(559) 514-9640

STRANDS OF SUNSHINE
AURORA WILEY
(209) 519-7846

THE B EXCHANGE
Tabatha Craig 
(408) 505-1792

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CENTERS - CONCRETE

TRIANGLE ROCK PRODUCTS
22101 W. Sunset Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5066

HOME REPAIR

SORENSON’S ACE HARDWARE 
402 Washington St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2001

HOTELS, MOTELS & INN’S

AMERICAS BEST VALUE INN
330 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5002

HOTEL MISSION DE ORO
13070 S. Hwy 33
Santa Nella, CA 95322
(209) 826-4444

LOS BANOS MOTEL, INC.
2509 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2700

DOG WALKER

I LOVE WALKING DOGS
BLANCHE JORGE 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 619-9090

INSURANCE

FARMERS INSURANCE
DAVID GOULD
1048 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0152

NEW YORK LIFE 
IVAN MONTELONGO 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 981-6561

STATE FARM INSURANCE
JOE GUTIERREZ
964 ‘J’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0137

WESTERN VALLEY INSURANCE 
ASSOCIATES
810 W. ‘K’ St. , Ste. A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5667

WINTON-IRELAND, 
STROM & GREEN
627 E. Canal Dr.
Turlock, CA 95381
(209) 667-0995

JANITORIAL

J.W. PROFESSIONAL 
JANITORIAL SERVICE
215 Las Palmas St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 873-0507

JEWELERS

PEARSON’S JEWELERS 
928 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1026

LEGAL SERVICES

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 
LEGAL SERVICES
JUDITH LOGAN
445 ‘I’ St. , # A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-6046

GERMINO, AMARAL & JORDAN
303 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5024

LIBRARY

LOS BANOS LIBRARY
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY  
1312 S.7th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5254

MERCED COUNTY LIBRARY
2100 ‘O’ St.
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 385-7485

MARTIAL ARTS 

LOS BANOS MARTIAL ARTS LLC.
1561 W. Pacheco Blvd. , Ste. A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 620-0252

MEDICAL GROUP

APEX MEDICAL GROUP 
311 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2222

MESSAGE THERAPY 

HEALING HANDS MASSAGE 
GENNETTE ZAMORA 
928 4th St. 
Ste. A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 769-1407

MJ MASSAGE & SPA
MIKI NUHULU
933 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 685-9355

MINISTRIES

HOLY FIRE GLOBAL MINISTRIES
JOHN BELL
1250 Overland Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 270-0501

VICTORY OUTREACH
JAMES VINYARD
80 W. ‘G’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 665-6169

MOBILE FOOD /  
BEVERAGE SERVICE

CASA DE CHURROS 
COSTA ROMERO 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 876-8269
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MUSEUM

MILLIKEN MUSEUM SOCIETY
DAN NELSON
P.O Box 2294
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5505

MUSIC STORE

CRESCENDO CORNER MUSIC 
CENTER - DALLAS RODNEY
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 600-2818

NEWSPAPERS /  
PHONE BOOKS

WESTSIDE EXPRESS PAPER
P.O Box 2444 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-3831

VALLEY YELLOW PAGES
BARRY COLLINS
1850 N. Gateway Blvd.
Fresno, CA 93727-1600
(559) 251-8888

NURSING FACILITY

LOS BANOS POST ACUTE
931 Idaho Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0790

NUTRITION 

BABY’S NUTRITION 
30 W. ‘G’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 485-6399

NOTARY SERVICES

MOBILE NOTARY PUBLIC 
JERRY LUDWIG KNOESTER
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 769-6965

OFFICE SUPPLIES & 
EQUIPMENT

OFFICE SUPPLY EXPRESS
1017 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8751

PET CARE

FOUR PAWS PET HOTEL
STEPHANIE LIPPOLD
500 ‘H’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4420

PEST CONTROL

CLARK PEST CONTROL
1370 E. Merced Ave.
Merced, CA 95348
(209) 205-9640

PHOTOGRAPHY 

H.O.P.E PHOTOGRAPHY LLC 
LACEY RECINOS 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 603-1460

PLUMBING

A PLUS PLUMBING, LLC
TRINTEN CORDEIRO 
501 Fourth St.
Gustine, CA 95322
(209) 854-1800

PUBLIC UTILITY &  
ENVIRONMENT

PENINSULA CLEAN ENERGY
2075 Woodside Rd. 
Redwood City, CA 94061
(866) 966-0110

RADIO STATIONS

KQLB - KLBS
401 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0578

REAL ESTATE - AGENTS

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES
CHRISTINE KINSLEY
1209 S. 6th St. , Ste. B
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 631-4049

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME 
SERVICES
NANCY SOARES
1209 S. 6th St. , Ste. B
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-0234

CENTURY 21 SELECT 
GENEVA BRETT
1155 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-0573

CENTURY 21 SELECT 
MARIA PINA
1155 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-7613

CENTURY 21 SELECT
SANDIE SILVA
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 675-1296

KELLER WILLIAMS 
PROPERTY TEAM 
MOE JAWAD 
245 ‘H’ St. , Ste. #2 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 201-5839

KELLER WILLIAMS 
PROPERTY TEAM 
MONICA ESCAMILLA- SOELLER 
245 ‘H’ St.,  Ste. #2 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(559) 380-6318

ROSA M KINDRED-WINZER, 
REALTOR
Merced, CA 95348
(209) 777-0986

REAL ESTATE  
DEVELOPERS

ANDERSON HOMES 
P.O Box 1237
Lodi, CA 95241
(209) 367-7600

STONEFIELD HOME INC.
923 E. Pacheco Blvd. , Ste. C
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6200

REAL ESTATE - ESCROW/
TITLE COMPANY

TRANSCOUNTY TITLE
265 Mercey Springs Rd. , Ste. K
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0804

REAL ESTATE - MULTIPLE 
LISTINGS

METROLIST SERVICES
1164 W. National Dr. , Ste. 60
Sacramento, CA 95834
(888) 898-9788

REAL ESTATE OFFICES

ALDINA REAL ESTATE CO.
ALDINA
242 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA  93635
(209) 826-7777

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME 
SERVICES
1209 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4924

BLOSSOM VALLEY REALTY
J.R. SOUZA
524 Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1600

COLDWELL BANKER
KALJIAN & ASSOCIATES
645 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1826

FREEDOM WEST 
REAL ESTATE GROUP
210 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6941

PMZ REAL ESTATE
JAN-ETTE BOYD
1415 Badger Flat Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 675-3634 Mobile
(209) 826-1100 Office 

WESTHILL REAL ESTATE
963 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2066

REAL ESTATE PROJECT 
CONSULTANT

ANTHONY R. WHITEHURST 
CONSULTING
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4001
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REAL ESTATE RENTALS - 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

BORELLI REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES
935 ‘I’ St. , Ste. F
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 485-9273

CENTRAL VALLEY APARTMENTS
1130 ‘D’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-9270

GERBI ENTERPRISES
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-6000

LOS BANOS PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES
645 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-5680

WESTHILL PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT
963 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-9000

WOLFSEN PROPERTIES
LARRY WOLFSEN
2301 Mission St. , Ste. C2
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 915-1821

RECREATION - VEHICLE 
SALES & SERVICE

TOSCANO R.V CENTER
2531 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2488

RECYCLING

A&S METALS OF LOS BANOS
2510 Technology Dr.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-1943

RESTAURANTS

BLACK BEAR DINER
955 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2616

DENNY’S #8075
1491 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(510) 490-9717

ESPANA’S SOUTHWEST 
BAR AND GRILL 
1460 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4041

IHOP 
1315 W. Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 697-2008

ITALIA COFFEE & BISTRO
947 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 489-1677

M&M ITALIAN RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE
400 Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-1666

EL POLLO LOCO 
1470 Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 737-0130

RARE EARTH COFFEE
DANIEL HERRERA
2510 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(350) 225-8149

WENDY’S 
503 Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 577-6690

WOOL GROWERS RESTAURANT
609 H. St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4593

ROCKERY 

TRIANGLE ROCK PRODUCTS
22101 W. Sunset Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5066

ROOFING

LOS BANOS ROOFING 
ISIS RODRIGUEZ
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-7681

SECURITY/INVESTIGATIONS

CRAIG & CRAIG SECURITY INC.
KEVIN E. CRAIG
1350 E. Pacheco Blvd. 
Ste. B-169
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1157

SCHOOLS

LOS BANOS UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
1717 S. 11th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3801

MERCED COLLEGE 
LOS BANOS
22240 Hwy. 152
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 381-6412

MERCED COUNTY OFFICE 
OF EDUCATION
632 W. 13th St.
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 381-6600

OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL
1625 Center Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2709

SUPERMARKETS

LA MORENITA TORTILLERIA
705 W. H St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2916

TRANSPORTATION SERVICE

FRUGAL LOGISTICS 
P.O Box 871
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-6700

THE BUS & RWA 
MERCED COUNTY ASSOCIATION
OF GOVERNMENTS 
369 W. 18th St. 
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 723-3153 x:119

TRAVEL

DREAM VACATIONS A
CRUISEONE COMPANY
GOMES TRAVEL PLANNERS 
848 6th St. , Ste. 1
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2584

TRUCK DRIVING SCHOOL

MID VALLEY TRUCK SCHOOL
Veronica Santana 
531 Mercy Springs Rd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-5622

UTILITIES

MID VALLEY DISPOSAL 
502 ‘I’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 270-5100

PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC
940 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 726-6453

WIRELESS SERVICE  
PROVIDERS

SPACETEL LLC.
GABRIELA BRIZUELA
1313 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5009

WATER TREATMENT

MCGUIRE BOTTLED WATER
45 W. ‘G’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5009

LOS BANOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP LISTING

LOS BANOS 
CHAMBER

932 6th Street
Los Banos, CA 936356
Phone: (209) 826-2495
Email: LBCOFC@Comcast.net
Website: LosBanos.com

of Commerce
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• COMPLETE ADULT/ 
CHILDREN’S VISION  
CARE

• DIAGNOSIS &  
TREATMENT OF EYE 
DISEASE

• LASIK AND CATARACT 
SURGERY CONSULTATION 
AND CO-MANAGEMENT

• LARGE SELECTION OF 
GLASSES AND CONTACT 
LENSES

1028 6th Street, Los Banos, CA 93635

209-826-1434
fax 209-826-8375
www.drsoaresvisionsource.com
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1664 Dolomite Drive | (209) 269-6677

 Five floorplans with 3-5 bedrooms and 2-3 bathrooms
 3-car garage and multi-generational living options
 Near Target with Fresh Grocery, Walmart, Starbucks, 

The Habit Burger Grill, and more
 Easy and close access to Highway 152
 No HOA fees

Questions: Call Publisher, Gene Lieb at  
(209) 704-3831

To subscribe send a check for $52 to:
THE WESTSIDE EXPRESS
PO Box 2422 | Los Banos, CA 93635

Stay informed and up to date on local news,  
sports and community events in Los Banos, 
Dos Palos, Firebaugh and Santa Nella by  
subscribing to The Westside Express newspaper.

For only $1 a week ($52 annually)
The Express will be US Mailed to  
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Please help ensure that local journalism survives in our  
communities by subscribing and advertising in 
The Westside Express, an adjudicated newspaper of 
general circulation in Merced County.
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MADE THE 
PLAYOFFS
TIGERS DEFEAT 
CERES, BUT 
LOSE TO PLACER

SEE PAGE B1

$1 MILLION TO 
BALLPARK FOR 
RENOVATIONS

PLAY 
BALL!

SEE PAGE A2

 SPRING INTO YOUR DREAM HOME 
WITH INCREDIBLE DEALS

INCREDIBLE INCENTIVES ON SELECT MOVE-IN HOMES

BY CAMRYN CARPENTER
The Westside Express

The Dos Palos D.E.S. As-
sociation will celebrate its 
annual “Festa do Divino Es-
pírito Santo” on May 24 and 
May 25.

The D.E.S. Association’s 
Secretary-Treasurer Bob 
Bertao outlined the schedule 
of  events for the weekend’s 
festivities.

The festivities will be-
gin at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
with the traditional Bodo de 
Leite, a parade featuring his-
torical wooden carts pulled 
by oxen and accompanied 
by men singing traditional 
Azorean songs.

The blessing of  animals 
and the distribution of  Por-
tuguese sweetbread and milk 

will follow. An auction of  
donated cattle will be held 
at the D.E.S. Hall, with ribs 
served for lunch afterward.

On Sunday, a procession 
will depart the D.E.S. Hall 
at 10 a.m., making its way to 
Sacred Heart Church for an 
11 a.m. Mass and the coro-
nation of  this year’s queen. 
Father Antonio Silveira will 
preside over the Mass and 
sermon.

Following the service, the 
procession will return to the 
D.E.S. Hall for a traditional
lunch of  sopas, served free
of  charge. An auction of  do-
nated goods will be held im-
mediately after lunch.

A Rosary in honor of  the 
Divine Holy Spirit will be re-

Dos Palos D.E.S. Association 
to host annual Festa

BY DAVID BORBOA
The Westside Express

It was a day of  celebration 
as the community of  Dos 
Palos marked the comple-
tion of  three major proj-
ects—all right next to each 
other.

During the morning of  
Wednesday, May 14, before 
well over 100 people, rib-
bon cuttings were held to 
celebrate the new Lorraine 
Street Bridge, the brand-new 
Jerry O’Banion Library and 
the much-needed renovation 
of  Del Hale Hall.

“Absolutely gorgeous,” is 
the way Merced County’s 

head librarian Amy Taylor 
described the state-of-the-art 
library, named after the late 
O’Banion, who served Dos 
Palos and the Westside of  
the county for 28 years as a 
county supervisor.

“It is so wonderful how 
it turned out,” said Taylor, 
one of  many government of-
ficials who came out for the 
occasion.

The 3,500 square foot li-
brary has 15,000 book titles 
to choose from. 

Brand new computers 
have been installed, and 
Taylor said there are chil-
dren’s computers available 

with “learning games” and 
no internet.

Taylor added that like the 
old downtown library, the 
new facility will be open 20 
hours a week on Wednes-
days, Fridays, and Satur-
days.

“I have put in a request 
to increase the hours,” she 
explained. “It has not been 
approved yet. Our goal is to 
have the new library open 
five days a week.”

Taylor also said that 
O’Banion, throughout his 
tenure, was a strong sup-

New Jerry O’Banion Library dedicated in Dos Palos

Gene Lieb/The Express

Dollie O’Banion, center, wife of the late Jerry O’Banion, cuts the ribbon surrounded by her 
family. 

Left to right: Kasey Silveira, Katelynn Oliveira (Queen) and 
Sidney Silveira.

Submitted photo.

Members and leaders of Los Banos Boy Scout Troop 85 pose for a photo. 

 Left to right: Ivy Silveira, Ava Lima (Junior Queen) and 
Aubree Batchelor.

BY JAVIER POWELL
The Westside Express                                                   

During its May 14 meet-
ing, the Los Banos Planning 
Commission reviewed the 
design of the planned tiny 
homes project, reviewed the 
design of the next 26 homes 
in the Villages subdivision 
and held a public hearing on 
the extension of the Villages 
at Stonecreek IV develop-
ment agreement.

Chair Gregory Hicks was 
absent. Vice-Chair Rob Rob-

inson lead the bare quorum 
of commissioners William 
McBride and Steven Nunes. 
District One’s commission 
spot is vacant until district 
one’s council member is 
elected. “This is my first time 
sitting in this chair,” Robin-
son said in his report. 

The One Tree housing 
project, informally known 
as the “tiny homes project,” 
went through its design re-
view study session. During 
the session the commission 

can only give landscaping, 
architecture and lighting 
feedback. 

Los Banos Assistant Plan-
ner Justin Ragunton report-
ed that this affordable hous-
ing project for the homeless 
will have 58 modular units, 
a community center, a game 
room, a laundry room and 
an office. The sizes of homes 
will range from 374 to 863 
square feet. For families 
there will be four three-bed-
room tiny homes and four 

two-bedroom tiny homes. 
Located at the dead end 

of Gilbert Gonzalez Drive 
(south of Pacheco Boulevard 
and west of Ward Road), 
the homes will be arranged 
around a central triangular 
driveway. The center of the 
driveway will be where most 
tiny homes are arranged, 
with some on the west and 
north edge of the property. 
Each tiny home will have a 

BY SHAWN PINTOR-DAY
The Westside Express

Few clubs have been as 
important to modern child 
development as Scouting 
America, formerly known 
as the Boy Scouts of  Amer-

ica. For as long as kids have 
loved running barefoot 
through nature, Scout pro-
grams all across the coun-
try have helped them grow 
into healthy and capable 
adults.

This year marks a very 

special anniversary for Los 
Banos’ young explorers, 
as 2025 denotes the Cub 
Scout’s 100th year as a part 
of  the county.

Though the Scout pro-
gram has lived to see the 
digital age, its expedi-

tions and traditions plunge 
young travelers into the 
forests and wild hillsides of  
the Valley. In order to keep 
the nostalgia and excite-
ment of  camping alive, the 

Tiny homes project gets feedback from 
Los Banos planning commissioners

LB Scouts turn 100

SEE SCOUTS, PAGE A8

SEE LIBRARY, PAGE A5

SEE PLANNING, PAGE A5

SEE FESTA, PAGE A8
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Contact us for Roll-Off, Compactor, and Rent-A-Bin Services

midvalleydisposal.com (559) 567-0550

Contact us for Roll-Off, Compactor, and Rent-A-Bin Services

midvalleydisposal.com (559) 567-0550

Contact us for Roll-Off, Compactor, and Rent-A-Bin Services

midvalleydisposal.com (559) 567-0550

Contact us for Roll-Off, Compactor, 
and Rent-A-Bin Services

MKT9323-1856/0625

Come in and talk with us

Los Banos Branch
601 I Street, Los Banos

209.826.2723 

mechanicsbank.com

Safe.Sound.Secure. 
Pick any 3.
Our highest priority has always been keeping our clients’ deposits safe. And after 
120 years, we’ve gotten really good at it. We help our clients conquer today’s 
challenges and plan for the next century of opportunities. How can we help you?

SANTOS FORD
PARTS/SERVICE/BODYSHOP 

617 West Pacheco Blvd., Los Banos
209-826-4921 | www.santosford.net

SHOWROOM:
Open Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Parts and Service Departments and Bodyshop
Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Los Banos Chevron
1009 E. Pacheco Blvd., Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 827-9480
Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day Since 1995

Toscano RV Center, 2531 E. Pacheco Blvd.,
Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2488
www.toscanorv.com
Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sun 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Since 1967

Henry Flores
General Manager

Jeff Sousa
Service Manager

Bobby Sousa
Service Manager

Marion Santos
Owner

Favorite Boss 2014

LeAne
Santos-Sousa
Of� ce Manager

TOSCANO RV CENTER
• Durango
• Sunseeker
• EVO
• Rockwood
• Genesis

• Airstream
• Lance
• Spirit
• Cougar

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE CENTER
Santos Ford is the leader in Central California for your Business and 
Municipal needs. We are you complete, local commercial dealership! 

Come see Fleet Manager Chris Laveglia for all your work 
vehicles available and ready to go.

Michael Santos
General Manager

Marion Santos
Dealer Principal
Favorite Boss

JR Santos
Service Manager

Gavino Villa
Parts and Service 

Director

RV's Cost Less In Los Banos!

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR NEW AND USED CAR SALES - FULL 
SERVICE CAR AND TRUCK REPAIRS - WELL STOCKED PARTS 
DEPARTMENT - OUR BODYSHOP WORKS ON ALL MAKES AND 

MODELS! - FRIENDLY SERVICE EVERY TIME

Your 
Local 
Home 

Lending 
Advisor
Northpointe offers 
stand-out loan options 
to fit your specific needs, 
whether that's a low 
down payment, a full scale 
home renovation, or 
something in between.
Connect with me to get 
started today!

Tara 
Gallichio
Loan Officer 

NMLS# 453248

 209-509-3511 
tara.gallichio@northpointe.com 
northpointe.com/tara-gallichio

All loans are subject to credit review and approval. This is not a 
commitment to lend. Other terms and conditions may apply. Not all 
loan programs available in all states. 

Member  
FDIC
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645 E. Pacheco Blvd.,  

Los Banos

www.losbanosrealestate.com

Are you Happy with your Property 

Management Company?
• Locally Owned & Operated • Superior Management

• Preventive Maintenance Inspections • Affordable Rates

• Effective Marketing • Thorough Credit/Background Checks

645 E. Pacheco Blvd. Los Banos CA 93635

Office: 209-710-5680 

• Over 45 Years of Experience

• Available 7 Days a Week

• Locally Owned and Operated

• Hablamos Español

Independently owned & operated

LOS BANOS PROPERTY  

MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Email propertymgtlosbanos@gmail.com 

www.losbanospropertymgtservices.com
CalDRE #01426297

CalDRE #01426298

645 E. Pacheco  

Blvd.
Los Banos  
(209) 826-8864
CalDRE #00528796

Thomas E. Kaljian

(209) 769-8091
Owner/Broker

CalDRE#00528796

Jarrett Sagouspe

(209) 769-7562
Realtor

CalDRE#01731872

DJ Vala

(209) 803-8039
Realtor

CalDRE#01456703

www.losbanoscommercialrealestate.com

T. Kaljian
R e a l  E s t a t e

Call us for commercial, multi-family 
investment development and farm land.

If you have a real estate question,  
call us for the answer.

(209) 826-1826(209) 826-1826
or (800) 788-8632or (800) 788-8632

Diego Velasquez
Realtor  

(209) 704-2570
Hablo Espanol

CalDRE#02102488

Kim Ribeiro
Broker Associate

(209) 769-0696
CalDRE#01075644

Norma Munoz
Realtor  

(209) 675-5353 
CalDRE#01818704

Leticia Moreno 
Realtor

(209) 519-7792 
American Sign Language 

CalDRE# 02144775

Lena Marshall
Realtor 

(209) 761-3441
CalDRE#01418100

Daniela Guilford
Realtor

(209) 675-4880
Hablo Espanol

CalDRE# 02156204

Jennifer Villada 
Manager/Realtor

(209) 737-6047
Hablo Espanol

CalDRE#02067713

Theresa Bartholomew
Realtor 

(209) 704-0821

CalDRE#01039974

Rita Calderon

Realtor 

(209) 509-9192

CalDRE#01708941

If you are interested in becoming a real estate 

agent, we can help! If you already have your 

license and are looking for a great place to work, 

call us today and ask for Jennifer.

645 E. Pacheco Blvd., Los Banos • www.losbanosrealestate.com (209) 826-1826 or (800) 788-8632

Are you Happy with your Property Management Company?
• Locally Owned & Operated • Superior Management • Preventive Maintenance Inspections • Affordable Rates

645 E. Pacheco Blvd. Los Banos CA 93635 • 209-710-5680 

Call us for commercial, multi-family investment
development and farm land.
If you have a real estate question, call us for the answer.

645 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos (209) 826-8864
CalDRE #00528796

Thomas E. Kaljian
(209) 769-8091

Owner/Broker
CalDRE#00528796

Jarrett Sagouspe
(209) 769-7562

Realtor
CalDRE#01731872

DJ Vala
(209) 803-8039

Realtor
CalDRE#01456703

• Over 45 Years of Experience
• Available 7 Days a Week
• Locally Owned and Operated
• Hablamos Español

LOS BANOS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Independently owned & operated

If you are interested  
in becoming a real 
estate agent, we 
can help! If you 

already have your 
license and are 

looking for a great 
place to work, call 
us today and ask  

for Jennifer.

www.losbanoscommercialrealestate.com

Email propertymanager@losbanosrealestate.com • www.losbanospropertymgtservices.com
CalDRE #01426297

CalDRE #01426298

T. Kaljian
R e a l  E s t a t e

645 E. Pacheco Blvd., Los Banos • www.losbanosrealestate.com (209) 826-1826 or (800) 788-8632

Are you Happy with your Property Management Company?
• Locally Owned & Operated • Superior Management • Preventive Maintenance Inspections • Affordable Rates

645 E. Pacheco Blvd. Los Banos CA 93635 • 209-710-5680 

Call us for commercial, multi-family investment
development and farm land.
If you have a real estate question, call us for the answer.

645 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos (209) 826-8864
CalDRE #00528796

Thomas E. Kaljian
(209) 769-8091

Owner/Broker
CalDRE#00528796

Jarrett Sagouspe
(209) 769-7562

Realtor
CalDRE#01731872

DJ Vala
(209) 803-8039

Realtor
CalDRE#01456703

• Over 45 Years of Experience
• Available 7 Days a Week
• Locally Owned and Operated
• Hablamos Español

LOS BANOS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Independently owned & operated

If you are interested  
in becoming a real 
estate agent, we 
can help! If you 

already have your 
license and are 

looking for a great 
place to work, call 
us today and ask  

for Jennifer.

www.losbanoscommercialrealestate.com

Email propertymanager@losbanosrealestate.com • www.losbanospropertymgtservices.com
CalDRE #01426297

CalDRE #01426298

T. Kaljian
R e a l  E s t a t e

Jennifer Villada 
Manager/Realtor
(209) 737-6047
Hablo Español

CalDRE#02067713

Lorena Araujo 
Realtor 

(408) 561-0822 
Hablo Español 

CalDRE#02232407

Theresa Bartholomew
Realtor 

(209) 704-0821
CalDRE#01039974

Norma Bates
Realtor  

(209) 675-5353 
CalDRE#01818704

Rita Calderon
Realtor 

(209) 509-9192
CalDRE#01708941

Hector Escobedo
Realtor  

(209) 580-9086
Hablo Español

CalDRE#1818720

Lena Marshall
Realtor 

(209) 761-3441
CalDRE#01418100

Leticia Moreno 
Realtor

(209) 519-7792 
American Sign Language 
CalDRE# 02144775

Kim Ribeiro
Broker Associate
(209) 769-0696

CalDRE#01075644

CalDRE #01426298

(209) 826-1826 or (800) 788-8632(209) 826-1826 or (800) 788-8632

Los Banos Magazine 2025.indd   64Los Banos Magazine 2025.indd   64 6/14/2025   6:13:24 AM6/14/2025   6:13:24 AM


