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OFFICE SUPPLY AND CUSTOM PRINTING HEADQUARTERS
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• Office Furniture 
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FREE DELIVERY
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(209) 826-8751(209) 826-8751
0SE Fax (209) 826-97790SE Fax (209) 826-9779
www.oselosbanos.com
order@osecss.com

Call For Appointment @ose_losbanos Office Supply Express
@copyshippingsolutions Copy Shipping Solutions
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Robert Huddleston, a member of the Los Banos Arts 
Council, demonstrates how to use a pottery wheel during 
the Fall Membership Appreciation event held in October. 

The Life In Los Banos magazine is an annual publication. For 
those interested in being included in the 2024 edition, please call 
Publisher, Gene Lieb at (209) 704-3831

PHOTO BY GENE LIEB/ glieb@TheWestsideExpress.com

On the cover: Capturing the natural splendor of Los Banos, this stunning 
photograph by renowned photographer Gene Lieb features a picturesque duck 
gracefully swimming in one of the wildlife’s pristine bodies of water. Los Banos 
boasts a diverse range of wildlife, providing visitors with an unparalleled 
opportunity to witness the beauty of nature firsthand. We invite you to 
experience the captivating allure of Los Banos’ wildlife during your visit.
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By Mike Neu
PASTOR, ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Since the mid-1960s, the SonRise 
Easter Service has been a Los 
Banos tradition. Hosted by St. 

John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
since the inception of the service, it is 
an ecumenical celebration of the resur-
rection of Christ Jesus.

� e inaugural service was held in 
Pacheco Park but was moved the fol-
lowing year to the shores of O’Neill 
Forebay, across Highway 152 from San 
Luis Reservoir. � e celebration is held 
annually to the le�  of the boat ramp, 
next to one of the day use picnic areas. 
Scattered trees and the forebay itself 
form a backdrop, as the sun rises over 
the distant Sierras, re� ecting o�  the 
water through the trees.

� e SonRise Service, as St. John’s 
calls it, includes several ministers from 
other Los Banos-area churches. In the 
past, clerical participants came from 
First Baptist, Calvary Baptist, United 
Methodist, St. Alban’s Anglican and 
Crossroads, among others.

An o� ering is collected as part of the 
service, 100 percent of which is donated 
to a local charity. Last year, $300 was 
provided to support the Feed the Need 
program run by Los Banos Rotary 
Club. 

� e entire community is invited to 
attend the service, regardless of your 
church home or lack thereof. St. John’s 
provides some folding chairs, but many 
arrive with their own chairs, not to 
mention blankets. Early spring morn-
ings can be chilly and a challenge for 
the musicians to stay in tune!

� e San Luis SRA management 
has been generous in recent years to 

A Los Banos Easter tradition 
for more than a half-century

The Los Banos Sonrise Serivice in 
1967, one of the fi rst such services 
held at the O’Neil Forebay.

accommodate this event, including 
providing free parking passes good 
for the duration of the service only. 

While the service went on hiatus 
in 2020 due to the pandemic, the 
State Park made contact in 2021 to 
� nd out if St. John’s would resume 
the tradition. � e service resumed its 
place in Los Banos lore.

Plans are to continue this year, 
pending permission from the State 
Park. � e gates open to the Forebay 
at 6 a.m., with the service starting at 
6:30. Keep an eye for announcements 
in the Westside Express concerning 
scheduling and pass availability.

The entire 
community is 

invited to attend 
the service, 

regardless of 
your church 
home or lack 

thereof. 
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By Diana Ingram

Welcome. I am very glad you 
are here. Let me introduce 
myself. I am the spirit of Los 

Banos, a warm and welcoming place.
Los Banos is over 100 years old, 

mature, with a fine history, but also 
keeping up with the times. Just about 
anything you may need you will find 
here.

Los Banos is centrally located - at the 
crossroads of California, on Highway 
152 between Interstate 5 and Highway 
152. It’s just a short drive from Los Ba-
nos to many and varied spots of inter-
est, including the Bay Area, Yosemite, 
San Juan Batista and Monterey.

If you visit the city’s downtown 
area, you will see it has many original 
buildings and is a repository of history. 
Visit the Milliken Museum on Pacheco 
Boulevard, and you will know the city’s 
roots are deep.

Los Banos is filled with traditions 
that you can enjoy and adopt as your 
own, including downtown street fairs 
where you can stroll, eat, talk and shop.  
Los Banos annually hosts the Merced 
County Spring Fair, a Tomato Festival, 
and parades for May Day, Veteran’s 
Day and Christmas. Who doesn’t love 
a parade?

The Ted Falasco Arts Center near 
downtown Los Banos offers a host of 
wonderful concerts and other enter-
tainments throughout the year.

Los Banos is a place where cows 
and lambs graze in some fields, while 
cotton, tomatoes and alfalfa grow in 
others. Here is an opportunity to stop 
and smell the roses.

Los Banos is also multicultural. 
People from Germany, Italy, Portugal, 
Mexico and Spain came here many 
years ago and have incorporated their 
charm, culture, and unique history 
within the city, which makes it a rich 
and varied place to call home.

Welcome to Los Banos! 

A historical photo of the corner of J and Sixth streets.

A recent look at the corner of J and Sixth streets.

Los Banos also has all the conveniences 
you may want with a variety of shopping 
options, markets, pharmacies, car lots, 
gas stations, doctors, veterinarians and 
a fine community hospital. The city also 
has community-oriented police and fire 
departments, and a warm and much-loved 
library. 

Schools in Los Banos develop success-
ful students. Children’s and youth sports 
programs here are well loved and well sup-
ported. The city has many well maintained 
parks, and the active Parks and Recreation 
Department offers a wide variety of pro-
grams supported by the community.

The nearby wetlands and wildlife 
refuges are rare treasures right in the city’s 

Schools in  
Los Banos 

develop successful 
students. 

Children’s and 
youth sports 

programs 
here are well 

loved and well 
supported. 
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backyard. Here you will � nd 
a sanctuary where you can 
enter another world. 

� e nearby San Luis 
Reservoir and Forebay o� er a 
great place to take your boat, 
� sh or just daydream. � e 
city also has trails for you to 
walk and canals � lled with 
native ducks to help you re-
lax. If you have a small plane, 
the city has a well maintained 
airport

Hungry? Los Banos 
will keep you well fed. It is 
home to two restaurants 
that have been well known 
for many decades: Wool-
grower’s Basque Restaurant 
with  family-style meals and 
Espana’s Southwestern Bar 
and Grill at the Canal Farm 
historical site where Henry 

Miller began the May Day 
tradition.

� e city’s other restau-
rants o� er many di� erent 
types of cuisine, including 
Mexican, Chinese, Japanese 
and Italian, to name a few. In 
downtown Los Banos there 
is an original old-time soda 
fountain that serves the best 
milkshakes you have ever 
tasted.

� ere is something for 
everyone, including service 
clubs that will feed your 
love of giving back. And 
of course, there are a wide 
variety of churches that can 
� ll your spirit.

Los Banos will provide all 
the activity you may want 
and will also let you unwind 
and feel at home. � e hous-

The city of Los Banos installed poles for a downtown banner at the 
intersection of Sixth and J streets.

• COMPLETE ADULT/ 
CHILDREN’S VISION  
CARE

• DIAGNOSIS &  
TREATMENT OF EYE 
DISEASE

• LASIK AND CATARACT 
SURGERY CONSULTATION 
AND CO-MANAGEMENT

• LARGE SELECTION OF 
GLASSES AND CONTACT 
LENSES

1028 6th Street, Los Banos, CA 93635

209-826-1434
fax 209-826-8375
www.drsoaresvisionsource.com
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ing market is vitally alive, o� ering many 
new developments to suit your taste. In 
Los Banos you’ll be buying a home with 
a lifestyle that will embrace you.

People who have lived here for 
decades or for months say they have 
not only a home but a hometown. Once 
again, welcome to Los Banos.
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By Kirsten Areias
RETIRED LOS BANOS FARMER

At the 1978 Future Farmers of America 
Convention, Paul Harvey delivered a 
speech that has stood the test of time. It 

was even included in a Super Bowl commercial a 
while back.

In the beginning of the speech, Harvey said, 
“And on the eighth day, God looked down on his 
planned paradise and said, ‘I need a caretaker.’ So 
God made a farmer.

“God said,” the commercial continued, “’I need 
somebody willing to get up before dawn, milk 
cows, work all day in the fields, milk cows again, 
eat supper and then go to town and stay past 
midnight at a meeting of the school board. So, 
God made a farmer.’”

This is a wonderful speech, and it touches my 
heart, but I could have used one more paragraph 
at the end to address how a farmer deals with 
change.

I have lived in Los Banos my entire life--63 
years to be exact. It is probably quite rare today to 
still live in the same town you were born in, rarer 
yet to have never left or lived anyplace else. That 
allows me to gauge and experience much change.

Change comes at a price. You appreciate that 
you have been blessed to live in the same place for 
your “forever,” but along with that is the reality of 
change, and some of that is difficult.

Agriculture has always been a part of my life 
and certainly a big part of the development of 
Los Banos. My grandfather had a small dairy and 
farmed, as well as my grandfathers-In-law.

The next generation, my father-in-law, farmed 
and milked cows. My father loved cows, but more 
those on the beef side, and he was also a pioneer 
in the beekeeping industry in our area.

My husband and I were also in the dairy indus-
try for 42 years until May of last year, when we 
decided to retire, and watched our cows loaded 
up in semi-trucks and hauled to Arizona Dairy 
to begin their new life, as we remained behind to 
figure out life beyond cows.

Jack Jensen 
(Kirsten Arieias’ father)

A wonderful life, now changing, 
on Los Banos dairy farms

Dairy and farming is something all 
the ancestors I remember did. It was a 
wonderful life when I was growing up, a 
wonderful way for my husband and me 
to raise our children and teach them a 
strong work ethic. It has been a difficult 
life to leave behind.

Not only have I experienced change, 
so has my hometown. Progress in 
agriculture in our community has 
caused changes in many lives. In our 
community of Los Banos, the small 
dairies were replaced by bigger dair-
ies, the small farms were replaced by 
larger farms, and much of the farmland 
became the housing tracts that have 
changed the rural landscape.

I now find myself caught up in 
change, but just as my ancestors 
before me, I understand that this was 
inevitable.

Farming is not what you do for a 

Not only 
have I 

experienced 
change, 

so has my 
hometown. 
Progress in 
agriculture 

in our 
community 
has caused 
changes in 
many lives.
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James Areias, Sr. (Kirsten Areias’ father-in-law), with his daughter Julie Areias, 
son Dennis Areias and daughter Cindy Areias Arambel.

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
TRUST SALES

LAND
MOBILE HOMES
BUSINESS SALES 

LEASING
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FORECLOSURES
SHORT SALES

AldinaRealEstate.com | AldinaPropertyManagement.com

Serving counties of: Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Benito, Santa Clara, 

Merced, Stanislaus and San Joaquin Valley

713 E LAKE AVE. WATSONVILLE, CA 
831-722-7131

242 | ST. LOS BANOS, CA 
209-826-7777

OFFICE LOCATIONS:

Languages spoken: Spanish, Portuguese, Punjabi and Hindi.

I have been 
blessed to 
have lived 

and continue 
to live on 

God’s planned 
paradise, just 
without the 

cows. 
living, it is how you live for a living. 
I have been blessed to have lived and 
continue to live on God’s planned 
paradise, just without the cows. 
Someday my children or grand-
children might � nd their way back 

to our farm; life has taken them in 
many directions.

But there is just something about 
“the dirt” that tugs at your heart, and 
they too might someday make some-
thing of the acres of our paradise.
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Monica Escamilla-Soeller
Your local Realtor®

DRE#01972758
Monicasoeller@gmail.com | www.msoeller.kw.com
Each Office Is Independently
Owned and Operated.

Cell Phone:
559.380.6318
245 H Street Suite 2

Los Banos, CA 93635
Hablo Español

WE ARE PROUD TO BE AT YOUR DISPOSAL

FOR ALL OF YOUR SOLID WASTE 
& RECYCLING NEEDS

LOS BANOSDOS PALOS GUSTINE

Los Banos Arts Council offers 
concerts, shows, and programs 

throughout the year
By Sandy Lemas

The Los Banos Arts Council 
is the heart and focal point 
for the cultural activities 

in the Los Banos community. � e 
mission is to support, encourage and 
promote the arts, cultural and edu-
cational activities in Los Banos and 
to bene� t charitable and non-pro� t 
activities, including service club 
activities, in the community.

A major goal of the council is to 
bring arts and culture to the Los 
Banos community at a� ordable 
prices. � e group is very community 
minded and dedicated. � rough-
out the years, the arts council has 

worked tirelessly on supporting and 
organizing music concerts, art and 
photography shows, exhibitions, the-
ater, youth programs and activities.

In 1994 a group of visionary 
Los Banos residents came to the 
rescue of the building, which had 
previously been the home of St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church. It was also 
renamed to the Ted Falasco Arts 
Center to honor the group’s primary 
benefactor, local philanthropist 
and successful business owner Ted 
Falasco, following his passing.

� ere are three other buildings 
connected to the arts center. � e an-
nex is located at 1125 Fi� h St., with 

Los Banos Police Commander Ray Reyna stands 
with his family in front of the quilt presented to him 
by the Quilters Guild as one of many presented to 
fi rst responders at the annual Quilt Show at the Ted 
Falasco Arts Center.
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Pearson's Jewelers is here to serve all of your Jewelry 
needs, from Fashion Jewelry to Fine Jewelry; watches;

from Jewelry and Watch Repair, to Custom Design.
We also have Loose Diamonds of various shapes and sizes.

928 Sixth St. | Los Banos
(209) 826-1026

1321 Paradise Lane
Los Banos, 
California 93635
Phone:
(209) 826-4991
(209) 826-5553

Richard Martorello
Bookkeeping Services

martorellobookkeeping@mail.commartorellobookkeeping@mail.commartorellobookkeeping@mail.com

MARIA PINA
Realtor Since 1992
01130617
1155 Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
209-769-5388

Hablo Espanol Falo Portugues 
mpina@c21selectgroup.com

HTTPS://Maria-Pina@C21SelectGroup.Com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

the Mel Soares Arts Studios next door at 
1143 Fi� h Street. � e fourth location is the 
Robert Huddleston Cra� s Studio located 
at 510 I St.

� e Arts Council schedules a concert 
series annually.  

Evie Ladin Band will be in concert April 
21 with a unique style of music and dance.  
More detailed information is available 
online. Ticket prices are kept low--$20 for 
general admission and $15 for students.

� e Community � eater of Los Banos 
is another signi� cant program o� ered for 
the residents. It is free to join for ages 10 
and older. � e theater normally holds two 
productions per year and always welcomes 
new actors and actresses to join.

Jennifer Ramsey is the Director of � e-
atrical Production and can be contacted 
via Facebook through the Los Banos 
Community � eater page or by calling 
408.561.9561.  She is currently working on 
a spring production of “Grease.”

� e Quilt Guild is another Arts 
Council group that is focused on build-

ing a community around quilting and 
inspiring each other in supportive ways.  
� e Guild meets from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
every Wednesday at the Mel Soares 
Arts Studios. Beginning quilters can get 
help on their projects and can connect 
with expert quilters. Guests are always 
welcome.

Other classes are taught each year at the 
arts center include ceramics, painting, pot-
tery, card making and much more.

� e Arts Council hosts an Open Mic 
Night that provides local singers, musi-
cians, poets, dramatists and comedians a 
place to perform, perfect their cra�  and 
show o�  their talents. It is a great way to 
spend an evening enjoying all of the un-
tapped talent in the Westside community.

Performers must be 12 years or 
older and all performances must be 
family friendly. If you are interested in 
performing, contact Rhonda Lowe at 209. 
704.4384.

� e tenth annual “Empty Bowls” fun-
draiser was at the arts center on Feb. 23. 

� is event is sponsored by Los Banos Ro-
tary, Arts Council and the school district, 
with all proceeds to bene� t local programs 
that feed the hungry.

Over the years, many other charitable 
and service organizations have raised 
much needed funds to help out the com-
munity with events at the Ted Falasco Art 
Center.

� e Los Banos Arts Council was 
selected to host a � reworks booth this 
year.  � e booth will operate from June 28 
to July 4. � is major fundraiser will help 
support the many valuable programs that 
are o� ered.

� ere is always something exciting 
happening at the Ted Falasco Arts Center.  
For more information about becoming a 
member of the Arts Council or with ques-
tions regarding council activities, upcom-
ing programs and events, check out the 
Facebook page or call 209.827.4126. � e 
Ted Falasco Arts Center is also available 
to rent for community events for special 
occasions.
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940 G Street, Los Banos, CA 93653
License #840958
© 2018 All American Plumbing Heating & Air.
All right reserved
iAir Conditioning & Heating Website Design &
Internet Marketing by iMarket.

209-509-4890 • AllAmericanpha.com

In the Service of Excellence

The All American Difference

24/7 SERVICE
YOU CAN COUNT ON

At All American there is never an 
overtime charge on repairs. We offer 

straight-forward options to fit every need 
and budget along with a written 

100% Guarantees.

24 HOUR CUSTOMER SERVICE
Call any time and speak to a Customer 

Service Representative, never an 
answering service. We care about 

serving you, your family and your home by 
providing you with a 5 star experience
and 5 star service from professionals.

CHARACTER, HONOR, 
INTEGRITY, AND TRUST 

We believed that to be a caring and 
responsible service company you need to 
be there when the client needs you, not 
just when it’s convenient. All American is 
a Vets First Verified Vet Owned Small 

Company.

$129 OFF
YOUR NEW WATER HEATER

Save $129 with this coupon off the
standard upfront price of your new water 
heater when All American provides and 

installs your new self cleaning water heater, 
6-year complete warranty available.

*No other discounts, special or
club membership savings apply.

SAVE $198
All American Drain Special

Experiencing a clogged drain? You
finding it backs up regularly. There is a reason.

Let’s find out why? With Our No Cost sewer Camera 
Inspection — $198 Value. The Camera can show us why.

With every main line sewer clearing service.
Main sewer line clean out access required.

There are many options to correct or eliminate
experiencing this problem ever again...

$30 OFF
ON YOUR NEXT REPAIR

Present this coupon to save $30 on your
next repair with All American Plumbing

Heating & Air.

Check out our reviews at
AllAmericanpha.com
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By Michelle Sandoval
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Working at the Los Banos 
Chamber of Commerce, I hear 
much too often, “What does 

a chamber of commerce do?” As soon as 
it is explained I always get the same feed-
back, “Wow!” For those of you that don’t 
know about all the Los Banos Chamber 
of Commerce does, here is some good 
information.

The Los Banos Chamber of Com-
merce is a form of business network. For 
example, we are a local organization of 
businesses whose goal is to further the 
interests of businesses. Local business 
owners advocate on behalf of the business 
community.

Every community has a chamber of 
commerce, or at least they should. The 
goal of any chamber as well as our own 
is to help to further the interests of small 
businesses in our area.

The Los Banos Chamber offers a variety 
of different services. For our members 
we offer an assortment of workforce help, 
such as labor law updates, networking and 
resources for businesses in need of help in 
areas like human resources, payroll, book-
keeping and advertising.

We also offer many different options 
for business networking and promo-
tional advertising. In addition, our events 
contribute to our members by giving them 
a stage to help promote their business by 
sponsoring an event or setting up a vendor 
booth to meet the community one on one. 
Every service has the main goal of the bet-
terment of the community.

Business owners pay membership fees 
to join the chamber of commerce. Primar-
ily, this remains the chamber’s most likely 
source of funding. Anyone who desires to 
join the chamber as a member has to pay 
the necessary fees. We have an array of 
different membership packages, ranging 
from employee count, nonprofit status and 

non-business residential associate. 
The Los Banos Chamber of Commerce 

offers members an in-person network of 
talent and resources in your area. It gives 
your business the power of a united voice 
for the small business community. And 
most of all, it brings you opportunities 
to learn, grow and connect as a business 
owner and community member.

The Los Banos Chamber is responsible 
for improving the local business envi-
ronment and strengthening communi-
ties through advocacy, networking and 
campaigning. In doing so, we create an 
easy line of communication for business 
owners to connect with governing bodies.

Currently the Los Banos Chamber hosts 
at least six main events throughout the 
year, and we are constantly gathering com-
mittees together so that we can add more 
events to our lineup. These events are 
jam-packed with arts and crafts vendors, 
music, food and live entertainment for the 
whole family.

The idea of these events is to entertain 
the residents of Los Banos and make Los 
Banos a town to visit. When the chamber 
hosts an event in town, typically down-
town on 6th street, we have vendors and 

peopled from the communities of other far 
and nearby towns come to visit. And these 
events give something for the community 
to attend.

It is better for the local economy when 
residents stay in town and shop at local 

Los Banos Chamber of Commerce

One of many members of the Folklorioco 
Yoloty dance group perform each year at 
the Chamber’s bi-annual street fairs.

Citizens of Los Banos enjoy the variety of vehicles at the Dad’s Day Out car show presented 
by the Los Banos Chamber of Commerce in downtown Los Banos.
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stores, when residents shop locally, 68 percent of that 
money stays in our community and with that we all win.

� e 2023 upcoming year is � lled with these types of 
ful� lled events--in April with our Downtown Spring 
Street Faire and in June with the Father’s Day Car Show. 
July has the Tomato Festival, September the Downtown 
Fall Street Faire, and October the chamber’s newest event. 
our Trunk or Treat Halloween Movie Night.

As always, on the � rst weekend of December, the 
chamber also sponsors our annual Christmas parade and 
“Christmas in the Plaza” Holiday Cra�  Fair. Applications 
for these events may be found on our website at LosBa-
nos.com or at the chamber o�  ce.

Anyone interested in more information on becoming 
a chamber member, volunteering or sponsoring an event 
may contact the Chamber o�  ce by emailing LBCOFC@
comcast.net, calling the o�  ce at (209) 826-2495 or 
coming downtown to our o�  ce at 932 6th Street in  Los 
Banos.

Finally, keep this in mind: � e Los Banos Chamber of 
Commerce is your 3-C chamber: Catalyst for business 
growth and expansion; Connector of people, ideas and 
resources; and Champion of a strong community!

Musical groups stop to perform 
for judges during the Annual 
Downtown Christmas Parade.

Your property is my priority.

Experience has its rewards!

Equal Housing Opportunity. All offices independently owned and operated. 
Not intended as a solicitation of other brokers' clients.

DRE#01440253

Bonny HowellBonny Howell
REALTOR®

Are you thinking about 
buying or selling in 2023?

Call Bonny for your
complimentary Market Analysis!

408-605-9557
howellbonny@yahoo.com

Help Bonny collect food for the Los Bans Rotary Club's Feed
The Need Program to help feed elementary students in Los Banos.

Please drop off non-perishable food to 907 Sixth St., Los Banos.
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EDUCATION
Your partner in

@MercedCOE

www.mcoe.org

Service at the heart of  
city government

By Jonathan Simione

The City of Los Banos’ 
government includes 
a wide array of de-

partments all with the goal of 
serving the community.

City Council meetings are 
held on the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month 
in City Hall, 520 J Street, 
where the public may address 
members of the council. City 
Council members include 
Mayor Paul Llanez and Coun-
cilmembers Kenneth Lambert 
(District 1), Douglas Begonia 
Jr. (District 2), Brett Jones 
(District 3) and Deborah 
Lewis (District 4).

City Hall is not only the 
home of council meetings. It 
houses several departments 
for day-to-day operations of 
Los Banos, including admin-
istration, finance, community 
and economic development 
and building. From 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., City Hall is open 
to the public to pay their 
utility bill, sign up for utility 
services, obtain a business 
license, and/or apply for vari-
ous permits and develop city 
entitlements.

The City of Los Banos is 
also home to other groups, 
such as the Planning 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 53

Members of the Los Banos City Council include, from left,  Douglas 
Begonia Jr., Brett Jones, Mayor Paul Llanez, Kenneth Lambert, and 
Deborah Lewis.
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Downtown Association works to help
Los Banos’ historic downtown thrive

BY MARIBEL GARCIA

LOS BANOS DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION

The Los Banos Downtown Associa-
tion serves as a vital resource for 
its members, merchants and the 

community. It is planning for a vibrant 
future and is committed to creating a 
downtown where every person who visits, 
works and lives here can thrive.

Its board members are David Sousa, 
President; Tareq Husein, Vice President; 
Brett Jones, Past Chair; Tom Kaljian, 
Treasurer; Taylor Wolfsen, Secretary; and 
Members Alvaro Sanchez, Sandra Benetti, 
Eric de la Torre and John Cates.

� e board is identifying strategies 
and actions that integrate the upcom-
ing events planned for 2023, making 
decisions considering the needs and 
concerns of landowners, merchants, 
members and the community.

� e Downtown Association is striv-
ing to preserve, promote and stimulate 
the historical appearance and economic 
vitality of the historic downtown, along 
with safe streets and a busy business 
environment.

In December 2023 there was a 
decision to reorganize the Downtown 
Association. � e association encour-
ages people who would be interested in 
working with people who want to revi-
talize the downtown to become board 
members.

� e board has secured an attorney to 
make sure that the 501c-3 corporation 
rules have been met and the bylaws are up 
to date and to ensure its mission, vision, 
and purpose statements re� ect the mis-
sion of the organization.

� e association has built a website to 
inform the community of what is going 
on downtown, creating a master calendar 
to keep the whole community informed 
of what is happening.  

� e master calendar is also a way for 
the agencies, churches, and community 
members to book events that do not 

overlap. � e website is also a market-
ing opportunity for the businesses. � is 
website will be able to sell tickets for the 
association’s upcoming events. 

Casino Night will be April 29. Come 
and join us for a barbeque dinner and a 
live auction and play at the tables as you 
dance and enjoy refreshments. We are 
expecting over 200 attendees.

� e Fourth of July celebration will be 
July 1 and includes food vendors, arts 
and cra� s, music, an obstacle course and 
entertainment for the kids. We will be 
presenting a spectacular � rework display 
at night for the community to enjoy. 

� e annual Farm to Table event will 
be Sept. 21, starting with an exceptional 
spread of appetizers followed by din-
ner and wine. � e event will recognize 
agricultural leaders and showcase live and 
silent auctions.

Lunch with the board will be Oct. 20, 
when the board will be providing infor-
mation on the downtown projects related 
to the Property Business Improvement 
District. 

Nov. 30 will be the holiday Lighting 
Celebration for 2023. � is event will 
start with a Storytime from Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus, food and cra�  vendors, a local 
choir and carolers. � ere will also be a 
Christmas Window Contest involving 
local businesses.

Our website is www.downtownlosba-
nos.com, which keeps everyone informed 
of what is happening so that communica-
tion is transparent. Businesses can also 
purchase a membership and pay member-
ship dues on the website. 

� e contact person for the Los Banos 
Downtown Association is Maribel Gar-
cia. Emails can be sent to info.lbdown-
town@gmail.com or Maribel.lbdown-
town@gmail.com. � e phone numbers 
are 209-710-9022 (o�  ce) 209-809-5407 
(cell). We are located at 907 Sixth Street. 
And the mailing address is P.O. Box 501, 
Los Banos, CA 93635. 

We are delighted to personally count 
you among those who strive to create new 
opportunities in our downtown.

Steve Soares enjoys the spread of appetizers 
at the Farm to Table Dinner.

Children pose for photos with the statues 
at the Henry Miller water feature in 
downtown Los Banos.
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Senior Brown Bag Program
Senior Brown Bag Program takes place on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of every month

from 9:00am to 11:00am in Los Banos and Dos Palos at the following locations

Los Banos -New Beginnings Church - 821 West L Street
Dos Palos - Carver Center -21475 Reynolds Ave

Dos Palos- Living Well Cafe - 931 Center Street

Currently, in Merced County there are over 21,000 seniors 
whose income is at or below 130% of the federal poverty 
guidelines - which equals $1,286 a month or less.

This year, our low-income seniors (who’s average social 
security check is less than $1,000) are being particularly hard-
hit by the rise in gas costs, rent increases, sales tax increase
and the added costs of food and healthcare.
For many of us, these small increases are an inconvenience 
and we adjust our budgets, and/or work more hours to make 
up the difference.

However, for those of our neighbors who live on fixed- 
incomes and can’t work, there is only one choice - sacrifice 
something to make up the difference.
Often, that sacrifice is nutritious food.

The Senior Brown Bag program is here to fill that gap for 
thousands of our elders and is entirely supported through 
individual and business contributions.

Merced County Food Bank’s Brown Bag Program provides 
supplemental nutritious groceries twice a month to over 3,500 

If you are 55 or older with an income at or near $1,707.50 you may qualify for the program.
You can register on the day and time of the distribution at one of the locations listed.
You would need to bring Proof of Income, Proof of Address, and ID.

older adults at 16 distribution sites in Merced County.
Seniors receive groceries from distribution sites set up 
throughout our service area, usually churches, senior centers, 
or community resource centers.

There is no cost to the individuals served and eligibility is 
determined by using the federal income guidelines for poverty.

Senior Brown Bag Program participants are also provided with 
opportunities to volunteer at their food pickup site, which offers 
them social connections and a sense of belonging and purpose.
Every month, more than 200 volunteers gather at Senior Brown 
Bag sites to sort, bag, and distribute food to their peers. Many 
participants have built new friendships and renewed their 
sense of community by volunteering.

After a lifetime of hard work, 63% of the households with 
older adults (50+) that Merced County Food Bank serves find 
themselves being forced to make difficult but unavoidable 
choices such as whether to purchase their medications, pay for 
their housing, and/or pay their utilities. Buying food, especially 
nutritious food, is often last on their list.

Sample Senior Brown Bag food items:
• Chicken
• Eggs
• Fresh Produce
• Cereal
• Rice
• Other staple items

And as the baby-boom generation ages, the number of seniors
facing hunger is only expected to increase. MCFB is working 
hard to prevent this.

It takes just $60 annually to help feed a senior for a year through 
the Senior Brown Bag Program.

Please join us in the fight against hunger in our community and
sponsor a senior or a group of seniors.

Merced County Food Bank - 2000 West Olive Ave, Merced CA 95348 (209) 726-3663 - www.MMCFB.org

Michael K. Larson,
CPA & Associates
Mike Larson, CPA
(209) 826-6190
Fax: (209) 826-5733

1120 W. I Street, Ste E
Los Banos,CA 93635
mike@mklcpa.net
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For questions or to sign up your
child for Army Camp call the

Los Banos Salvation Army
at (650) 576-1072
Major Jennifer Cortez

1231 Fourth St. Los Banos, CA 93635

FOOD BAGS AVAILABLE
Mon. through Fri. from 10 am to noon.

Emergency Food Bags Available By Calling
(209) 827-4945 ext. 12

FEED HOMELESS BRUNCH
Every Tuesday from 10 a.m. to noon.  Clothing

Closet Tues., Wed., Thurs., from 10 a.m. to noon.
Hope Center For Job Opportunities

Call (209) 827-4945 ext. 14

Income Tax Return Program Available
After school program Mon. through 

Friday on school days for first graders
and up. Call ext. 14 for more information.

Salvation Army Troop
Program For Children:

Bible Study, Sunbeam,
Girl Guards, Adventurers

Ages 5 to 18 years old
Meet Wednesdays
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Youth program
Bible Study

Every  Thursday
from 5 to 6 p.m.

Adult Devotions 
Wednesdays from 9 to 10 a.m.

in English and Thursdays
9 to 10 a.m. in Spanish.

Women’s
luncheon every 3rd Thursday 

of the month at noon.

Sunday Morning
Holiness Service
10 am. to noon.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monetary donations are 
always welcomed and 
appreciated!

RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR 
BEING A BELL RINGER!

NEED BUSINESS PEOPLE AND 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS!

Proceeds help backpacks for students and to send
students to Summer Salvation Army Camp!

Down Payment 
Assistance 
Purchases
Reverse Mortgages

M (209) 678-2838
P (209) 862-1717
E SUSANV@CMGFI.COM

1300 MAIN ST, SUITE E 
NEWMAN, CA 95360

BRANCH NMLS# 2352703
Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection

and Innovation (DFPI) under the California Residential
Mortgage Lending Act No. 4150025.

Stress-Free
Home Financing

LOCAL LENDER,
COMPETITIVE RATES &

ON TIME CLOSINGS

Susan “V” Faustino
Sales Manager, NMLS#269245

Years of Experience
Direct Lender
Cash-Out Refinances
HELOCs
Jumbo Loans

NMLS# 1820

Good news,
Los Banos!
You are now receiving cleaner electricity
at lower rates from Peninsula Clean Energy.

Since the City of Los Banos has joined Peninsula Clean Energy, 
the average Los Banos household automatically saves a few dollars 
each month. You are also helping the environment with clean energy. 
And itʼs easy because you donʼt need to do anything!

There is a new line item on your PG&E bill, but itʼs not an extra charge. 
Your electricity charges are now itemized in two lines. You are now 
saving 5% on the electricity generation part of your PG&E bill.

CARE and other discounts automatically continue. If you are a solar 
customer, enrollment is after your PG&E true-up date. Solar customers 
pay lower rates for electricity when they need to buy from the grid and 
also receive a larger credit when they send excess back to the grid.

Learn more
Visit PenCleanEnergy.com/Los-Banos
or call (209) 592-0870
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ronnysinc.com
809197

Ronnys
BAKER SUPPLIES

AND REPAIRS
WE HAVE BEEN A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1993. WE SELL AND REPAIR

ALL OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT. WE STRIVE TO GIVE YOU THE BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE.
WE CAN PICK UP AND DELIVER, MAKING YOUR JOB A LITTLE BIT EASIER.

OUR TRAVELING SALES 
REPRESENTATIVES

WE HAVE THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
1576 E PACHECO BLVD.
LOS BANOS, CA 93635

(209) 827-9252

281 SAN FELIPE RD., STE. E
HOLLISTER, CA 95023

(831) 265-7868

2913 GIBSON ST.
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308

(661) 370-5929

SERVING CENTRAL
CALIFORNIA AND BAY AREA, 

NICOLE.
(831) 524-2937

SERVING NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA,

TODD.
(831) 261-7259

SERVING SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA, 

TERRY.
(209) 704-8809

The Los Banos Library is the third 
largest branch in the Merced 
County Library system and was 

established in its present location at 1312 
Seventh Street in 1965.

� e Los Banos branch o� ers many di� er-
ent programs year-round, like the Summer 
Reading Program where participants can 
earn a free book and other prizes. Spring 
brings the annual Cover-to-Cover read-
ing program where children can earn free 
hamburgers from In-N-Out. New this year 
is a reading program from Panda Express 
where children (5-11) can earn a free child’s 
meal a� er reading � ve books.

Los Banos library o� ers three weekly 
Storytimes, including Tiny Tales (ages 3-6), 
Bilingual (ages 3-6), and Family Storytime. 
Cra� s are included in the programs. Also 
o� ered are Sensory Playgroup, Family 
Movie Time, and Family Lego Time.

Monthly cra�  and coloring days are 
available with themes that � t the holidays or 
seasons. � roughout the year we have other 
programs with performers and shows.

� e Los Banos library o� ers public com-
puters for everyone to use. � e local library 
o� ers unlimited access to available online 
databases and in-library online access to 
subscription databases.

� e Los Banos library also o� ers literacy 
tutoring, and its helps connect veterans to 
services they might need.

Library cards are free. Children 17 and 
under are registered through a parent or 
guardian. A valid photo ID is required.

� e hours of operation are Tuesday 10 
a.m.-6 p.m., Wednesday 10a.m.-8 p.m., 
� ursday 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Friday 10 a.m-5 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.  the 
library is closed Sunday and Monday. Our 
phone number is 209-826-5254.

Merced County, 
Los Banos Branch Library

Brandon Gray, owner of Wild Child Adven-
tures performed his bubble show at the 
Los Banos Library for 24 children and a 
few parents. The show was funded by the 
Merced County library system. Gray’s hour-
long performance included not only his 
skill at blowing various size bubbles, but 
also educated children on how bubbles are 
made, the shape and also the refl ections 
seen in a bubble. He ended his show by 
standing each student in his bubble pool 
and created a bubble around them.
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BAKER SUPPLIES
AND REPAIRS

WE HAVE BEEN A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1993. WE SELL AND REPAIR
ALL OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT. WE STRIVE TO GIVE YOU THE BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE.

WE CAN PICK UP AND DELIVER, MAKING YOUR JOB A LITTLE BIT EASIER.

OUR TRAVELING SALES 
REPRESENTATIVES

WE HAVE THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
1576 E PACHECO BLVD.
LOS BANOS, CA 93635

(209) 827-9252

281 SAN FELIPE RD., STE. E
HOLLISTER, CA 95023

(831) 265-7868

2913 GIBSON ST.
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308

(661) 370-5929

SERVING CENTRAL
CALIFORNIA AND BAY AREA, 

NICOLE.
(831) 524-2937

SERVING NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA,

TODD.
(831) 261-7259

SERVING SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA, 

TERRY.
(209) 704-8809
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TEEDEEUS AUTOMOTIVE

447 Mercy Springs Road,
Los Banos, CA 93635

Complete Service & Repair
Licensed: A/C, Smog,
Computer Diagnosis & Repair

CELEBRATING 56 YEARS!

“Maintenance Pays”

(209) 826-3622
Muffler Shop

807 Illinois Ave. | Los Banos, CA 93635 | (209) 710-8695

ORTHOPEDIC & GENERAL SURGERY CLINIC

ACCEPTING 
NEW 

PATIENT 
REFERRALS

Dr. Justin Krogue
Orthopedic Surgery

Dr. Pedro Ramirez
General Surgery

Dr. Kerisimasi Reynolds
Orthopedic Surgery

Dr. Rosie Sendher
Orthopedic Surgery

Dr. Peter Wong
General Surgery

Dr. Walker Wynkoop
Orthopedic Surgery
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JORGE HERNANDEZ 
DRE#01705386 

PH. 805.512.3787

NANCY BALATTI SOARES
DRE#01460213 

PH. 209.704.0234

DAWN KING 
DRE#01870569  

PH. 209.587.0766

BLANCA DURAN
DRE# 02031934 

PH. 209.675.0649

SALLY CARLUCCI
DRE#01431806  

PH. 209.704.0400

CHRISTINE KINSLEY
DRE#01306231 

PH. 209.631.4049

SUZANNE COLE 
DRE#01959620 

PH. 209.704.4605

MARIA CORONA
DRE#02013034 

PH. 209.675.2746

NYOMI CHAVEZ
DRE#01815193 

PH. 209.261.4396

ELIZABETH MORENO 
DRE#01897266 

PH. 209.628.7471

MICHELLE ALCALA 
DRE#01758040  

PH. 831.801.3352

ANGIE MENDOZA 
DRE#02081926  

PH. 209.752.0998

SEAN KINSLEY
DRE#02048754  

PH. 209.704.2415

JALON GRIFFITH
DRE#02168900   

PH. 209.509.6873

SHUYUE MARTINEZ 
DRE#02118048  

PH. 209.509.8043

PATRICIA TAYLOR 
DRE#01436773  

PH. 650.335.5655

KELVIN CHEMPARATHY 
DRE#02113152  

PH. 209.675.3273

DIANA MELLO
DRE#02118866  

PH. 209.658.0660

DAVID SMITH
DRE#01764616  

PH. 408.482.7278

CECELIA HERNANDEZ 
DRE#02179140  

PH. 408.838.0923
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ITZEL FRANCO
DRE#02066227  

PH. 209.675.6970

YAMAYRA GONZALEZ
DRE#02185724  

PH.  408.771.4630

SABRINA MORALES 
DRE#02133332  

PH. 209.681.3110

JOANN WHITE
DRE#01471050  

PH. 209.617.0619

MARTIN SANDOVAL 
DRE#02146851  

PH. 559.727.1058

ADA SANDOVAL
DRE#02153129  

PH. 559.417.1445

CORINNE REYES
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MIGUEL CAZARES 
DRE# 02209163 

PH. 408-364-5281

1209 6th Street Ste, B. Los Banos, CA 93635 
Office 209-826-4278 | www.bhhsdrysdale.com
Se Habla Español

LLC. BRE# 01499008 ©2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. Real Estate Brokerage Services are offered through the network member franchisees of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Most franchisees are 
independently owned and operated. Berkshire Hathaway Home Services and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, 
Inc.® Information not verified or guaranteed. If your property is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Mechanics Bank
Where Relationships Matters

Personal Banking   |   Business Banking   |   Commercial Banking   |   Wealth Management

Personal Attention and Local Expertise
Come See Us at the Los Banos Branch Today!

Los Banos Branch
601 I Street
Los Banos, CA, 93635
(209) 826-2723

800.797.6324
mechanicsbank.com

FDIC
MEMBER FDIC
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We get it

Us both 
from flu & 
COVID-19

to protect

When you’re pregnant, your flu and 
COVID-19 shot counts for two. Not only does 
it reduce your risk of being hospitalized, it 
also protects your baby for several months 
after birth—when they’re too young to be 
vaccinated.

Expecting? Get your flu and 
COVID-19 vaccine today.

Call to schedule your vaccine today
722-GVHC

For more information about Flu and 
COVID-19 visit: gvhc.org

To make an appointment, 
call or text 722-GVHC 
or download the MyChart app

PROUDLY SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY FOR 50 YEARS

Family Medicine • Women’s Health • Behavioral Health
Pediatrics • Health Education • Dental • Podiatry

Medical Location
821 Texas Ave. | 722-GVHC

Dental Location
725 West I St. | 209-826-1094

NEWLY REMODELED
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Higher Education Dreams Fulfilled 
for Los Banos Students

The Merced College Los Banos 
Campus, a satellite site of the 
Merced Community College 

District, opened its doors in 1971 to 
give Westside Merced County resi-
dents easier access to education and 
job training.

Fast-forward more than 50 years later 
and the Los Banos Campus has contin-
ued to grow, now serving nearly 2,500 
students each semester with academic 
offerings ranging from general educa-
tion requirements to career techni-
cal education programs, such as the 
popular Welding and Medical Assisting 
programs.

In addition, the campus has robust 
noncredit offerings to serve adult stu-
dents in achieving their GED, learning 
English, becoming a U.S. citizen, and 
acquiring basic computing skills. Virtual 
instruction at the campus was expanded 
in Fall 2022, with courses taught by 
Merced Campus faculty being streamed 
live to Los Banos.

Students at the Los Banos Campus 
receive “wraparound” student services 
that include personal and academic 
counseling, a food pantry, tutoring 
services, book vouchers, and programs 
for special populations. The campus 
also endeavors to cultivate a full college 
experience for Westside students, with 
active student-run clubs like Social Sci-
ences and MEChA. Both clubs partici-
pate in community events, such as the 
local Trunk-o-Treat and Kindergarten 
Book Giving.

Child Development Center
April Heft, a new faculty member 

charged with leading the development 
of the Child Development Center at the 
Los Banos Campus, brings a wealth of 
experience and expertise to the role.

Heft helped open the first non-
profit center, Children Today, to serve 
homeless children and families in the 
Long Beach community. Then in the 
Newport-Mesa Unified School District, 

she was instrumental in establishing the 
first inclusion preschool program in the 
district, serving children with special 
needs.

Now, Heft is fulfilling a much-needed 
gap at the Los Banos Campus, becom-
ing the first full-time child development 
faculty member there in nine years. Her 
presence will enable the college to offer 
Westside students access to all the core 
child development coursework without 
having to travel to the Merced Campus 
for certain courses.

Heft also has a leading role in the 
development of a new child develop-
ment center at the campus. Set to 
open in Fall 2023, the Los Banos Child 
Development Center will serve two 
important purposes: first, serving as a 
laboratory site where students can be 
coached and mentored as they develop 
and refine their teaching practices; 
and second, as a high-quality early 
childhood care and education school, 
which will serve children from three 
months to five years old.

What’s New and What’s Next
The future is bright for the Los 

Banos Campus, which is looking to add 
more new instructional programs like 
Agriculture and Computer Technology 
Information Systems. A campus beauti-
fication project will bring new exterior 
and interior paint, a new student café, 
and a renovated food forest.

Also new to the Los Banos Campus 
is a Welcome Center in which Student 
Services staff can assist students from 
start to finish on their journeys. Services 
available in Los Banos include EOPS, 
CARE, CalWORKS, DSPS, and the Food 
Pantry.

Onward and Upward
Local students with their sights set on 

a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree, 
or even a Ph.D. don’t have to travel 
far. Merced College provides associate 
degrees that promise an easy transfer to 
a four-year university, and the college 

has established pathway programs for 
transferring to local colleges like CSU 
Stanislaus, UC Merced and Fresno State.

Located in Turlock, CSU Stanislaus is 
a comprehensive university and part of 
the California State University system. 
It has ranked among the best colleges in 
the nation for 17 consecutive years, ac-
cording to The Princeton Review, gain-
ing high marks for academic excellence 
and social mobility.

Another great option for Los Banos 
students is UC Merced, the newest cam-
pus in the world-renowned University 
of California system. UC Merced offers 
a top-quality education and student 
support, with cutting-edge research and 
technology.

Fresno State, one of the flagship 
campuses of the CSU system, is another 
popular choice for local students. With 
over 150 programs to choose from, 
students can find the perfect fit for their 
future career goals. The university is 
known for its strong academics, vibrant 
campus life, and close-knit community.

From the local community college to 
outstanding four-year options and more, 
there’s truly never been a better time to 
be a college student in Los Banos.

Students can learn how to weld through 
the welding technology program on G 
Street in Los Banos.
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St. Joseph Catholic Church
1621 Center Ave. Los Banos, Ca. 93635

Church Office (Mon.-Fri.) 9 AM to 5 PM • 1 (209) 826-4246
www.stjosephlosbanos.com

Welcomes you to Los Banos.
Join our parish community!

Parish Staff:
Fr. John Schmoll, Pastor

Fr. Oscar Saul Medina, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Leon Miller

Mass Schedule / Horario
de las Misas

Daily Mass / Misa Diaria
Monday to Thursday 7:00 AM 

Lunes a Jueves 8:00 AM Español
Friday 8:15 AM

(Our Lady of Fatima School Mass)

Weekend / Fin de Semana
Saturday 8:00 AM (First Saturday)

4:00 PM English
6:00 PM Español

Sunday 7:00 AM English
9:00 AM Español
11:00 AM English
1:00 PM Español
7:00 PM Español

Tanya Price Your Local
Hometown Lender

Helping people become
homeowners

Contact Me
209.509.3296

tprice@guildmortgage.net
Licensed in CA and NV

I am authorized to do business in the states of California and Nevada. NMLS# 765156; Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection 
and Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; NV Mortgage Company #1141; Guild Mortgage Company; 

NMLS #3274; Equal Housing Opportunity; www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. 155 East Main Avenue, #170, Morgan Hill, CA 95037

TNT
FIREWORKS

HORVATHH@TNTFIREWORKS.COM
559.252.5391 (OFFICE) • 559.906.3519 (MOBILE)

2945 S. ELM AVENUE, STE. 101
FRESNO, CA 93706-5469

HARLAN HORVATH
AREA MANAGER

SORENSEN’S

Sorensens Ace Hardware

We are all committed to being “the Helpful Place” by offering our customers personal service, 
quality products and a convenient shopping experience from the local experts who know you 
best. As the helpful hardware folks in your neighborhood, we promise that helping you is the most 
important thing we have to do today.

402 Washington Ave., Los Banos • (209) 826-2001• www.acehardware.com
Open Monday through Friday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. • Sat. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sun. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Home
Performance Contracting

Careful diagnostic
testing is the key to
cost-effective energy
upgrades

25 West G Street
Los Banos, CA 93635
209-826-4807
www.youngsair.com
License #461520

Since 1984, when Richard L. Young founded Young’s 
Air Conditioning, and continuing in 2003 when son’s 
Richard and Charles took over the family business, 
Young’s Air Conditioning earned a reputation as the 

area’s leading provider of energy effi cient heating and cooling 
services. For over a century, the Young family has actively 
participated in and contributed to numerous community 
organizations and charities. Their dedication to the community 
extends to the services they perform, which are carried out 
with a high standard of work ethics, professional performance, 
cost effectiveness and exceptional customer service.

Young’s Air Conditioning, a “Bryant” factory authorized 
dealer for heating and cooling systems, knows how important 
your comfort, health and safety are. They also know that the 
health of our planet should also be a priority. According to the 
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 19 percent of all 
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States are caused by 
the energy used in homes. Your home may produce more than 
your car! Skyrocketing energy prices have caused utility bills 
to raise higher and higher, requiring you to choose between 
your family’s comfort and keeping costs under control.

Home performance contracting has become a household 
term and Young’s has the systems, procedures, training, and 
certifi cations to perform this service. Young’s Air Conditioning 
uses a comprehensive “house as a system” approach to 
upgrading the energy systems in existing homes. A complete 
battery of diagnostic tests and careful analysis are performed 
by Certifi ed Building Performance Industry (BPI) Advisors. 
Young’s Air Conditioning currently has four Certifi ed BPI 

Advisors on staff. Certifi ed BPI Advisors use the most advanced 
tools and techniques available to perform comprehensive 
home energy audits. This holistic approach, and attention to 
detail, allows Young’s to accurately diagnose the root source 
of your home’s problems, recommend a solution, and provide 
dramatic and immediate results including

 •  A safe, comfortable, and less drafty home
 • Enhanced indoor air quality to protect your 

  family’s health
 • Guaranteed energy savings
 • Increased energy effi ciency and environmental 

  protection
 • Improved home durability and reduced 

  maintenance costs
 • Increased resale value
After fully assessing your home, a Young’s Advisor will assist 

you in selecting the energy improvements that will be the best 
investments for your home and family. Solutions are affordable 
for homeowners of all income levels. Young’s offers fl exible 
and low-interest fi nancing options, as well as help facilitating 
rebates and tax credits that may be available from local utilities 
or government agencies.

Beyond the tangible benefi ts, like saving money and doing 
your part for the environment, you will have the peace of mind 
knowing your house is safe, comfortable, clean and healthy! 
Young’s Air Conditioning and Bryant doing WHATEVER IT 
TAKES® to meet your home performance needs.

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

The Young’s Air Conditioning solution does not focus on a single home component, but considers 
how all systems work together effi ciently to provide fewer drafts, consistent temperature distribution 
across all rooms, better humidity control proper ventilation, and lower utility bills. Call Young’s Air 
Conditioning today to schedule your home energy assessment.

Your house 
is a system

209-826-4807

Air leaking into the house

Air leaking out of the house
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By Kim Yancey

One of the wonderful 
things about living 
in Los Banos are the 

nearby special outdoor attrac-
tions, some unique to the state 
and all free to enjoy.

The San Luis National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex 
headquarters is a short drive 
north on California State 
Highway 165 to Wolfsen Road 
and then two miles east to the 
refuge entrance. The complex 
is comprised of three refuges 
– San Luis, Merced, and San 
Joaquin River – which in total 
Include about 47,000 acres 
of varied wildlife habitat. All 
three refuges are open year-
round from one-half hour 
before sunrise to one-half 
hour after sunset.

Visitor services personnel 
staff the visitors center from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday except on 
federal holidays when the 
building is closed. They can 
answer questions about the 
refuge complex and the flora 
and fauna that might be seen 
there. Maps of the refuges’ 
auto tour routes and walk-
ing trails are available inside 
the center and can also be 
viewed on the refuge website 
(http://www.fws.gov/refuge/
san-luis/).

At the San Luis refuge is a 
large herd of tule elk, a species 
almost hunted to extinction 
in the late 1800s. The herd at 
the refuge lives within a large 
enclosure and an auto route, 
about 5 miles, runs along the 
perimeter. Elk can be seen 
from the auto route or the 

observation platform on the 
west side of the enclosure 
most of the time. 

A longer auto route 
provides visitors a chance to 
see some of the many species 
of birds and other wildlife 
that inhabit the refuge either 
seasonally or year-round. 
During the winter, tundra 
swans can often be seen in the 
wetlands and sandhill cranes 
in the uplands, all visible from 
the auto route. The route also 
leads to parking at trail heads 
for walking trails.

The Sousa Marsh trail is 
slightly longer than one mile 
and leads to a newly refur-
bished wildlife observation 
platform which provides visi-
tors an elevated place to view 
the upper Sousa Marsh and, 
during the winter months, a 
chance to look at thousands of 
ducks, geese and other migra-
tory waterfowl which frequent 
the wetland.

Visitors to the Merced 
National Wildlife Refuge in 
the spring can often see wide 
swaths of flowers from their 
car along Sandy Mush Road 
before coming to the entrance 
to the refuge. Inside the refuge 
there are areas of pasture 
where native clovers and 
other wildflowers grow. But 
far outnumbering flowers at 
Merced refuge are the migra-
tory waterfowl and other birds 
that live there from fall to late 
winter.

Two of the most enjoyed 
attractions to the refuge in 
winter are the largest popula-
tion of lesser sandhill cranes 
along the Pacific Flyway and 
more than 60,000 snow and 

Ross’ geese. More than 10,000 
cranes roost there in the 
wetlands at night. Watching 
and hearing them fly in from 
feeding grounds in all direc-
tions just before sunset is an 
unforgettable experience.

During the winter season 
visitors can also easily see 
thousands of ducks, and other 
waterbirds like ibis, egrets, 
herons, and migratory shore-
birds from the auto route as 
well as a number of raptor and 
songbird species. Occasionally 
bald eagles can be seen hunt-
ing over the wetlands.

Closer to Los Banos, vernal 
pools, so named because they 
are generally filled with water 
in springtime, are sources 
of magnificent displays of 
wildflowers as the weather 
warms and the pools begin 
to dry. The Kesterson unit of 
the San Luis refuge has many 
natural pools and other areas 
that, while not technically ver-
nal pools, provide spectacular 
displays of goldfields and 
downingia, flowers typical to 
native pools.

There is no vehicle access to 
Kesterson (except to hunt-
ers during waterfowl season 

and refuge personnel) but it’s 
a flat, relatively smooth and 
rewarding walk to the pools. 
The unit is described as “free 
roam” meaning, once inside, 
visitors can walk wherever 
they desire. Access to the ref-
uge parking lot is off Califor-
nia state highway 140 between 
Stevinson and Gustine.

Anyone not bothered by 
a couple-mile walk and the 
absence of any facilities will 
find treasure at the state of 
California’s Great Valley 
Grasslands State Park. None 
of the nearly 3,000-acre park 
has ever been farmed so 
many native plants can be 
found there, although fighting 
a losing battle with invasive 
species of exotic cool-season 
grasses and forbes.

While the flowers that 
live in them are common to 
California the type of vernal 
pools at the state park exist 
nowhere else. Visitor access 
is by foot or bicycle only, off 
California state highway 165 
just south of the San Joaquin 
River. Follow the road to the 
first tee intersection then go 
south on that road and keep 
an eye out for flowers.

Wildlife refuges near Los Banos 
provide unique outdoor attractions
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A black necked stilt is one of many birds that can be seen in the 
local refuges.
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to the community in the areas of
Americanism ~ Drug Awareness ~ Scholarships

Veterans’ Services ~ Children’s Therapy Services

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Join us at: www.elks.org 

565 E Street, Los Banos, CA  93635
Lodge Office – 209.826.2282

Lodge email: bpoe2510@gmail.com 

LOS BANOS ELKS LODGE NO. 2510

Celebrating  Celebrating 
50 Years of Service50 Years of Service

Elks Care, Elks Share

Los Banos Downtown
FOUNTAIN & GIFTS

601 J St, Los Banos, CA 93635

209-826-5836
Diner featuring breakfast and lunch!

Gifts, Greeting Cards,
Stonewall Kitchen food line.

Daily Fountain specials posted on Instagram
@LosBanosDowntownGifts and

Facebook Los Banos Downtown Gifts or
Los Banos Downtown Fountain.

Relaxing atmosphere with
board games for customers to play.

Mon. to Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Sunday ClosedHours

Wrapping.FREE GIFT

Les Schwab Tires steps up and lends a hand in the 

communities where our employees live and work. We 

sponsor activities large and small: Supporting youth 

programs, helping families in need, and raising funds 

for good causes, all show the values we believe in.

For 64 years, Les Schwab Tires has been an active 

member of every community it serves, earning the 

trust of people all over the West. We have more than 

450 locations in eight states, so there’s a Les Schwab 

nearby to take care of all your driving needs.

LOS BANOS • 1500 E. PACHECO BLVD. • 209-826-2125

www.LesSchwab.com

Doing the Right Thing Since 1952.

COMMUNITY  -  COMMITMENT  -  CONTRIBUTION
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By Joe Heim

Los Banos Parks and 
Recreation Opera-
tions Manager

At the heart of Los Banos is 
its growing parks and recre-
ation o� erings.

Los Banos enjoys over 260 
acres of public landscape, and 
nearly 13,000 trees make up 
its tree canopy. Users are able 
to enjoy two expansive trails 
that cross the city along the 
Rail Trail Corridor and the 
through the H.G. Fawcett 
Canal Trail.

� e city o� ers over 40 
green spaces and parks to 
enjoy passive and active 
recreation amenities includ-
ing 37 playgrounds. Ten 
shade structures o� er space 
for family picnics. Fourteen 
basketball courts, a skate park, 
three sand volleyball courts, 
two bocce ball courts and 
six horseshoe pits o� er users 
countless hours of relaxation 
and fun. 

� e recently constructed 
dog park is one of the city’s 
most popular amenities, 
where a park spanning almost 
acre o� ers small dogs and 
mixed-sized dogs plenty of 
room to run.

� e city’s small-town 
nature lends itself to peaceful 
a� ernoons to enjoy over 300 
days of sun each year. Los 
Banos residents appreciate the 
many family activities o� ered 
throughout the year. 

� e most popular activities 
are the city’s wide array of 
annual events, including the 
Egg Hunt held each April at 
Oliveira Park, Movie Nights in 

the Park during the summer, 
Arbor Day each March and 
a spooky night at the park at 
October’s Halloween Fest. 

In September local senior 
citizens are invited to the an-
nual Salute to Seniors event. 
Salute to Seniors has become 
the premier senior event in 
the area, and each year it 
chooses a new theme. � is 
year’s ‘space’ theme is “Our 
Seniors are out of this World!” 

Near the end of the year 
residents and visitors are 
invited for a special Break-
fast with Santa event at the 
Community Center, where 
attendees enjoy a pancake 
breakfast, cra� s and fun 
games including home-made 
mini-golf.

Kids, adults and seniors 
are always welcome at the 
home of Los Banos Parks 
and Recreation, the Commu-
nity Center. � e Community 
Center, constructed in 2010, 
o� ers programs and activities 
every day ranging from Bingo 
and Arts and Cra� s classes 
to youth dancing, yoga and 
sports classes.

Sports leagues are also 
o� ered throughout the year. 
� e city’s Jr. Warriors Youth 
Basketball League has been 
rapidly growing, while Sum-
mer Youth Volleyball has 
become one of the city’s staple 
programs.

� e Community Center 
o� ers a beautiful Grand 
Room space for weddings 
and Quinceañeras. Two other 
recreation facilities, College 
Greens and the historic Miller 
and Lux Building, o� er ad-
ditional meeting and event 
space.

As the city continues to 
grow, so do its facilities. Los 
Banos is anticipating the fu-

ture construction of pickleball 
courts and two additional 
parks. Residents will be able 
to enjoy increased amenities 
such as the addition of future 
shade structures, solar light-
ing and additional trees. 

New programs and activi-
ties are beginning monthly 
as the city continues to see 
growth in all its recreation 
o� erings.

Los Banos is famous for its 
natural wildlife, surrounding 
wetlands and its agricultural 
base. As the city has grown as 
a family-based community, 
residents can enjoy big-city 
o� erings while still living in 
intimate neighborhoods and 
enjoying hundreds of acres of 
public landscape.

� e Los Banos Parks and 
Recreation Division is proud 
to be at the heart of o� erings 
for residents and visitors of all 
ages. To visit Los Banos Parks 
and Recreation, visit us online 
at LosBanos.org, on the Los 
Banos Parks and Recreation 
Facebook page or in person at 
the Community Center, 645 
7th St.

Parks and Recreation provides green spaces
and activities throughout the year

Los Banos is 
famous for 
its natural 
wildlife, 

surrounding 
wetlands and 

its agricultural 
base.

A child chooses her 
pumpkin at the city of 
Los Banos Parks and 
Recreation Halloween 
celebration at the Ag 
Sports Complex.
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BUY LOCAL
WHEN MONEY STAYS IN

YOUR COMMUNITY
YOUR LOCAL TAX DOLLARS SUPPORT:

SCHOOLS & NEIGHBORHOODS

ROADS & INFRASTRUCTURE

POLICE & FIRE DEPARTMENTS
AND KEEPS US ALL WORKING

Support Local Businesses And
Let’s Keep Our Economy Growing!

Los Banos’ Only
Local Alarm Company

(209) 384-3305
HoffmanSecurity.com

HOFFMAN
SECURITY
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JAMES SOTO
Loan Officer 
NMLS ID 457638

Proudly serving Los Banos and 
surrounding communities!

james.soto@alamedamortgage.com • www.amc-fresno.com

209-505-4800 Cell
559-370-5680 eFax

8401 N. Fresno St., 
Fresno, CA 93720

209-826-7310 • 1-800-668-3016
Serving The Valley Locally

30 Years 
Experience

Bonded • Insured
Licensed 
#769544

100% 
Financing

We Specialize In “Problem Water”
• Nitrate Removal • Bacteria Removal
• Calcium, Iron & Sulphur Removal

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial • Softening

• Conditioning • Purifying

Service On Most Makes

Free Consultations
Sales • Rentals
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Good Food,
         Good Life

Daily Specials • Baja Salmon
Lobster • New York Steak
Prime Rib • Steak Fajitas

Chile Verde • Enchiladas & More!

Featuring our
own unique
dining patio,
Flat screen T.V.s,
tall pub tables in
the best bar
in town!

Make it Espana’s tonight!

WE DELIVER
Catering Available

1460 E. Pacheco, Los Banos

826-4041
Online reservations

from Web site:
www.espanas.com

R E S T A U R A N T
Authentic Chinese Cuisine • Specializing in Mandarin & Cantonese

Also American Food
Dining • Banquets

• Beer & Wine • Special Requests Welcome
• Food to go...

Business Hours: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Closed Tuesday 

Call 827-3789
829 W. Pacheco Blvd. Los Banos

Caitlin Boyer
Realtor®
Let over 20 Years of 
Experience Work For You!

I’m a lifelong resident of Los Banos
with 23 years of real estate experience.

Turning dreams into an address!

Caitlin BoyerCaitlin BoyerCaitlin BoyerCaitlin Boyer
PV and Associates

Cell: (209) 675-3104 • caitlinboyer11@gmail.com
www.homesmartpva.com/caitlin • DRE License # 01481714

821 4th St.,
Los Banos

Locally Owned & Operated

(209) 826-8058
www.CenCalAir.com

• Commercial
Refrigeration

• Repair -
Service
on all Brands
and makesLicense #884567

• 24hr.
Emergency
Services

• Air Conditioning
• Furnace

Up to $3,500
in rebates!
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CHRISTINE KINSLEY
Realtor®

2017 Readers’ Choice Realtor of the Year!

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
Drysdale Properties

1209 South Sixth St., Unit B
Los Banos, CA 93635

C: 209.631.4049
christine.kinsley@yahoo.com
CAL BRE# 01306231

       A member of the franchise
system of BHH Affiliates, LLC PAINTINGS 

TABLE TOP HAND PAINTED CERAMICS 
ART CARDS

209.573.3523
377 FIFTH STREET

GUSTINE
www.crinklawfineart.com

Donna Mendes’

Positive Changes
“Elite Fitness Studio”

Change Your Life in a Positive Way

1001 Sixth Street, Los Banos, CA 93635 • (209) 826-0800

Featuring:
Yoga • Pilates • Cardio • Personal Training

Bring this coupon for
ONE FREE YOGA CLASS!

Call for days and times

By Patricia McCoy
VETERAN

American Legion Post 166 was es-
tablished in Los Bans in 1920, and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2487 

was established in 1932.
In most parts of the country, the Ameri-

can Legion and VFW function separately 
and rarely join together for activities. How-
ever, in Los Banos, the two organizations 
have joined together in a combined e� ort 
to serve veterans and the local community.

� e Veterans Memorial Hall, located at 
615 E Street in Los Banos was dedicated in 
1968 to the two posts for their use. Mem-
bers of both posts meet the second Tuesday 
of each month at 7:30 am.

� e Veterans Memorial Hall houses 

Los Banos VFW and American Legion Posts 
combine to provide services to veterans

Los Banos veterans ride on one of many fl oats during the annual Veterans Parade in 
Los Banos.
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I am honored to represent
the Central Valley in
the State Assembly.
My office is always available
to provide assistance.

También tengo
personal que puede
ayudarte en Español.
Para más información,
llame a mi oficina.

690 West 16th Street
Merced, CA 95340

(209) 726-5463 | asmdc.org/soria

OFFICE STREET ADDRESS

the only ATLAS Care Center in Califor-
nia. � is innovative program provides 
telehealth services to reduce the need for 
long travel times to VA facilities. It is a 
real honor that our town was selected to 
provide this service.

Another service provided is the pres-
ence of the Veteran Service O�  ce, which 
visits the Veterans Hall on the � rst and 
third � ursday of each month to assist 
veterans with understanding their bene� ts 
and � ling claims. 

� e commanders of both posts created 
a Veterans Commemorative Plaque Wall 
located on the outside of the building. 
People in the community can purchase a 
plaque to be placed on the wall in honor 
of their military loved one. It’s a beautiful 
sight to see and all are encouraged to visit 
and read the names on the wall.

Aside from posting colors for local 
events, the members of both posts also 
provide Honor Services at the San Joaquin 

National Cemetery in nearby Santa 
Nella and also sponsor many community 
programs and activities, highlighted by 
the Flag Service Program and the Annual 
Veterans Parade.

� e Flag Service is a fundraiser for the 
VFW in which people sign up to have 

veterans place an American � ag outside 
their home on eight speci� c holidays a 
year. It’s a wonderful display of patriotism 
that people see when driving through the 
City of Los Banos.  

� e Los Banos Veterans Parade is 
always the Saturday before Veterans Day. 
� is parade is sponsored by Veterans for 
Veterans. One exciting feature is the Most 
Patriotic School Contest.

Each year the parade has a theme, and 
most of the schools participate in creating 
� oats based on that theme. Independent 
judges are selected and score the entries. 
� ere are three winners for the following 
categories: elementary, junior high and 
high school. � ese schools do an amazing 
job of honoring the veterans.

� e American Legion Post 166 and 
the VFW Post 2487 are very active in the 
community. To learn more about mem-
bership and the various activities, visit 
their website at: losbanosveterans.org

The Los Banos 
Veterans Parade 

is always the 
Saturday before 
Veterans Day. 
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You Can CHANGE A

Child’s Story

A CASA volunteer advocates for children who through no fault of their own are in foster care. 
They have been abandoned, abused and neglected. The people that should love them 
the most are unable to take care of them. The foster care system and dependency court 
is rough to navigate, especially for children. The child’s life is turned upside down!
They may move homes and schools frequently, social worker change, but their advocate is the 
one consistent person in their life—and the advocate is a volunteer!

For more information
on how you can help, call

209-722-2272
visit our website www.mercedcasa.org

 or scan the QR codes below

Carol, Board Member

All children’s voices 
need to be heard.

Cynthia, Advocate
I do it for
the kids!

Helena, Advocate

I would highly encourage 
people to become a

 CASA volunteer. What is a CASA? How to donate

Los Banos Magazine.indd   44Los Banos Magazine.indd   44 4/5/2023   9:58:31 AM4/5/2023   9:58:31 AM



You Can CHANGE A

Child’s Story

A CASA volunteer advocates for children who through no fault of their own are in foster care. 
They have been abandoned, abused and neglected. The people that should love them 
the most are unable to take care of them. The foster care system and dependency court 
is rough to navigate, especially for children. The child’s life is turned upside down!
They may move homes and schools frequently, social worker change, but their advocate is the 
one consistent person in their life—and the advocate is a volunteer!

For more information
on how you can help, call

209-722-2272
visit our website www.mercedcasa.org

 or scan the QR codes below

Carol, Board Member

All children’s voices 
need to be heard.

Cynthia, Advocate
I do it for
the kids!

Helena, Advocate

I would highly encourage 
people to become a

 CASA volunteer. What is a CASA? How to donate

Los Banos Magazine.indd   45Los Banos Magazine.indd   45 4/5/2023   9:58:32 AM4/5/2023   9:58:32 AM



46L I F E  I N  L O S  B A N O S A P R I L  2 0 2 3

By Dr. Arvindselvan 
Mohanaselvan, M.D.,

The older adult population is 
growing at a steady pace. By 
2050, adults more than 65 years 

of age will contribute to approximately 
30 percent of the population in the 
United States.

Los Banos is no exception with its 
diverse and culturally rich population. 
What was once an agricultural town is 
now booming with new businesses and 
growing healthcare.

When I initially started working in 
Los Banos in 2021, physicians were 
rarely going to nursing homes to treat 
the aging adults. Since then, three 
physicians from the local medical group 
Apex have started seeing patients in the 
nursing homes that are in town, includ-
ing New Bethany Nursing Home, Los 
Banos Nursing Home and the newly 
opened Valley Springs Memory Care 
Nursing Home speci� c for dementia 
patients.

From a geriatrician standpoint, there 

is no greater sense of ful� llment to see 
physicians from other � elds like Out-
patient Internal Medicine and Family 
Medicine taking up the helm in helping 
the older adults in the rural population. 
� ese are areas where healthcare access 
is limited.

We have veterans, farmers, agricul-
tural land workers, factory workers, 
welders, electricians and people from 
all walks of life aging gently and being 
taken care of by physicians.

� e current census is a total of 7,300 
geriatric physicians in the US with 1.07 
per 10,000 older adults. Even in com-
parison to a bigger metropolitan city, 

the increasing availability of geriatric 
care in Los Banos is higher and the rea-
son for this is most of the geriatricians 
in larger cities are part of an educational 
institution and outpatient access is 
limited at best.

Most of the time, the older adults are 
not aware of the availability of resources 
to them, thinking that it is part of 
getting old and refrain from reaching 
out. I urge all of us who have aging 
older adults in our houses to teach and 
inform them that help is just round the 
corner, and all they have to do is just 
reach out.

� is is just the beginning of growing 
healthcare needs and opportunities and 
as our town expands and develops. I 
am sure there will be more physicians 
coming in and making healthcare even 
more accessible.

Dr. Arvindselvan Mohanaselvan, 
M.D., is a physician board certi� ed in 
internal medicine, with a subspecialty 
in geriatrics. He currently works at 
Apex Medical Group as a primary care 
and geriatric medicine provider.

How the older adult population is getting 
more accessible healthcare in Los Banos

Valley Spring Memory Care held a Los Banos Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting in January of 2023 soon after opening in 
December of 2022.
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Most of the time, 
the older adults 
are not aware of 
the availability 
of resources to 

them, 
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Monica Escamilla
Soeller

#01972758
559-380-6318

Monique Bagley
#01937100

209-619-9105

Annabel Greer
#02011405

209-509-9032

Toni Marques
#01733785

209-489-0650

Jeanie Sanchez
#00594154

530-588-3686

Laurie Rouch
#01898832

209-704-3363

Antonia Martin
#02029549

209-850-5663

Irma C.
Sanchez

#02092831
209-675-5895

Naomi Townsend
#01828933

408-623-1414

Karina Nunez
#02162620

650-678-5542

Bonny Howell
#01440253

408-605-9557

Kristina Wright
#02139806

669-837-3213

245 H Street Suite 2
Los Banos, CA 93635 209-232-7988 Habla Español • DRE#02119084

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated

REAL ESTATE
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GET IT ONGET IT ON

PROVIDING LOCAL RIDES TO RESIDENTS IN:

BBBooooook and Rk and Rk and RiiidddeeeCCCrrreaeaeattte a e a e a PPPrrrooofififillleeeDDDooownwnwnllloooaaaddd TTThe Ahe Ahe Apppppp
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Carpet & UpholsteryCarpet & Upholstery
House CleaningHouse Cleaning
Providing high quality, 
professional and 
reliable service 
to residential and 
commercial clients.

Check us out on Facebook:

Joe’s Carpet Cleaning Service
(209) 678-1707 • www.joescarpetcleaning.net

Gardening and 
Clean-up Services 

Available!

Lou's Beauty Salon, a locally-owned, 
community-focused business that 

brings standout service specializing in 
permanent makeup! Our customers 

are our number one priority. 

Call today for an APPOINTMENT!
515 I St. • Los Banos
209-826-5653

Lou's 
Beauty Salon

MONTHLY, QUARTERLY, 
ANNUAL BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

MARLENE M. FREITAS
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES
815 4TH STREET, LOS BANOS, CA 93635

MARLENE M. FREITAS, OWNER
Phone (209) 826-0353 | Fax (209) 826-6031
Email: m-freitas@att.net

COMPLETE
PAYROLL SERVICES
For the best accounting 
and tax services in your 
area……….

Providing fast, friendly, efficient
bookkeeping and tax services 
in Los Banos and the 
surrounding areas since 1985.

“Our clients are our
most valuable asset”

We have set the standard for
accurate, dependable, 
accounting and tax services at 
reasonable rates.

We have been serving 
Los Banos and surrounding 
communities since 1985.

Customer satisfaction is high 
on the list of goals we set for 
ourselves.

Bookkeeping…
General Ledger
Balance Sheet
Income Statements
Bank Reconciliations
Cash Flow Statements

Payroll…
We offer weekly,
bi-weekly, semi-monthly, and
monthly payroll service

Taxes…
Payroll Taxes
Sales Taxes
Other Business Taxes

GET IT ONGET IT ON

PROVIDING LOCAL RIDES TO RESIDENTS IN:

Tee It Up With The Tigers

Members of the 2022 Los Banos Tiger Varsity football team display the 
welcome banner for the “Tiger Golf Classic”. Left to right, Diego Calderon, 
Joel Alverango, Adan Salas, Cole Ramos and Jett Lindeman.

The Los Banos Touchdown Club will be hosting the 18th Annual Tiger Golf 
Classic on Sunday, June 11, 2023. The golf tournament is the major fundraiser 
for the Touchdown Club which supports the Los Banos High School football 
program. The tournament will be held at the Rancho Del Rey Golf Club in Atwater, 
with a 10 a.m. shotgun start. Please call Gary Caropreso at (209) 617-5231 if you 
are interested in playing, sponsoring or volunteering in the upcoming Tiger 
Golf classic tournament. 

Ayden BarcellosAyden Barcellos

Dustin CaropresoDustin Caropreso

Everyone enjoys the Tiger Golf Classic!

Nico Caropreso.Nico Caropreso.

Vince AlvarezVince Alvarez

Los Banos Magazine.indd   49Los Banos Magazine.indd   49 4/5/2023   9:58:39 AM4/5/2023   9:58:39 AM



50L I F E  I N  L O S  B A N O S A P R I L  2 0 2 3

LOS BANOS ROTARY 
CLUB ANNUAL CRAB 
FEED FUNDRAISER  
in April 2024 at the Los Banos Fairgrounds. 
Meal includes, Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread, Wine and Dessert. 
No-Host Bar. Live Auction, Raffle and Door Prizes! 
Your generosity at this event provides scholarships 
for many local students.

The Los Banos Club is 
always looking for people to 
join us who want to make a 
difference in our community, 
our country and our world!

Rotary is international! 
Check it out at  
www.Rotary.org.

Rotary meets twice a month 
in Los Banos. If you are 
interested in knowing more 
about the Los Banos Rotary 
Club or have questions call 
Rotarian Tanya Price at  
(209) 509-3296.

For Crab Feed tickets or 
for more information 
about Rotary, contact  
Gene Lieb at 
(209) 704-3831 or at 
ilovephotography1963@gmail.com

See what we're doing at www.LBRotary.com

ZIPPO • JEWELRY
INCENSE • STICKERS

PIPES & ACCESSORIES
& MORE!

525 I St., Los Banos 525 I St., Los Banos
(209) 827-6433  (209) 827-6433 

Follow us for exclusive offers Follow us for exclusive offers
 @FunZoneHeadShop @FunZoneHeadShop

SMOKE SHOP & GIFTS

By Malina Duran

An activity that has 
gained popularity in 
Los Banos within the 

past few years is the sport 
Pickleball.

Pickleball, known as the 
“fastest growing sport in 
America,” is a mixture of 
badminton, tennis, and ping 
pong as players use a paddle 
to hit a wi�  e ball over a short 
net. Only two people are 
needed to play the game, but 
there can be up to four play-
ers on one court.

� e pickleball community 
in Los Banos is expanding. 
� ere are well over 100 active 
players in Los Banos with 
new faces showing up at the 
courts each week. � e most 
popular locations in the 
city to play pickleball are on 
weekdays at 9 am. to 1 p.m. 
in the Community Center, 
located at 645 7th St., and at 
Los Banos Fitness & Racquet 
Club, located 1520 Racquet 
Club Dr.

� e two USA Pickleball 
Ambassadors in Los Banos 
are Laurie Balatti and Dayna 
Valadeo, both of which 
promote pickleball in the city 
and o� er lessons in pickle-
ball, which involves teaching 
important safety tips, hitting 
techniques and scoring rules.

Pickleball has seen a surge 
in popularity primarily 
among retirees in Los Banos, 
but the pickleball commu-
nity is played among all age 
groups, with ages ranging 
from pre-adolescence to 
people in their 80s. Ba-
latti emphasized that since 
pickleball is a sport for all 

ages, it presents a unique 
opportunity for connection 
between younger and older 
generations.

� e size of four pickleball 
courts is equivalent to one 
tennis court. Since four peo-
ple can play on one pickleball 
court, that means a total of 16 
people can � t in the space of 
a tennis court.

A game of pickleball can be 
played at close range, allow-
ing for more interaction be-
tween players, which, on the 
courts in Los Banos, includes 
helpful feedback, laughter 
and encouragement.

Many players said they 
love the sport because it gives 
them an opportunity to exer-
cise in a way that is fun and 
exciting, but they put a spe-
cial emphasis on their ability 
to socialize and connect with 
others through pickleball.

“� e conversation that you 
get to have during play is a 
big aspect to me,” said Kat 
Young, a pickleball player 
and mother of two. “It’s nice 
to get to know your com-
munity members in a playful 
environment. You see the best 
of people.”

“I’ve only been here for 
four years,” Young added. 
“Now I feel like, all of a sud-
den, I have friends.”

Cresthills Park, located 
at 700 Pioneer Rd. was 
initially being evaluated for 
the location of six new courts, 
replacing an existing volley-
ball court. However, several 
members of the city council 
instead considered putting 12 
courts in the downtown area, 
possibly west of the Henry 
Miller Plaza on the Rail Trail.

Pickleball players anticipate expansion
of facilities in Los Banos

Tom Balatti keeps the ball in play while 
playing a competitive Pickleball match.
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Although the location 
and scope of the project 
has not yet been deter-
mined, dedicated players 
see a bright future for 
pickleball in Los Banos.

Balatti hopes to get 
the youth more involved 
in pickleball by creating 
youth leagues and mak-
ing pickleball an intra-
mural sport in schools. 

With so many 
people taking interest 
in pickleball, the sport 
will continue to grow 
and connect an even 
larger community of 
positive, healthy, happy 
individuals in Los Banos 
and afar.
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LOS BANOS ROTARY 
CLUB ANNUAL CRAB 
FEED FUNDRAISER  
in April 2024 at the Los Banos Fairgrounds. 
Meal includes, Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread, Wine and Dessert. 
No-Host Bar. Live Auction, Raffle and Door Prizes! 
Your generosity at this event provides scholarships 
for many local students.

The Los Banos Club is 
always looking for people to 
join us who want to make a 
difference in our community, 
our country and our world!

Rotary is international! 
Check it out at  
www.Rotary.org.

Rotary meets twice a month 
in Los Banos. If you are 
interested in knowing more 
about the Los Banos Rotary 
Club or have questions call 
Rotarian Tanya Price at  
(209) 509-3296.

For Crab Feed tickets or 
for more information 
about Rotary, contact  
Gene Lieb at 
(209) 704-3831 or at 
ilovephotography1963@gmail.com

See what we're doing at www.LBRotary.com

Los Banos Magazine.indd   51Los Banos Magazine.indd   51 4/5/2023   9:58:42 AM4/5/2023   9:58:42 AM



52L I F E  I N  L O S  B A N O S A P R I L  2 0 2 3

Joe G. Gutierrez
Agent
joe@joegutierrezinsurance.com

Joe G. Gutierrez, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0758271

964 J Street 
Los Banos, CA 93635

Bus: 209-826-4963 | Cell: 209-769-7953

Come see me for all 
your insurance and 

financial service needs!

NMLS #900630

The May Day Picnic, created in 
1890, has become a tradi-
tion that morphed into the 

town’s cherished May Day Fair, also 
known by its o�  cial name, the Merced 
County Spring Fair.

When people hear the word “fair,” 
they tend to think of the livestock ex-
hibitions, carnival rides and deep-fried 
funnel cakes. Yet the Merced County 
Spring Fair does not just entertain but 
also gives students an opportunity 
to show o�  their skills ranging from 
livestock tending all the way to weld-
ing. � e fair also educates the public, 
honors agriculturists and empowers a 
sentiment of belonging.

� e annual fair excites individuals, 
delegates a feeling of involvement, 
and creates an everlasting impres-
sion as the leaders of our town come 

together to make it an unforgettable 
experience. What started o�  to bring 
a few families together, now brings 
communities together.

From the well-known carnival rides 
and agriculture-related exhibitions to 
the rodeo and tractor pull, it’s clear 
that the fair commemorates various 
groups of people and e� ortlessly � nds 
a way to unite people together for a 
week of fun.

� e May Day Fair has progressed 
a long way from where it started. Los 
Banos -- always full of life, vibrant, 
passionate, and inspirational--would 
not be as it is without the Spring Fair. 

� e Spring Fair is one of the staples 
of the community and maintains a 
strong foundation for our community 
through its progressivism, diversity, 
and beaming individuality.wers.Banos.

How a picnic in 1890 developed into
Los Banos’ current May Day Fair 

Rides at the Merced County Spring Fair are 
provided by Butler Amusement and are 
enjoyed by all.
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Friends of
the Los Banos
Library

FRIENDS OFFRIENDS OF
THE LOS BANOSTHE LOS BANOS
LIBRARYLIBRARY
PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR ALL THE EVENTS THAT ARE 
AVAILABLE AT THE LIBRAY!
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100071324658696

Volunteer with us!
We provide library activities, services and programs, including 
story hours for children.
Do you want to help promote Literacy? Become involved in the 
read and Succeed program that provides literacy tutoring for  
teens and adults.
For more information on how to join the Friends of the Library 
call Gerry Geisel at (209) 826-2989

Computers and Wi-Fi are available free of charge!

Wed 10:30am - Sensory Playgroup
Thu 10:30am - Tiny Tales
Fri 10:30am - Bilingual Storytime
Sat 10:30am - Family Storytime
Crafts too!

The Library presents special
childrens programs throughout
the year.

The Colleen Menafee children’s
corner gives kids a space to to
read and create.

Get a library card! It’s your free
passport to discover exciting
people, places and adventures!
BEST OF ALL, IT’S FREE!

Teen Programs every 3rd Wednesday of each month 4:00-5:30      Family Lego Time every 3rd Friday of each month

1312 South 7th St., Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-3797 Like us on
Facebook
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Commission, Airport Advisory Com-
mission, Tree Commission, Traffic 
Safety Committee, Parks and Recre-
ation Commission and Committees for 
Measure H and Measure P.

Los Banos has two operating fire 
stations, one on 7th Street and one 
on West I Street. Both are led by Fire 
Chief Paul Tualla, who has over 30 
years of experience in various first 
responder roles. 

The Los Banos Police Department 
is currently on 5th Street, but there are 
plans in the works for the building of a 
new station. The department is headed 
by Chief Gary Brizzee.

The new and improved police station 
will reside at 1111 G Street, near the 
new Merced County Courthouse. With 
its completion scheduled for October, 
the new station will house all of the 
departments under one roof, which the 
city hasn’t seen since staff were moved 

Los Banos Police Chief, Gary Brizzee 
developed the department motto, “Pride 
in Service, Integrity in Action.”

Los Banos Fire Chief Paul Tualla over-
sees two city fire stations in Los Banos.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

into the police annex in 1999.
The facility will have a state-of-

the-art 911 dispatch communications 
center, a training room, a type 1 jail, 
an exercise room, locker rooms and 
other efficient workplaces.
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Call for a free estimate of your project!

(209) 829-0700 • Lic.#606051

Mill Work Available

SOARES LUMBER & SOARES LUMBER &
P.S.G. FENCINGP.S.G. FENCING

• Patio Covers 
• Redwood & Cedar Fencing 
• Landscape / Rock / Bark / Mulch 
• Tree Removal

• Custom Decks 
• Concrete 
• Metal Buildings 
• Installation

Patio Covers 

1218 D St., Los Banos, CA 93635 
(Located one street over from

Premiere Cinemas)

A Family Owned 
Business For 

35 Years
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ACCOUNTANTS

MICHAEL K. LARSON CPA 
1120 W.  ‘I’  St.
Ste. E
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6190

O. RAY SHEETS ACCOUNTING 
CORP.
1120 W. I St.
Ste. A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3503

AGRICULTURE – FARMING

BOWLES FARMING CO.
11609 S. Hereford Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-3000

KENT & NEVA’S VERTICAL 
FARMING 
Kent Sandhagen 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-0572

AGRICULTURE - IRRIGATION

C.C.I.D
Central CA Irrigation District
1335 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1421

GRASSLANDS WATER DISTRICT
200 W. Willmott Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5188

AGRICULTURE - SEED 
DISTRIBUTER

R.C. SHERWOOD GRAIN CO.
500 N. Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6006

 AMBULANCE SERVICE

RIGGS AMBULANCE SERVICE
100 Riggs Ave.
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 725-7000

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS - 
INDIVIDUALS

ALICE AGUILAR
SOMETHING CUTE -
SUCCULENTS 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 777-5099

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS - 
ORGANIZATIONS

ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION 
Delaine Pereida
7461 N. First St. 
Ste. 103
Fresno CA, 93720
(559-753-8200

AMERICAN LEGION WOMEN’S
Auxiliary #166
P.O Box 1290
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-8265

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
OF  MERCED COUNTY
615 W. 15th St. 
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 722-9922

FRIENDS OF THE LOS BANOS 
LIBRARY
P.O Box 2343
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6254  

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
WESTSIDE
P.O Box 1421
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-0473

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
P.O Box 504
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4318

LOS BANOS ARTS COUNCIL
1105 5th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-4126

LOS BANOS BASQUE CLUB
P.O Box 123
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 357-2903

LOS BANOS D.E.S ASSOCIATION
1155 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-1932

LOS BANOS DOWNTOWN 
ASSOCIATION
907 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-9022

LOS BANOS ELKS LODGE 
#2510
P.O Box 807
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2282

LOS BANOS KIWANIS CLUB
P.O Box 380
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 769-6703

LOS BANOS LIONS CLUB
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 675-1405

LOS BANOS SPORTSMEN’S 
ASSOC.
P.O Box 746
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3741

LOS BANOS TIGER TRAP TEAM
P.O Box 2614
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-1605

MERCED COUNTY HUMAN 
SERVICES
2115 W. Wardrobe Ave.
Merced, CA 95341
(209) 385-3000

ROTARY CLUB OF LOS BANOS
P.O Box 19
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-3831

SALVATION ARMY
1231 4th. St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-4945

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 
OF LOS BANOS
P.O Box 667
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 617-9624

VALLEY CRISIS CENTER
P.O Box 2075
Mariposa, CA 95338
(209) 725-7900

AMERICAN LEGION # 166 
Alan Cotta 
(209)769-7772
P.O Box 2131
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2490 Hall Rental

VETERAN’S OF FOREIGN WARS
VFW Post #2487 
Michael Hughes 
615 ‘E’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-5301

WESTSIDE COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8864

AUTO - FUEL DISTRIBUTORS

WINDECKER INC.
904 ‘H’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5658

AUTO - REPAIR

A&A ALL PRO AUTO REPAIR
439 Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6271

RUBIO’S AUTO CARE 
304 North St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(831) 262-3258

SAM’S TUNE UP CENTER
825 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4221

AUTO - REPAIR & SMOG

RUBIOS AUTO CARE
304 North St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(831) 262-3258

SPEEDY AUTO SERVICE 
1160 ‘I’ St.
Ste. B
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 828-5030

LOS BANOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP LISTING
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TEEDEEUS AUTOMOTIVE LLC.
447 Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3622

AUTO SALES- NEW-USED

SANTOS FORD LINCOLN - 
MERCURY
617 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4921

AUTO - TIRES & REPAIRS

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTER
1500 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2125

T.F TIRE & SERVICE
1743 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-9433

AUTO - TOWING & 
RECOVERY

DOC’S TOW SERVICE
2710 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-6677

TITAN TOWING & ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(833) 717-3200

BARBER

GLADYS’S BARBER SHOP
919 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-6366

BEAUTY SALON

2 SHAI BEAUTY CO. 
916 ‘I’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 675-3449

BEAUTY / CLOTHING  

VIRRIY’S BOUTIQUE & 
MAKE UP
1443 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(831) 585-9709

GENESIS BOUTIQUE
541 ‘I’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 737-1704

BEEKEEPERS 

GENE BRANDI APIARIES
Gene Brandi 
15346 S. Johnson Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2881

BLINDS

BUDGET BLINDS OF 
LOS BANOS
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4666

BOOKKEEPING - TAX 
SERVICES

MARLENE M. FREITAS 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICE
815 4th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0353

RICHARD MARTORELLO 
BOOKKEEPING
1321 Paradise Ln.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4991

BUSINESS SERVICES 

FIRST ON COMPLIANCE
P.O Box 1174
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5103

MARIO PENA BUSINESS 
CONSULTANT 
Mario Pena
Los Banos, CA 93635
(559) 908-2297

CATERING - FOOD VENDOR

ESPANA’S SOUTHWEST 
BAR & GRILL & CATERING
1460 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4041

CHOCOLATIER 

NANA STEPH’S DELIGHTS
Stephanie Kusayanagi - Dees
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 643-1092

CHURCH

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
Pauline Scoles
250 W. Adams Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2474

COMPUTER SERVICES

CENTRAL VALLEY GEEKS
924 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3410

CONCRETE CONTRACTOR

TRIANGLE ROCK PRODUCTS
22101 W. Sunset Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5066

CONTRACTORS & AIR 
CONDITIONING

ALL AMERICAN PLUMBING, 
HEATING, AIR & SOLAR
P.O Box 364
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-7400

CEN-CAL AIR INC.
821 4th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8058

YOUNG’S AIR CONDITIONING
25 W  ‘G’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4807

CONTRACTOR - ELECTRICAL

ANTHONY GOMES ELECTRIC 
SVC.
P.O Box 2459
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2444

CONTRACTORS-GENERAL

FARIAS CONSTRUCTION, INC
P.O Box 848
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209)829-1135

CONTRACTORS - 
LANDSCAPING

CREEKSIDE LANDSCAPING LLC.
Matt Jorge 
P.O Box 270
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-4220

PSG FENCING & SOARES 
LUMBER
1218 ‘D’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-0700

RONNY’S LANDSCAPING
15901 Badger Flat Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-9858

CONTRACTORS-PAINTING

AJ PAINTING
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-6340

CONVENIENT STORE

BEVERAGE HOUSE 
547 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635

COPY, PRINTING & 
SHIPPING - SERVICE

COPY SHIPPING SOLUTIONS
1017 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2828

COUNSELING SERVICES - 
RECOVERY PROGRAMS

MARY JEAN WHITEHURST 
M.S.C
20078 Cardoza Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-1979
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CRAFTS

CASA DE TALAVERA
Emili de Talavera
Mexican Pottery 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(510) 915-5203

CREDIT CARD PROCESSING 

ZAYIN MARKETING 
Juan Zavala 
Watsonville, CA 95076
(831) 809-6994

CRYSTALS

OFFERINGS OF GAIA LLC.
Janine Pena
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4456

DJ SERVICE

ABEL’S D.J SERVICE
Abelardo B.Villegas
Los Banos, CA 93635
(559) 303-0155

ELDERLY CARE

ANAYA ELDER CARE LLC.
Doderlein Anaya Fernandez
2058 Dante Ct.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-8867

VALLEY SPRING MEMORY CARE
555 Miller Ln. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4783

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

WORKNET  
800 7th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-6140

ENTERTAINMENT / 
BOWLING

JUNGLE JIM’S ADVENTURE 
LANES
923 W. Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 752-7911

EVENT VENUE

THE BIRD RANCH AT 
SAN LUIS CREEK
26901 Fahey Rd. 
Gustine, CA 95322
(209) 200 -1081

FENCING 

PSG FENCING & 
SOARES LUMBER 
Frank Soares 
1218 ‘D’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-0700

FINANCIAL SERVICES-
BANKING

MECHANICS BANK 
601 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2723

MERCED SCHOOL EMPLOYEES 
Federal Credit Union
1450 S. Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-8010

FIREWORKS VENDORS

TNT FIREWORKS
2945 S. Elm Ave.
Fresno, CA 93706
(559) 252-5391

FOOD PROCESSING

INGOMAR PACKING CO.
P.O Box 1448
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-9494

KAGOME FOODS, INC.
333 Johnson Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8850

LOS BANOS ABATTOIR CO.
1312 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2212

MORNING STAR PACKING CO.
13448 S. Volta Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8000

RYAN-PARREIRA ALMOND CO.
RPAC. LLC
21490 S. Ortigalita Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0272

FOOD & GAS MARKET

ARCO AM/PM LOS BANOS
#83466
1550 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-1623

ARCO AMPM #83945 
LOS BANOS
2027 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2482

FRESH FILL PACHECO 
CHEVRON
1164 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4115

FUNERAL SERVICES

WHITEHURST FUNERAL 
CHAPEL
16524 Center Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4242

GROCERY STORE

GROCERY OUTLET OF LOS 
BANOS
1337 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Ste. A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4165

GYMS - FITNESS

LOS BANOS FITNESS & 
RACQUET CLUB
1520 Racquet Club Dr.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6011

PLANET FITNESS
2240 E. Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-8584

POSITIVE CHANGES 
DONNA MENDES
1001 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0800

HAROBED SERVICE

STACK’D LLC. 
HAROBED & RETRIEVING 
15976 Evans Ave. 
Dos Palos, CA 93620
(209) 769-5483

HEALTH FOODS/
SUPPLEMENTS

HEALTH TIME 
940 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8503

TRINI’S HEALTH FOODS
Mike Regalado 
1341 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-1927

HEALTH SERVICES - CLINIC

FAMILY HEALTH 
MEDICAL CENTER
1045 5th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-4747

HEALTH SERVICES- 
CONSULTING

CARES CONSULTING
Dr. Nikko Da Paz
245 ‘H’ St. 
Ste. 1
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-8774

HEALTH SERVICES - 
HOSPITAL

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL LOS 
BANOS
Sutter Health 
520 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0591

HEALTH SERVICES- 
OPTOMETRIST

TRAJAN J. SOARES O.D
Advanced Eyecare Assoc. 
1028 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1434
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HEALTH SERVICES - 
PHYSICAL THERAPY

SPORT & REHAB PHYSICAL 
THERAPY
312 W. ‘J’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-6178

HEALTH SERVICES - 
SENIOR CARE

WESTSIDE ELDERLY CARE
656 Santa Barbara Dr.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-5140

HOME DECOR-GIFTS, 
FURNITURE

MATTRESS FIRM 
1357 W. Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635 
(209) 826-2744

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CENTERS - CONCRETE

TRIANGLE ROCK PRODUCTS
22101 W. Sunset Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5066

HOME REPAIR

SORENSON’S ACE HARDWARE
402 Washington St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2001

HOTELS, MOTELS & INN’S

AMERICAS BEST VALUE INN
330 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5002

ECONOMY INN
528 Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0682
HOTEL MISSION DE ORO
13070 S. Hwy 33
Santa Nella, CA 95322
(209) 826-4444

LOS BANOS MOTEL, INC.
2509 East Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2700

HUMAN SERVICES

CENTRAL VALLEY VISITATION 
SOLUTIONS
Lizbet Heredia 
P.O Box 2772
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 720-7707

ICE CREAM PARLORS

BASKIN ROBBINS
325 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-4265

INSURANCE

COPELAND INSURANCE 
AGENCY INC. 
907 6th St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-3296

FARMERS INSURANCE
David Gould
1048 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0152

STATE FARM INSURANCE
Andrea Brandt 
934 7th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-2556 

STATE FARM INSURANCE
Joe Gutierrez
964 ‘J’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0137

WESTERN VALLEY INSURANCE 
ASSOCIATES
810 W. ‘K’ St. 
Ste. A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5667

WINTON-IRELAND, STROM & 
GREEN
627  E. Canal Dr.
Turlock, CA 95381
(209) 667-0995

JEWELERS

PEARSON’S JEWELERS
Sherry Pearson 
928 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1026

LEGAL SERVICES

GERMINO, AMARAL & JORDAN
303 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5024

LIBRARY

LOS BANOS LIBRARY
Friends of the Library  
1312 S.7th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5254

MERCED COUNTY LIBRARY
2100 ‘O’ St.
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 385-7485

MARTIAL ARTS

LOS BANOS MARTIAL ARTS LLC.
1561 W. Pacheco Blvd. 
Ste. A
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 620-0252

MEDICAL GROUP

APEX MEDICAL GROUP 
311 W. ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2222

MINI - STORAGE

STOR QUEST SELF STORAGE
420 Mercey Springs Rd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3486

MOBILE FOOD SERVICE

CALI COOL
Alicia Bemore
Los Banos, CA 93635
(669) 377-5291

CASA DE CHURROS 
Costa Romero 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 876-8269

JJ TACOS Y MARISCOS 
560 ‘J’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 509-9114

MORTGAGE BROKER

CMG HOME LOANS
Susan “V” Faustino 
1300 Main St. 
Ste. E
Newman, CA 95360 
(209) 862-1717 Office
(209) 678-2838 Cell

GUILD MORTGAGE  CO.
Stebbins Mortgage Team 
Tanya Price 
907 6th St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 509-3296

ROCKET MORTGAGE 
Joe Gutierrez 
964 ‘J’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4963

NEWSPAPERS

MERCED SUN STAR
3144 G Street 
Merced, CA 95340

THE WESTSIDE EXPRESS 
Gene Lieb
P.O Box 2422 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-3831

NUTRITION

BABY’S NUTRITION 
30 W. ‘G’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 485-6399

NOTARY SERVICES

CENTRAL VALLEY NOTARY 
Lizbet Heredia 
P.O Box 2772 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 720-7707
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MOBILE NOTARY PUBLIC 
Jerry Ludwig Knoester
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 769-6965

SIGNATURE-AGENT.COM 
Esther Gonzales
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 600-3807

NOVELTY ITEMS 

SANTILLAN BOUTIQUE
Alfonso Santillan
Fresno, CA 93727
(559) 579-4582

OFFICE SUPPLIES & 
EQUIPMENT

OFFICE SUPPLY EXPRESS
1017 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-8751

PAINTER /ARTS

CARRILLO PAINTINGS 
Chris Carrillo 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 348-5890

PET CARE

FOUR PAWS PET HOTEL
Stephanie Lippold
500 ‘H’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-4420

PEST CONTROL

CLARK PEST CONTROL
1370 E. Merced Ave.
Merced, CA 95348
(209) 205-9640

PLUMBING

A PLUS PLUMBING 
Trinten Cordeiro 
501 Fourth St.
Gustine, CA 95322
(209) 854-1800

PRINTING / CUSTOM 
PRINTING 

HEARTFUL HOME DESIGNS
SAMANTHA LIM
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 569-0850

JG CREATIONS
Janelle Garza 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 706-0277

SANDOVAL WOOD CREATIONS
Domingo Sandoval 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 635-4872

PRODUCE 

DEL BASQUE FARMS - 
MELON STAND 
Jose Rivas 
461 ‘G’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-1030

PUBLIC UTILITY & 
ENVIRONMENT

PENINSULA CLEAN ENERGY
2075 Woodside Rd. 
Redwood City, CA 94061
(866) 966-0110

RADIO STATIONS

KQLB - KLBS
401 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0578

REAL ESTATE - AGENTS

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES
Christine Kinsley
1209 S. 6th St.
Ste. B
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 631-4049

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
HOME SERVICES
Nancy Soares
931 Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4924

CENTURY 21 SELECT 
Geneva Brett
1155 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 587-0573

CENTURY 21 SELECT 
Maria Pina
1155 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-7613

COLDWELL BANKER 
KALJIAN & ASSOCIATES
Kim Ribeiro 
645 Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 769-0696

EXIT REALTY CONSULTANTS 
Sabrina Morales 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 681-3110

KELLER WILLIAMS PROPERTY 
TEAM 
Moe Jawad 
245 ‘H’ Street 
Ste. #2 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 201-5839

KELLER WILLIAMS PROPERTY 
TEAM 
Monica Escamilla- Soeller 
245 ‘H’ Street 
Ste. #2 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(559) 380-6318

MERITAGE HOMES 
Adrienne Etienne
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 512-6281

REAL ESTATE - 
DEVELOPERS

ANDERSON HOMES 
P.O Box 1237
Lodi, CA 95241
(209) 367-7600

STONEFIELD HOME INC.
923 E. Pacheco Blvd. 
Ste. C
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6200

REAL ESTATE - ESCROW/
TITLE COMPANY

TRANSCOUNTY TITLE
265 Mercey Springs Rd. 
Ste. K
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-0804

REAL ESTATE -
 MULTIPLE LISTINGS

METROLIST SERVICES
1164 W. National Dr. 
Ste. 60
Sacramento, CA 95834
(888) 898-9788

REAL ESTATE OFFICES

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME 
SERVICES
1209 6th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4924

BLOSSOM VALLEY REALTY
J.R. Souza
524 Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1600

CENTURY 21 SELECT
1155 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-3500

COLDWELL BANKER
Kaljian & Associates
645 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1826

FREEDOM WEST REAL 
ESTATE GROUP
210 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-6941

PMZ REAL ESTATE
Jan-ette Boyd
1415 Badger Flat Rd.
Los Banos CA, 93635
(209) 675-3634 Mobile
(209) 826-1100 Office 

WESTHILL REAL ESTATE
963 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2066
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REAL ESTATE PROJECT 
CONSULTANT

ANTHONY R. WHITEHURST 
CONSULTING
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4001

REAL ESTATE RENTALS - 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

BORELLI REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES
935 ‘I’ St. 
Ste. F
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 485-9273

CENTRAL VALLEY APARTMENTS
1130 ‘D’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-9270

GERBI ENTERPRISES
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 704-6000

GRAYSTONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 
Brett Jones 
P.O Box  2543
Los Banos, CA 93635 
(209) 769-2738

LOS BANOS PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES
645 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-5680

WOLFSEN PROPERTIES
Larry Wolfsen
2301 Mission St. 
Ste. C2
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 915-1821

RECREATION - VEHICLE 
SALES & SERVICE

TOSCANO R.V CENTER
2531 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2488

RECYCLING

A&S METALS OF LOS BANOS
2510 Technology Dr.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-1943

RESTAURANTS

AMAYA’S AGUAS FRESCAS
PO BOx1063
Winton, CA 953388
(209)628-3347

BIGGIN’S TEXAS BBQ
Kenneth Lambert 
639 9th. St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 752-7300

BLACK BEAR DINER
955 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2616

COUNTRY WAFFLES
845 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-0805

COURTYARD MIMOSAS 
245 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-0239

DENNY’S #8075
1491 W. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(510) 490-9717

ESPANA’S SOUTHWEST BAR 
AND GRILL 
1460 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-4041

IHOP
1315 W. Pacheco Blvd. 
Los Banos CA 93635
(209) 697-2008

M&M ITALIAN RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE
400 Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-1666

ROUND UP SPORTS BAR
830 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 710-0820 

TOGO’S EATERY
1989 E. Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2021

WENDY’S 
503 Pacheco Blvd.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 577-6690

ROCKERY 

PSG FENCING & SOARES 
LUMBER 
1218 ‘D’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 829-0700

TRIANGLE ROCK PRODUCTS
22101 W. Sunset Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5066

SECURITY/INVESTIGATIONS

ACT PRIVATE SECURITY & 
INVESTIGATIONS
P.O Box 525
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 966-9191

CRAIG & CRAIG SECURITY INC.
Kevin E. Craig
1350 E. Pacheco Blvd. 
Ste. B-169
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-1157

SCHOOLS

LOS BANOS UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT
1717 S. 11th St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3801

MERCED COLLEGE - 
LOS BANOS
22240 Hwy. 152
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 381-6412

MERCED COUNTY OFFICE 
OF EDUCATION
632 W. 13th St.
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 381-6600

OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL
1625 Center Ave.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2709

SOLAR / SOLAR 
MAINTENANCE 

SUNNYSIDE SOLAR CLEANING
Ivan Perez
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 622-3131

YOU WIN SOLAR CONSULTING 
Juan Zavala
Watsonville, CA 95076
(831) 809-6994

STRATEGIC 
ORGANIZATIONAL 

SERVICES 

WATERMARK ASSOCIATES, LLC
41923 Second St.
Ste. 404
Temecula CA 92590
(951) 294-3190

SUPERMARKETS

LA MORENITA TORTILLERIA
705 W. H St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2916

TATTOO SHOP 

NASTY TATTOOS
555 ‘I’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 489-4655

TRANSPORTATION SERVICE

FRUGAL LOGISTICS
P.O Box 871
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 827-6700
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TRAVEL

DREAM VACATIONS A
CRUISEONE COMPANY
Gomes Travel Planners 
848 6th St.
Ste. 1
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-2584

UTILITIES

MID VALLEY DISPOSAL 
502 ‘I’ St. 
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 270-5100

PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC
940 ‘I’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 726-6453

VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT 

HANDS ON CENTRAL 
CALIFORNIA
1625 E. Shaw Ave.
Ste.160
Fresno, CA 93710
(559) 237-3101

WATER TREATMENT

MCGUIRE BOTTLED WATER
45 W. ‘G’ St.
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-5009

WELLNESS & INTIMACY 
PRODUCTS

PURE ROMANCE 
DeeDee Flores
Los Banos, CA 93635
(408) 569-0508

The Los Banos Empty 
Bowls event on Feb. 23 at the 
Ted Falasco Arts Center was 
a success. Many people at-
tended the event and enjoyed 
a variety of soups from 17 
local restaurants and health 
care facilities.

Nearly all members of  
the Los Banos Rotary Club 
worked during the evening, 
supported by 22 Interact stu-
dents from Los Banos and 

Community event: Empty Bowls a success  

$1.50WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 1, 2023  VOLUME  2    ■    No.  9

DIRTY CELLO
RETURNING
BAND BACK IN
LOS BANOS FOR
MARCH 4 SHOW

SEE PAGE 13
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NEWEST MEMBER 
OF POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

NEW LBPD OFFICER

SEE PAGE 3
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MOVE IN READY HOMES IN LOS BANOS/MERCED

GET YOUR BEST DEAL

NOW! For more information on 
available homes, visit our website 

stonefieldhome.com

Gene Lieb/The Express

TOP PHOTO: Pacheco High teacher, Ila Nelson, left, and her daughter, Etta Jane show 
off the bowls they chose. MIDDLE PHOTO: Rotary Interact students, Rotarians and vol-
unteers greet and serve soup to everyone at the Empty Bowls event. BOTTOM PHOTO: 
The community enjoyed a wide variety of soups at this year’s event.

BY MALINA DURAN
Westside Express

Community and Eco-
nomic Development Di-
rector Stacy Elms shared 
details about the new 
Small Business Assistance 
Program, designed to help 
small businesses and non-
profits in Los Banos that 
experienced losses due to 
COVID-19 at the Feb. 22 
meeting of  the Los Banos 
Planning Commission.

Elms explained that the 
maximum grant awarded 
to eligible business is up 
to $25,000. Some of  the 
requirements that a small 
business must meet in or-
der to qualify for the grant 
include meeting the crite-
ria to be considered a small 
business, experiencing a 
loss in revenue due to the 
pandemic, and being in 
operation since December 
2022. 

“It’s structured as a loan 

currently,” Elms said, “and 
then after four months, the 
business can be forgiven 
once they show that they 
met all of  the criteria of  the 
grant.”

Likewise, nonprofits 
must show that they have 
undergone losses to quali-
fy, such as the inability to 
hold events and fundraisers 
and/or experiencing a de-
crease in volunteers due to 
COVID-19.

“There hasn’t been a 
nonprofit grant of  this 
amount that I’ve previ-
ously seen come through 
Merced County, so this is 
a great opportunity,” Elms 
said. Elms added that the 
City Council thought it 
was important to include 
nonprofits along with small 
businesses in this grant pro-
gram as they too have been 
negatively impacted by the 
pandemic.

BY JOHN SPEVAK
Westside Express

On March 15 veterans, 
FFA members and ag boost-
ers will join together in Los 
Banos to help fund opportu-
nities for veterans, including 
Los Banos veterans, to par-
ticipate in a unique experi-
ence--an Honor Flight.

On that Wednesday eve-
ning between 4 and 7 p.m. 
at the Los Banos DES Hall 
(1155 I Street), Los Banos 
Veterans and Ag Boosters 
and FFA students will serve 
a drive-through rigatoni din-
ner, with all proceeds going 
to the Central Valley Honor 
Flight.

Tickets are $10 and can 
be purchased from any Los 
Banos veteran or by call-
ing veteran Mike Hughes at 
209.704.5301. The meal in-
cludes a generous portion of  
rigatoni, a roll and a cookie.

The Honor Flight din-
ner has been a tradition in 
Los Banos for many years, 
raising a total of  more than 
$125,000 to support Honor 
Flights. The idea began with 
Los Banos High School 
FFA students, who joined 
forces with members of   Los 
Banos VFW Post 2487 and 
American Legion Post 166.  

In recent years the Los 

Banos Ag Boosters (parents 
and friends of  Future Farm-
ers of  America students) 
also joined to provide fur-
ther help, led by Jimmy Orr 
and Don Baker. 

The Central Valley Honor 
Flight, as its website ex-
plains, is a nonprofit orga-
nization  committed to hon-
oring local WWII veterans, 
Korean War veterans and 
Vietnam veterans by send-
ing them to Washington, 
D.C., to see their memorials.

For the past 10  years Cen-
tral Valley Honor Flights 
have transported veterans 
and their guardians to the 
nation’s capital. The most 
recent flight took place in 
October 2022, carrying 68 
veterans.

One of  the founders of  
the Central Valley Honor 
Flight is Paul Loeffler, who 
was born and raised in Los 
Banos. Loeffler has been 
a longtime sportscaster in 
Fresno, broadcasting Fresno 
State football, basketball 
and baseball games.

Loeffler also is the  pro-
ducer of  Hometown Heroes, 
a syndicated radio show he 
has hosted for the past 15 
years, in which he interviews 

Eligible Los Banos
businesses can 
apply for grants 
up to $25,000

Los Banos fundraiser
March 15 supports 
veteran Honor Flights  

SEE GRANTS, PAGE 6

SEE EVENT, PAGE 5SEE BOWLS, PAGE 14

Questions: Call Publisher, Gene Lieb at
(209) 704-3831

To subscribe send a check for $52 to:
THE WESTSIDE EXPRESS
PO Box 2422 | Los Banos, CA 93635

Stay informed and up to date on local news,
sports and community events in Los Banos,
Dos Palos, Firebaugh and Santa Nella by 
subscribing to The Westside Express newspaper.

For only $1 a week ($52 annually)
The Express will be US Mailed to
your home every Wednesday.
Please help ensure that local journalism survives in our 
communities by subscribing and advertising in
The Westside Express, an adjudicated newspaper of
general circulation in Merced County.
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NO SUITS...NO TIES...NO LIES!
Vehicles Available for Trade, Lease or Purchase

ANY MAKE, ANY MODEL
SANTOS FORD CAN MATCH OR BEAT ANY WRITTEN QUOTE

SANTOS FORD
PARTS & SERVICE
GIVE US AN OPPORTUNITY TO START YOUR
CAR OR TRUCK OFF IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION!

617 West Pacheco Blvd., Los Banos
209-826-4921 | www.santosford.net

SHOWROOM:
Open Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Parts and Service Departments
Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Los Banos Chevron
1009 E. Pacheco Blvd., Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 827-9480
Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day Since 1995

Toscano RV Center, 2531 E. Pacheco Blvd.,
Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2488
www.toscanorv.com
Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sun 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Since 1967

Henry Flores
General Manager

Jeff Sousa
Service Manager

Bobby Sousa
Service Manager

Marion Santos
Owner

Favorite Boss 2014

LeAne
Santos-Sousa
Of� ce Manager

TOSCANO RV CENTER
• Connect
• Durango
• Sunseeker
• EVO
• Rockwood
• Genesis
• R-Pod
• Vortex

• Shadow
Cruiser

• Airstream
• Lance
• Spirit
• Cougar
• Stealth

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE CENTER
Santos Ford is the leader in Central California for your Business and 
Municipal needs. We are you complete, local commercial dealership! 

Come see Fleet Manager Chris Laveglia for all your work 
vehicles available and ready to go.

Michael Santos
General Manager

Marion Santos
Dealer Principal

Favorite Boss 2014

JR Santos
Service Manager and

Satisfaction
Guaranteed Specialist

VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT 

WATER TREATMENT

MCGUIRE BOTTLED WATER

WELLNESS & INTIMACY 
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Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day Since 1995

Toscano RV Center, 2531 E. Pacheco Blvd.,
Los Banos, CA 93635

(209) 826-2488
www.toscanorv.com
Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sun 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Since 1967

Henry Flores
General Manager

Jeff Sousa
Service Manager

Bobby Sousa
Service Manager

Marion Santos
Owner

Favorite Boss 2014

LeAne
Santos-Sousa
Of� ce Manager

TOSCANO RV CENTER
• Connect
• Durango
• Sunseeker
• EVO
• Rockwood
• Genesis
• R-Pod
• Vortex

• Shadow
Cruiser

• Airstream
• Lance
• Spirit
• Cougar
• Stealth

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE CENTER
Santos Ford is the leader in Central California for your Business and 
Municipal needs. We are you complete, local commercial dealership! 

Come see Fleet Manager Chris Laveglia for all your work 
vehicles available and ready to go.

Michael Santos
General Manager

Marion Santos
Dealer Principal

Favorite Boss 2014

JR Santos
Service Manager and

Satisfaction
Guaranteed Specialist
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645 E. Pacheco Blvd., 
Los Banos

www.losbanosrealestate.com

103048 _ KALJIAN & ASSOCIATES

Are you Happy with your Property 
Management Company?

• Locally Owned & Operated • Superior Management
• Preventive Maintenance Inspections • Affordable Rates
• Effective Marketing • Thorough Credit/Background Checks

645 E. Pacheco Blvd. Los Banos CA 93635

Office: 209-710-5680

• Over 45 Years of Experience
• Available 7 Days a Week
• Locally Owned and Operated
• Hablamos Español

Independently owned & operated

LOS BANOS PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Email propertymgtlosbanos@gmail.com
www.losbanospropertymgtservices.com

CalDRE #01426297

CalDRE #01426298

645 E. Pacheco 
Blvd.
Los Banos 
(209) 826-8864
CalDRE #00528796

Thomas E. Kaljian

(209) 769-8091
Owner/Broker

CalDRE#00528796

Jarrett Sagouspe

(209) 769-7562
Realtor

CalDRE#01731872

DJ Vala

(209) 803-8039
Realtor

CalDRE#01456703

www.losbanoscommercialrealestate.com

T. Kaljian
R e a l  E s t a t e

Call us for commercial, multi-family 
investment development and farm land.

If you have a real estate question, 
call us for the answer.

(209) 826-1826(209) 826-1826
or (800) 788-8632or (800) 788-8632

Diego Velasquez
Realtor 

(209) 704-2570
Hablo Espanol

CalDRE#02102488

Maliah Pena
Realtor

(559) 909-1334
CalDRE# 02202477

Kim Ribeiro
Broker Associate

(209) 769-0696
CalDRE#01075644

Daniela Guilford
Realtor

(209) 675-4880
Hablo Espanol

CalDRE# 02156204

Norma Munoz
Realtor 

(209) 675-5353
CalDRE#01818704

Leticia Moreno
Realtor

(209) 519-7792
American Sign Language

CalDRE# 02144775

Lena Marshall
Realtor

(209) 761-3441
CalDRE#01418100

Jennifer Villada
Manager/Realtor

(209) 737-6047
Hablo Espanol

CalDRE#02067713

Theresa Bartholomew
Realtor

(209) 704-0821
CalDRE#01039974

Rita Calderon
Realtor

(209) 509-9192
CalDRE#01708941

Mercedes Filippini
Realtor

(209) 585-5975
CalDRE# 02081907

If you are interested in becoming a real estate 
agent, we can help! If you already have your 

license and are looking for a great place to work, 
call us today and ask for Jennifer.
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